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HISTORY 
or 

GIL BLAS 

OP SANTILLANE. 

BOOK THE TENTH. 

CHAPTER fHE FlIlâT. 

Xiil Èlas sets out /or the Asturias; and passes through 
Valladolid, where he goes to see his old master, 
doctor Sangrado. By accident, he comes across 
signor Manuel Ordonnez, governor of the hospital. 

Just as I was arranging matters to take my de^ 
parture from Madrid, and go with Scipio to the 
Asturias, Paul the Fifth gave the duke of Lerma a 
cardinales hat. This pope, wishing to establish the 
inquisition in the Idngdom of Naples, invested the 
minister with the purple, and by that means hoped 
«to bring king Philip over to so pious and praise- 
worthy a design. Those who were best acquainted 
with this new member of the satcred cpUege^Jhought, 
much like myself, that the clmrc£ was in a fair w%j 
for ftpostolical purity, after^ ghostly an acquisitton^ > 
VOL. IV. jfi- * 
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2 Oit BLA9. 

Scipio, who would have liked better to see me 
once more blazing at court, than either cloistered or 
rusticated, advised me to shew my face at the car- 
dinal's audience. Perhaps, said he, his eminence, 
finding you at large by the king's order, may think 
it unnecessary to affect any further displeasure 
against you, and may even reinstate you in his ser- 
vice. My good friend Scipio, answered I, you seem 
to forget that my liberty was granted only on con- 
dition of making myself scarce in the two Castiles. 
Besides, can you suppose me so soon inclined to 
become an absentee from my domain of Lirias ? I 
have told you before, and I tell it you once again : 
Though the duke of Lerma should restore me to his 
good graces, though he should even offer me don 
Rodrigo de Calderona's place, I would refuse it. 
My resolution is taken : I mean to go and find out 
my parents at Oviedo, and carry them with me to 
Valencia. As for ybu, my good fellow, if you 
repent of having linked your fate with miné, ybu 
have only to say so : I am ready tO' give you half of 
my ready money, and you may stay at Madrid', 
where fortune puts on her kindest smiles to those 
whb woo her lustily. 

What then! replied my secretary, a little affected 
by these words, can you suspect me of any unwilling- 
ness to follow you inlb your retreat ? The very idea 
is an injury to my zeal and my attachment. What! 
Scipio, thatfaitUvd appendage, who wouîd wtllibgly 
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ÇIL BI4A8. 3 

have passed the remnant of his jdays with you in the 
tower of Segovia^ rather than abandon you to your 
vreljched fate^ cui he feel sorrowful at the prospect 
çf an. abode, where a thousand rural delights are 
waiting to smile on his arrival ? No, no, I hare not 
a wish to turn you aside from your resolution. Nor 
oan I refrain from owning my mfdicious drift ; when 
I advised you^to shew your face at the duke of 
JLerma*s audience^ it was for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether any seedlings of ambition were 
scattered aipong the fallows of your philosophy. 
Since that point is settled, and you are mortified to 
$21 tb^ pomps and vanities of the wpcld ;. let us make 
the best of, our way from court, to go and suck 
in- with Zephyrus and Flora the inivocent, delicious 
pleasures so luxuriant in the nursery of our imagi- 
nations. 

In- fact, we sQon afterwards took our. departure 
^gelher^ in a chaise ^rawn by two good mules, 
driven by a ppstilUon whom I had added to my 
establishment. We stopped the first day at Alcala 
deiHenarès, and. tjbe -second at Segovia, whence, 
inthout. stopping to see our gei^erous warden, Tor- 
^esiUaSy we went^forwasd to Penafiel on the Duero, 
and the »ext day to Valladolid. At sight of this 
last town, I Qould not. help fetch^g a deep sigh* 
My compagiion,; surprised at that conscientious ven- 
tilation, enquired the reason of it. My good fellow, 
said:}» it is because I practised medicine here for a 
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4 GIL BLAS. 

long time. It gives me the horrors even now, to 
think of my unexpiated murders. The whole list of 
killed and wounded are mustered in battle array 
yonder : the tomb and the hospital yawn with their 
disorged inhabitants, who are rushing on to tear me 
piece-meal, and exact the vengeance due to the 
drenched crew. What a dreadful fancy ! said my 
secretary. In truth, signor de Santillane, your na- 
ture is too tender. Why should you be shocked at 
the common course of exchange in your branch of 
trade ? Look at all the oldest physicians : their 
withers are unwrung. What can exceed the setf- 
complacency with which they view the exits of 
patients, and the entrances of diseases ?• Natural 
constitution bears the brunt of all their failures, 
and medical infallibility takes the credit of lucky 
accidents. 

It is very true, replied I, that doctor Sangrado, 
on whose practice I formed myself, was Kke the rest 
of the old physicians in point of self-complacency. 
It was to little purpose that twenty people in a day 
yielded to his prowess : he was so persuaded that 
bleeding in the arm and copious libations of warm 
water were specifics for every case, that instead of 
doubting whether the death of his patients might 
not possibly invalidate the efficacy of his prescrip- 
tions, he ascribed the result to a vacillating com-' 
pliance with his system. By- all the powers! cried 
Scipio with a burst of laughter, you open to me an 
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toeomparsible charaet^. If you hare any cariosity 
to be better acqufiiiited with him, said I^ it may be 
gratified to*mprrow,. should Sangrado be still living, 
and resident at Valladolid : but it is highly impro- 
bable ; for he had one foot in the grave when I left 
him several years %go. 

Our first care, on putting up at the ian, was to 
enquire after this doctor. We were told that he was 
not dead; but b^ng incapacitated by age from 
paying visits or any other vigorous- exertions, he had 
bcien superseded by three or four other doctors who 
had risen 'into repute by a new. practice, accom- 
pUsbing the same end by different means. We 
determined on lying by for a day at Valladolid, as 
welL to rest our mules, as to call on signer Sangrado. 
About ten o'clock next morning we knocked at his 
door ; and found him sitting in Us elbow chair, with 
a book in his hand. He rose on our entrance; 
advanced to meet us with a firm step for a man of 
seventy, and begged to know (^r business. My 
worthy-and approved. good master, said I, have you 
lost' all recollection of an old ippil? There was 
formerly one Gil jBlas, as yo^rmay reraember, a 
boaxder in your hoiuie, and for some time your 
deputy. What! is it ^ou, S^mtillane ? answered he 
with a cordial, embrace. I should iiot have known 
you ja^n« . It, however, gives me^ gtreat pleasure to 
see you once more. What have you been doing 
since weip^ed I Doubtless you have made medi* 
b3 
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6 OIL BLAS. 

cine your profession. It was very strongly my 
inclination so- to do, replied I ; but imperious circum- 
stances made me reluctantly abandon so illustrious 
a calling. 

So much the worse, rejoined Sangrado : with the 
principles you sucked in under my tuition, you 
would have become a physician of the first skill and 
eminence, with the guiding influence of heaven to 
defend you from the dangerous allurements of che- 
mistry. Ah ! my son, pursued he witli a mournful 
air, what a change in practice within these few 
years ! The whole honour and dignity of the ait is 
compromised. That mystery, by whose inscrutable 
decrees the lives of men have in all ages been 
determined, is now laid open to the rude, untutored 
gaze of blockheads, novices, and mountebanks. 
Facts are stubborn - things ; arid ere long the very 
stones will cry aloud against the rascality of these 
riew practitioners: lapides clamabunt! Why, sir,thera 
are fellows in this town, calling themselves physic 
ciaps, who drag their degraded persons at the cwrrm 
triumphalis antimoniiy or as it should properly be 
translated, the. cart's tail of antimony. Apostates 
from the faith of Paracelsus, idolaters of filthy 
kermès, healers at hap-hazard, who make all the 
science- of medicine to consist in the preparation 
^d prescription of drugs. What a change have I 
ta announce- to. you! There is not one stone leH 
upon another ift the whole structure which, our great 
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predecessors had raised. Bleeding, in* the fee^, foi^ 
example ; so rarely- practised in better times, is now 
among the fashionable follies of the day. That 
gentle, civilized system of evacuation which pre- 
vailed under my auspices is subverted by the reign 
of anarchy and emetics, of quackery and poison. In 
short, chaos is come again ! Every one orders what 
seems good in his own eyes ; there is no deference 
to the authority of ancient wisdom ; our masters are 
feud upon the shelf, and their axioms not one tittle 
the more regarded, for being delivered in languages, 
as defunct as the subjects of their application. 
• However desirable it might seem to laugh at so 
whimsical a declamation, I had the good manner» 
to resist the impulse ; and not only that, but to 
inveigh ' bitterly against Vermes, without knowing 
whether it was a vegetable or an animal, and to 
pour forth a commination of curses against the 
authors and inventors of so diabolical an engine. 
Scipio, observing my bye-play in this scene, had a 
mind to come in for his share in the banter. Most 
venerable prop of the true practice, said he to San- 
grado, as I am descended in the third generation froni- 
a physician of the old school, give me leave- to join^ 
you in your philippic against chemical conspiraciesi^ 
My late illustrious progenitor, heaven forgive him- 
all his sins ! was sa warm a partisan of HippoGrates>. 
that he often cam^e to blows with ^ignorant pifeten^ 
d^rs, who vomited forth blasphemies against that 
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bigh priest of the faculty. What is bred in the bone 
will not come out of the flesh: I could willingly 
inflict tprtnres and death with my own hands> on 
those rash innovators, whose daring enormities you 
have characterized, with such accuracy of discrimi- 
nation and such force of language. When wretches 
like these gain an ascendancy in civilized society, 
can we wonder at the disjointed. condition of the 
world? 

The times are even more out of joint than you are 
aware of, said the doctor. My book against the 
vanities and delusions of the new practice might as 
well havefallen still-bpm from the.press ; it seems, 
if any thing, to have acted by contraries, and to have 
exasperated heresy. The apothecaries, like the 
Titans of old, heaping potion upon pill, and invading 
the Olympus of medicine, think themselves fully 
qualified to usurp and maintain.theUirone,. now that 
it;is only thought necessary to set. open t the doors, 
and to drive the enemy out at the portal or the 
postern by nmn force.. They go to the length of 
infusing their deadly drugs into apozems and cor- 
dials, and tb^L set themselves up agidnst themost 
eqiin^t of the fraternity. This contagion ha» 
spread its influence evenamong the, cloisters. There 
are monks in our convents, who unite surgery and 
pharmacy to the labours of ^the coxifessional. Those 
medie^ baboons are always dicing rtheir pa.wB 
ii^)i9 fih&smUj, ^mmI ia^nting )C(^pasit^ons strong 
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enough to lay a scene of ecclesiastical mortality in 
the temperate abodes of peace and religion. Now 
there are in Valladolid above sixty religious houses 
for both sexes : judge what ravage must have been 
made there by unmerciful pumping and the lancet 
misapplied. Signor Sangrado, scdd I, you are per-* 
fectly in the right to give these poisoners no quar- 
ter: lutter groan lor groan with you, and heave 
the philanthropic sigh over the invaded lives of our 
fellow-creatures, sinking under the fell attack of so 
heterodox a practice. It fills me with horror to 
think what a dead weight chemistry may one day 
be to medicine, just as adulterated coin operates 
on national credit. Far be that evil day from this 
generation. ' 

' Just at this climax of our discourse, in came an 
old female servant, with a salver for the doctor, on 
which was a little light roll, and a glass with two 
decanters, the one filled with water, and «the other 
with wine; After he had-eateii.a slice, he washed it 
down with a diluted beverage, two parts water to 
one of wine; but this temperate use of the good crea- 
ture did not at: all save him from the acrimony of 
my ridicule.' So so, good master doctor, said I, you- 
are fairly caught in the fact. You a wine-bibber J 
you, who have entered the lists like a knight-enant 
against that unauthenticated fermentation? you* 
who ^peached your grand climacteric; on «the strength 
of the pure element? How long have you been 
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10 OIL BLAfl. 

90 at p4ds with .yi^mrself ? Your time of liHe <îan be 
no excuse for the altenition; since, in one passage 
of your writings, jou define old age to be a natural 
consumption wkieb withers and attenuates the sys- 
tem : and as an inference from that position, you 
reprobate, tjie ignorance of thosewriters, who dignify 
wine, with the appellation of old men's milk. What 
ean you say therefore in your own defence ? 

You belabovr n^e most unjustly, answered the old 
physician. If I drank neat ^inne^ you would have a 
right to treat me as a deserter from my own standi 
ard ; but your eyes may convince you that my wine 
is well mixed. Another heresy, my dear aposiLe of 
Ûxe wells and: fountain»! xeplied I:, recollect how 
you rated the canon Sedillo for drinking wine, 
though plentifully dashed wpth the salubrious fluid. 
Own modestly and caj^didly that your theory waa 
unfounded and fanciful, and that wine is not a 
poisonous liquor, a» you ha^^ so falsely and seandan 
Ipusly libelled it in your works, any further than» 
like aiiy oljier of nature*» boiunties, it may be abused 
to excess. 

This lecture s^t rather ui)«âsily Ofi our doctor*» 
£^ngs, as a oandidalie &r. «consistency. :He could 
n^t deny his inveteracy against. the use of wijae in 
all his pubUoations: but ppde. and. vanity net allow- 
ing him. to ^knowledge: the justice of my attack oii 
Us .apostaey, :he«was)eft without a word to say for 
bimself. Not wishing to push, niy M^c^m b«yoa4 
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the bounds ef good humour, I changed tfaesubjeet; 
and after a few minutes longer stay todc my leaTe, 
gravely exhorting him to maintain his ground 
against the new practitioneps« Courage, signor 
San grade! "said I: never be weavy of setting, your 
wità against' kermès^ and deafen the heahh-dis- 
pensing tribe with your thunders agamst the use of 
bleeding in the feet. If, spite of all your zeal and 
'affection for medical orthodoxy, this empiric gener- 
ation should succeed in supplanting true and legiti- 
mate practice, it will be at least your consolation to 
have exhausted your best endeavours in the support 
of truth and reascm. 

As my secretary and myself were walking to the 
inn, making our observations in high glee on the 
doctor's entertaining and original character, a man 
from fifty-five to sixty years of age happened to 
pass near us in theistrëet, walking with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, and a large rosary in his hand. 
I conned over the distinctive cut of his appeamnce ' 
most cunningly, and "v^as' rewarded • in the recog&i- 
tion of signor Manuel Ordonnez, that faifth^l 
trustee for the affairs of thé hospital, of whom so 
honourable mention is made in the first volume of 
these true andmstructive memoirs* • Accosting him 
with the most profound ^and unquestioiMtbler tokens 
of respect^ I psâd my compliments in due'ftfrm and 
order to the venerable and trust-wordiy signor 
Manuel Ofdobne^, the man of all the wetld in 
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whose hands the interests of the poor and needy 
are most safely and beneficially placed. • At these 
words he looked me steadfastly in the face, and an- 
swered that my features were not altogether strange 
to him, but that he could not recollect where he had 
seen me. I used to go backwards and forwards to 
your house, replied I, when one of my friends, by 
name Fabricio NiSnez, was in your service. Ah! I 
recollect the circumstance at once, rejoined the 
worthy director with a cunning leer, and have good 
reason to do so ; for you were a brace of pleasant 
lads, and were by no means backward in the little 
scape-grace tricks of youth and inexperience. Well! 
and what is become of poor Fabricio ? Whenever 
he comes across my thoughts, I cannot help feeling 
a little uneasy about his temporal and eternal 
welfare^ 

It was to relieve your mind upon that subject, 
said r to signer Manuel, that I have taken the 
liberty of stopping you in the street. Fabricio is 
settled at Madrid, where he employs himself in pubr 
iishing miscellanies and collections. What do you 
mean by kniscellanies and collections ? replied he. I 
mean, resumed I, that he writes in verse and prose, 
from epic poems and the highest branches of philor 
80phy,'dûwn to plays^ novels, epigrams, and riddles. 
In short, he is a lad of universal genius, and most 
exemplary benevolence; sometimes modestly taking 
to himself the cre4it of his own compositions, and 
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sometimes lending out his talents to the literacy 
ambition of those noblemen^ who write for their own 
:amusementy but wish their name? to be concealQjd, 
except from a chosen circle. By traffic like this, 
he sits at the very first tables. But how does hej»it 
at his own? said the director: upon what t^mis 
does he Uve with his baker ? Not quite so confi- 
dentially as with people of fashion, answered I ; for 
between ourselves, I take him to be quite as much 
out at elbows as ever Job was. Moie bonds and 
judgments against him than ever Job had, take my 
woixl for it! rephed Ordonnez. Let him lick, the 
spittle of his titled friends and patrons, till his 
stomach heaves at the nauseating saliva ; his printed 
dedications and his oral flattery, in spite of all the 
cringing and all the toad-eating, which constitute 
the stock in trade of his profession, with all the 
profits of his works, whether by subscription or 
ordinary publication, will not bring grist enough to 
his mill, to keep hunger from the door. Mind if 
what I say does not turn out to be true! He ji^ill 
<:ome to the dogs at last. 

Nothing more likely! replied I; fof he cohabits 
with the muses already; and many a plain man has 
found to his cost, that there is no keeping company 
with the sisters, without being worried by their bul- 
lying brethren. My friend Fabricio would have 
done much better by remaining quietly with your 
lordship ; he would now have been lying on a bed 

VOL. IV. c 
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<>f roseS) and every thing he had touched wotdct 
have turned to gold. He would at least have been 
in a very snug birth^ said Manuel. He was a great 
favourite of mine ; and I meant, by a regular gra-» 
dation from subaltern to principal situations, to 
have established him in ease and affluence on the 
basis of public charity ; but the foolish fellow took 
it into his head to set up for a wit. He wrote a 
play, and brought it out at the theatre in this town : 
the piece went ofif tolerably well, and nothing 
thenceforth would serve his turn but commencing 
author l3y profession. Lope de Vega, in his estima*- 
tion, was but a type of him : preferring, therefore, 
the intoxicating vapour of public applause to the 
plaih roast and boiled of this substantial ordinary, 
he came to me for his discharge. It was to no pur- 
pose for me to argue the point, or to prove to him 
what a silly cur hé was, to drop the bone and run 
after the shadow : the mad blockhead was so su0b- 
cated by the smother of authorship, that the instinc- 
tive dread of fire could not rouse his alacrity to 
escape burning. In short, he was miserably un- 
conscious of his own interest, as his successor can 
testify: for he, possessing practical good sense, 
though without half Fabricio*s quickness and ver- 
satility, makes it his whole «tudy and delight to go 
through his business in a workmanlike manner, and 
to fall in with all my little ways. In return for such 
good conduct, I have pushed him forward in a 
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maimer corresponding with his deîièrts; and he 
unites in his own person, even at this time of day, 
two offices in the hospital, the least lucrative of 
which would be more than sufficient to place any 
honest man at his ease, though encumbered with a 
yearly teeming wifev 



CHAPTER 11. 



triZ Bias continues his journey y and arrivés in safety 
at Oviedo. The condition of his family. His 
father's death, and its consequences^ 

From Valladolid, we got to Oviedo in four days> 
without any untoward accident on the road, in spite 
of the proverb> which says, that robbers lay their 
ears to the ground^ when pilgrims are going with 
rich offerings, and traders are riding with fat purses. 
It would have been a feasible, as well as a tempting 
(Speculation. Two tenants of a subterraneous abode 
might have presented an aspect^ to have frightened 
our doubloons into a surrender; for courage was not 
one of the qualities I had imbibed at court ; and 
Bertrand, my mule-driver> seemed not to be of a 
temper to get his brains blown out in defending a 
c2 
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pur&e into which he had no free ingress. Scipio^ 
was the only one of the party, who was any thing 
of a bully. 

It was night when we came into town. Our 
lodgings were at an inn near my uncle, Gil Perez^ 
the canon. I was very desirous of ascertaining the 
circumstances of my parents, before my first inter- 
view with them ; and, in order to gain that informa- 
tion, it was impossible to make my enquiries in a 
better channel than through my landlord and land- 
lady, into the lines of whose faces you could not 
look, without being satisfied that they knew every 
tittle of their neighbours* concerns. As it turned 
out, the landlord kenned me after a diligent perusal 
of my features, and cried out : By saint Antony of 
Padua ! this is the son of the honest usher, Bias of 
Santillsoie. Ay indeed ! said the hostess ; and so it 
is : without a single muscle altered ! just for all the 
world that same little stripling Gil Bias, of whom 
we jused to say that he was as saucy as he was high. 
It brings old times to my memory ! when he used to 
tîome hither with his bottle under his arm, to fetch 
wine for his uncle's supper. 

Madam, ssdd I, you have a most inveterate me- 
mory; but for goodness sake change the subject, 
and tell me the modem news of my family. My 
father and mother are doubtless in tio very enviable 
situation. In good truth, you may say that, an- 
swered the landlady : you may rack your brains as 
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long as you like, bat you will never think of any 
thing half so miserable as what they are suffering at 
this present moment. Gil Perez, good soul! is 
defunct all down one side by a stroke of the palsy, 
9nd the other hdf of him is little better than a 
corpse ; we cannot expect ham to last long : then 
your father, who went to live with his reverence a 
jitde while ago, is troubled with an inflanùnation of 
the lungs, and is standing, aa a body may say, 
quavery-mavery between life and death; while your 
mother, who is not over and above hale and hearty 
herself, is obliged to nurse them both. 

On this intelligence, which made me feel some 
compunctious yÉarnîngs of nature, I left Bertrand 
with iny stud and baggage at the inn : then, with 
my secretary at my heels, who would not desert mç 
in my time of need, I repaired to my uncle's house* 
The moment I came within my mother*s reach, a 
natural emotion of maternal instinct unfolded to her 
who I was, before her eyes could possibly have run 
over the traces of my countenance. Son, said she 
with a melancholy expression, after having embraced 
me, come and be present at your father's death ; 
your visit is just in time to take in all the piteous 
circumstances of so deplorable an event With this 
heart-rending reception, she led be by the hand 
into a chamber where the wretched Bias of Santil- 
lane, stretched on a comfortless bed, in cold and 
dismal accord with the thinness of his fortunes, was 
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ju&t entering on the last great act of human nati»e^^ 
Though surrounded by the shades of deaths he waa 
not quite unconscious of what was passing about 
him. My dearest friend, said my mother, here is 
your son Gil Bias, who intreats your forgiveness for 
all his undutiful behaviour, and is come to ask your, 
blessing before you die. At these tidings, my father 
opened his eyes which were on the point of closing 
for ever : he fixed them upon me ; and reading in 
my countenance, notwithstanding the awful brink 
on which he stood, that I was a sincere mourner for 
his loss, his feelings were recalled to sympathy by 
my sorrow. He even made an attempt to speak, 
but his strength was too much exhausted. I took 
one of his hands in mine ; and, while I bathed it 
with my tears, in speechless agony of soul, he 
breathed his last, as if he had only waited my 
arrival, to pay the debt of nature, and wing his way 
to scenes of untried being. 

This event had been too long present to my 
mother's mind, to overwhelm her with any unparal* 
leled afiSiction. Perhaps it sat more heavily on me 
than on her, though my father had never in his life 
given me any reason to feel for him as a father. But 
besides that mere filial instinct would have made 
me weep over his cold remains, I reproached myself 
with not having contributed to the comfort of his 
latter days ; then, when I considered what a hard-i 
hearted villain I had been, I seemed to myself liko 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GIL BLAS. 19 

a monster of ingratitude, or rather like an impious 
parricide. My uncle, whom I afterwards saw lying 
at his length on another wretched couch, and in a 
most lamentable pickle, made me experience fresh 
agonies of upbraiding conscience. Unnatural son ! 
said I, communing with my own uneasy thoughts, 
behold the chastisement of heaven upon thy sins, iu 
the disconsolate condition of thy nearest, relations. 
Hadst thou but thrown to them the superâux of that 
abundance, in which before thy imprisonment thou 
rolledst, thou mightest have procured for them those 
little comforts, which thy uncle's ecclesiastical pit- 
tance was too scanty to furnish, and perhaps have 
lengthened out the term of thy father's life. 

Gil Perez had ^len into a state of second child- 
hood, and was, though numerically upon the list of 
the living, in every individual organ a mere corpse. 
His memory, nay, his very senses had retired from 
their allotted stations in his system. Bootless was 
it for me to strain him in my pious arms, and lavish 
outward tokens of affection on him : they might as 
well have ^been wasted on the desert air. To as 
little purpose did my mother ring in his unnerved 
ear, that I was his nephew Gil Bias ; he gazed at 
me with a vacant, stupid stare, and gave neither 
sign nor answer. Had die ties of consanguinity and 
gratitude been all too weak, to awaken my tender 
sympathy for an uncle, to whom I owed the means 
of my first launch into the word, the impression 
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of helpless dotage on my senses must have softened 
me into something like the counterfeit of virtuous 
emotion. 

While this scene was passing, Scipio preserved a 
melancholy silence, sharing in all my sorrows, and 
mingling his sighs with mine in the chastised luxury 
of friendship. But concluding that my mother, after 
so long an absence, might wish to have some- such 
conversation with me, as the presence of a stranger 
must rather repress than promote, I drew him aside» 
saying : Go, my good fellow, sit down quietly at the 
inn, and leave me here with my only surviving 
parent, who might consider yoiur company as ^n 
intrusion, while talking over family affairs. Scipio 
withdrew for fear of being a clog upon our confi- 
dence ; and I sat down with my mother to. an inter- 
change of communication, which lasted all night. 
We reciprocally gave a faithftil account of all that 
had happened to each of us, since my first sally 
from Ovijedo. She related in ftiU measure and run- 
ning over, all the petty insults, disappointments, 
and mortifications, which she had undergone in her 
pilgrimage from house to house as a duenna. A 
great number of these little anecdotes it would have 
hurt my pride that my secretary should have noted 
down in his biographical budget, though I had 
never concealed from him the ups and downs in the 
lottery of my own life. With all the respect I owe 
to my mother's sainted memory, the good lady ha4 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•EL BLAS. 21 

not the knack of going the shortest road to the end 
of a story : had she but praned h^ own memoirs of 
all luxuriant circumstances, there would not have 
been materials for more than a tithe of her narrative. 
At length she got to the end of her tether, and I 
began my career.' With respect to my general 
adventures, I passed, them over lightly ; but when I 
came to speak of the visit which the son of Bertrand 
Muscada, the grocer of Oviedo, had paid me at 
Madrid, I enlarged with decent compunction on 
that dark article in the history of my life. I must 
frankly own, said I to my mother, that I gave that 
young fellow a very bad reception ; and he, doubt* 
less, in revenge, must have drawn a hideous outline 
of my moral features. He did you more than ju8« 
tice, I trust, answered she : for he told us that he 
found you so puffed and swollen with the good for- 
tune thrust upon you by the prime minister, as 
scarcely to acknowledge him among your former 
acquaintance ; and, when he gave you a moving 
description of our miseries, you listened as if you 
had no interest in the tale, or knowledge of the 
parties. But as fathers and mothers can always 
find some cue for palliation in the conduct of their 
graceless children, we were loth to believe that you 
had so bad a heart. Your arrival at Oviedo justifies, 
our favourable interpretation ; and those tears which 
are now flowing down your cheeks, are so many 
pledges either of your innocence or your reformation 
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Your constructions ' were too partial, replied I : 
there was a great deal of truth in young Muscada*s 
report. When he came to see me, all my faculties 
were engrossed by vanity and mammon ; ambition, 
the prevailing devil which possessed me, left not a 
thought to throw away on the desolate condition of 
my parents. It therefore could be no wonder, if in 
such a disposition of mind I gave rather a freezing 
reception to a man who, accosting me in a peremp- 
tory style, took upon him to say, without mincing 
the matter, that it was well known, I was as rich as 
a J«w, and therefore he advised me to send you a 
good round sum, seeing that you were very much 
put to your shifts: nay, he went so far as to reproach 
me, in phrase of more sincerity than good manners, 
with my unfeeling negligence of my family. His 
confounded personality stuck in my throat ; so that 
losing my little &tock of patience, I shoved him 
fairly by the shoulders out of my closet. It must 
be confessed that I took the administration of justice 
a little too much into my own hands, being judge 
and party in the same cause : neither was it proper 
that you should bear the brunt, because the grocer 
was a little anti-saccharine in his phraseology; 
nor was his advice the less pertinent or just, though 
couched in homely terms, or urged with plodding 
vulgarity. 

All thi& came plump in the teeth of ray con-i 
science^ the moment I had turned Muscada out of 



y Google 



ChIL BLAB. 23- 

doors. The voice of natural' instinct contrived to. 
make its way ; my duty to my parents brought the 
blood into my face ; but it was the blush of shame 
for. its neglect; and not the glow of triumph at its 
performance. Yet even my remorse can give me 
little credit in your eyes, since it was soon stifled in 
the fumes of avarice and ambition.. But some time 
afterwards^ having been safely lodged in the tower, 
of Segovia by royal mandate^ I fell dangerously ill 
there ; and that timely remembrancer was* the cause 
of bringing back your son to you. So true is it, 
that sickness and imprisonment were my best moral 
tutors ; for they enabled nature to resume her rights, 
and weaned me effectually from the court. Hence- 
forth all my dear delight is in solitude ; and my 
only business in the Asturias is to intreat that you 
would share with me in the mild pleasures of. a 
retired lifè. If you reject not my earnest petition, I 
will attend you to an estate of mine in. the kingdom 
of Valencia^ and we will live these togethervery com- 
fortably. You are of course aware that I intended 
to take my father thither also ; but since heaven has 
ordained it otherwise,^ let me at least have the satis- 
faction of afibrdiug an asylum to my mother, and 
making amends by all the attentions in my power 
for the fallow seasons in the former harvest of my 
filial duty. 

I accept, your kind intentions in very good part^ . 
«^id my mother; an4 would take the journey with^.< 
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out hesitation, if I saw do obstacles in the way. But 
to desert your uncle in his present condition would 
be unpardonable ; and I am too much accustomed 
to this part of the country, to like living elsewhere : 
nevertheless, as the proposal deôerves to be maturely 
weighed, I will consider further of it at my leisure» 
At present, your father's funeral requires to be 
ordered and arranged. As for that, said I, we will 
leave it to the care of the young man whom you saw 
with me ; he is my secretary, with as clever a head 
and as good a heart as you have often been ac- 
quainted with ; let the business rest with him ; it 
cannot be in better hands. 

Hardly had I pronounced these words, when 
Scipio came back; for it was already broad day. 
He enquired whether he could be of any service in 
our present distresses. I answered that he was 
come just in time to receive some very important 
directions. As soon as he was made acquainted 
with the business in hand: A word to the wise! 
said he : the whole procession with its appropriate 
^ heraldry is already marshalled in this head of mine; 
you may trust me for a verypfetty funeral. Have a 
care, said my mother, to make it plain and decent, 
without any thihg like pomp or parade. It can 
scarcely be too humble for my husband, whom all 
the town knows to have been low in rank, and indi- 
gent in circumstances. Madam, replied Scipio, 
though he had been the meanest and most destitute 
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of the haman race, I would not bate one button in 
^e array of his posthumous honours. My master's 
credit is at stake in the proper conduct of the cere- 
mony : hq has been in an ostensible situation under 
the duke of Lerma, and his father ought to be buried 
with all the forms of state and nobility. 

I thought exactly as my secretary did upon the 
subject ; and even went so far as to bid him spare 
no expense on the occasion. A little leaven of 
vanity still fermented in the mass of my philosophy, 
and rose in my bosom with all the effervescence of 
its original lightness. I flattered myself that by 
lavishing posthumous honours on a father, who had 
blessed the day of his decease by no lucrative be- 
quest, I should instil into the conceptions of the 
bystanders a high sense of my generous nature. 
My mother, on her part, whatever airs of humility 
she might put on, had no dislike to seeing her hus- 
band carried out with due observance of funeral 
pomp and ceremony. We therefore left Scipio to 
do just as he pleased ; and he, without a moment's 
delay, adopted all the necessary measures for the 
display of the undertaker's liveliest fancy. 

The genius of that artist was called forth but too 
successfolly. His emblems, devices, and draperies 
were so ostentatious, as to disgust instead of cajoling 
the natives : every individual, whether of the town 
OF the suburbd, whether high or low, rich or poor, 
felt shocked and insulte^ by this afterthought pa- 
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rade. This ministerial beggar on horsebaek, said 
one, can put his hand into his pocket for his father's 
funeral baked meats, but never found in his heart 
wherewithal to furnish his living table with common 
necessaries. It would have been much more to the 
purpose, said another, to have made the old gentle- 
man's latter days comfortable, than to have wasted 
such thriftless sums on a post obit act of filial mu- 
nificence. In short, quips of the brain and peltings 
of the tongue pattered round our execrated heads. 
It would have been well, had the storm been only a 
whirlwind of passion, or hurricane of words ; but 
we were all, Scipio, Bertrand, and myself, corporally 
admonished of our misdeeds, on our coming out of 
church ; they abused us like pickpockets, made 
mouths and odious noises as we passed, and fol- 
lowed Bertrand at his heels to the inn with a 
copious volley of stones and mud. To disperse the 
mob which had collected before my uncle's house, 
my mother was, obliged to shew herself at the win- 
dow^ and to declare publicly rthat she was thoroughly 
satisfied with my proceedings. Another detach- 
ment had filed off to the stable-yard where mj 
carriage stood> in the full determination of breaking 
it to pieces; and this they would inevitably have 
done, if the landlord and landlady had net found 
some means of quieting their perturbed spirits, and 
turning them aside from their outrageous purpose. 
Ali these affronts^^so revplting to n^y dignity^ the; 
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effect of the tales which the young grocer had been 
spreading about town, inspired me with such a 
thorough hatred for my native place, that I deter^ 
mined on quitting Oviedo almost immediately, 
though but for this bustle I might have made it my 
residence for some time. I announced my intention, 
with the reasons of it, to my mother, who, consider- 
ing my uncouth reception as no very flattering 
compliment to herself, did not urge my longer stay 
among people so little inclined to treat me civilly. 
The only point remaining now to be discussed, was 
her future destiny and provision. My dear mother^ 
said I, since my uncle stands so much in need of 
your attendance, I will no longer urge you to go 
along with me ; but, as his days seem likely to be 
very few on earth, you must promise to come and 
take up your abode with me at my farm, as soon 
as the last duties aie perfoimed to his honoured 
remains. 

I shall make no such promise, answered my 
mother, for I mean to pas& the remnant of my days 
in the Asturias, and in a state of perfect indepen- 
dence. Will you not on all occasions, replied I, be 
absolute mistress in my household ? May- be so, 
and. may be not! rejoined she : you have only to fall 
in love with some flirt of a girl, and then you. will 
marsy : then she will be my daughter4n-law, and I 
shall be her stepmother; and then we shall live to-, 
gether as. stepmothers and daughtersriurlaw usually. 
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do. Your prognostics, said I, are fetched from a 
great distance. I have not at present the most 
remote intention of entering into the happy state : 
but even though such a whim should take posses- 
sion of my brain, I will pledge myself for instructing 
my wife betimes in an implicit submission to your 
will and pleasure. That is giving security, without 
the mean? of making good your contract, replied 
my mother ; you would scarcely be able to justify 
bail. I would not even swear that in our sparring- 
matches, you might not take your wife's part in pre- 
ference to mine, however ill she might behave, or 
however unreasonably she might argue. 

You talk very excellent sense, madam, cried my 
secretary, coming in for his share of the conversa- 
tion : I think, just as you do, that docihty is about as 
much the virtue of a donkey as of a daughter-in-law. 
As the matter stands, that there may be no difier-n 
ence of opinion between my m^ter and you, since 
you are absolutely determined to live asunder, you 
in the Asturias, and he in the kingdom of Valencia, 
he must allow you an annuity of a hundred pistoles, 
and sepd me hither every year for the payment. 
By thus arranging matters, mother and son will be 
very good friends, with an interval of two hundred 
leagues between them. The parties concerned fell 
in at once with the proposal : I paid the first year in 
advance, and stole out of Oviedo the next morning 
before dawn, for fear of vying with saint Stephen in 
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popular favour. Such were the charms of my return 
to my native place. An admirable lesson this, for 
those successful upstarts, who having gone abroad 
to make their fortunes, come home to be the purse* 
proud tyrants of their birth-place. 



CHAPTER III. 

Gil Bias sets out for Valencia^ and arrives at Lirias: 
description of his seat; the particulars of his re- 
ceptiony and the characters of the inhabitants he 
found there. 

We took the road for Leon, afterwards that of 
Palencia; and, continuing our journey by short 
st^s, arrived on the evening of the tenth day at 
the town of Segorba, wheuce early on the morrow 
we repaired to my seat, at the distance of very little 
more than three leagues. In proportion as we 
approached nearer, it was amusing to see with what 
a longing eye my secretary looked at all the estates 
which lay in our way, to the right and left of the 
road. Whenever he caught a glimpse of any, which 
bespoke the rank and opulence of its owner, he 
never missed pointing at it with his finger, and 
wishing that were the place of our retreat. 
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I know not, my good friend, said I^ what idea yot^ 
have formed of our habitation; but if you havei 
taken it into your head that ours is a magnificent 
house, with the domain of a great landed proprietor, 
I warn you in time that you are laying much too 
pattering an unction to your vanity. 

If you have no mind to be the dupe of a warm 
imagination, figure to yourself the little ornamented 
cottage which Horace fitted up near Tibur in the 
country of the Sabines, on a small farm, the fee* 
simple of which was given him by Mœcenas. Don 
Alphonso has made me just such another present;, 
more as a token of his affection, than for the value 
of the thing. Then I mwst expect to see nothing 
but a dirty hovel ! exclaimed Scipio. Bear in mi^d, 
replied I, that I have always given you quite an un- 
varnished description of my place ; and now, even 
at this moment, you may judge for yourself whether 
Ihave not stuck to truth and nature in my repre-. 
sentations. Just carry your eye along the course erf 
the Guadalaviar, and observe at a little distance 
from the further bank, near that hamlet, consisting 
of nine or ten tenements, a house with four small 
turrets ; that is my mansion. 

The deuce and all ! stammered out my secretary, 
short-breathed with sudden admiration : why that 
house is one of the prettiest things in nature. Be^ 
sides the castellated air which those turrets give it, 
all the beauties of situation apd architecture, fertility 
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of soil, and peifection of landscape combine to rival^ 
or excel the immediate neighbourhood of Seville^ 
complimented as it is for its picturesque attractions, 
by the appellation of an earthly paradise. Had we, 
chosen the place of our settlement for ourselves, it 
could not have been more to my taste: a river, 
meanders through the grounds, distilling plenty and 
verdure from its fertilizing bosom ; the leafy honours 
of an umbrageous wood invite the mid-day walk,, 
and qualify the temperature of the seasons. What 
a heavenly abode of solitude and contemplation I 
Ah ! my dear master, we shall act very foolishly, if 
we are in a hurry to run away from our happiness. 
I am delighted, answered I, that you are so well, 
satisâed with the retreat provided for us, though y^ 
acquainted with only a small part of its attractions^ 
As we were chatting in this strain, we got nearer 
and nearer to the house, where the door opened as 
by magic, the moment Scipio announced signer Gil 
Bias de SantiUane, who was coming to take posses- 
sion of his estate. At the mention of this name» 
received with reverential homage by the people wha 
had been instructed in the transfer of their obedi- 
ence, my carriage was admitted into a large court 
where I alighted : then leaning with all my weight 
upon Scipio, as if walking was a derogatioi^ from 
my dignity, and putting on' the gi'eat man after the 
most consequential models, I reached the hall; 
wber^, oil my entrance, seven or eight servants 
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made their obeisances. They told me, they wei^e 
come to welcome their new mast^ with their best 
loves and duties : that don Cœsar and don Alphonso 
de Leyva had chosen them to form my establish- 
ment, one in quality of cook, another as under-cook^ 
a third as scullion, a fourth as porter, and the rest 
as footmen ; with an express injunction to receive no 
wages or perquisites, as those two noblemen meant 
to defray all the expenses of my household. The 
cook, master Joachim by name, was commander in 
chief of this battalion, and announced to me the 
whole array of the campaign ; he declared that he 
had laid in a large stock of the choicest wines in 
Spain, and insinuated that for the solid supply of 
the table, he flattered himself a person of his educa-* 
tion and experience, who had been six years at the 
head of my lord archbishop of Valencia's kitchen, 
must know how to dish up a dinner, so as to meet 
the ideas of the most fastidious layman in Christen^ 
dom. But the proof of the pudding is in the eating, 
^dded he : so I will just go and give you a specimen 
of my talent. You had better take a walk, my lord, 
while dinner is getting ready : look about the pre- 
mises ; and see whether you find them in tenantable 
condition for a person of your lordship's dignity. 

The reader may guess whether I did not stir my 
stumps ; and Scipio, still more eager than myself to 
take a bird's eye inventory of our goods and chat- 
tels, dragged me back and fore from room to room. 
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lliere was not a comer of the house that we did 
not peep into, from the garret to the ceUar : not a 
closet or a cranny^ at least as we supposed, could 
escape our prying curiosity ; and in every iresh room 
we went into^ I had occasion to admire the kindness 
of don Cœsar and his son towards me. I was 
struck, among other things, with two apartments 
which were as elegantly furnished as they could be, 
without misplaced magnificence. One of them was 
hung with tapestry, the celebrated manufacture 
of the Low Countries; the velvet bed and chairs 
were still very handsome, though in the fashion of 
the time when the Moors possessed the kingdom of 
Valencia. Tlje furniture of the other room was in 
the same taste ; to wit, an . old suit of hangings, 
made of yellow Genoa damask, with a bed and arm 
chairs to match, fringed with blue silk. All these 
effects, which would have furnished but a sorry dis- 
play in an upholsterer's shop, made no contemptible 
appearance in their present situation. 
, After having rummaged over every article of the 
paraphernalia, my secretary and myself returned to 
the dining room, where the cloth was laid for two ; 
we sat down ; and in an instant they served up so 
delicious an oUa podrida, that we could not help 
revolving on the various turns of fate below, which 
had parted the good archbishop of Valencia from 
his cook. We had in truth a most catholic and 
ravenous appetite; a circumstance which added 
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tiëw zest to our praises and enjoyments; Betweéil 
every succeeding help, my servants, with all the 
alacrity of fresh and holiday service, filled our large 
glasses to the brim with wine^ the choicest vintage 
of La Mancha. Scipio> hot thihking it genteel to 
express aloud the inward chucklings of his heart at 
our dainty fare, winked and nodded his delight^ 
and spoke by signs, which I returned with the like 
dumb eloquence of overflowing satisfaction. The 
remove was a dish of roast quails, flanking a little 
leveret in high order, just kept long enough : for 
this we left our hash, good as it was, and gorged 
t)urselves to a surfeit on the game. When we had 
eaten as if we had never eaten befor|, and pledged 
t)he another in due proportion, we rose from table 
and went into the garden, to look out for some 
tool, pleasant spot, and take our afternoon's nap 
Voluptuously. 

If hitherto my secretary had goggled satisfaction 
at what he had seen, he stared wider and grinned 
broader at this vista vision of the garden. He 
scarcely allowed the comparison to be in favour of 
the Esôurial. The reason of its extreme hiceness 
was,' that don Ctesar, who came backwards and 
forwards to Lirias^ took pleasure in improving and 
ornamenting it. All the walks well gravelled and 
lined with orange trees, a latge reservoir of white 
marble, with a lion in bronze spouting water like à 
dolphin s deputy in the middle, the beauty of the 
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Bower borders, thé profusion and variety of the 
unit trees ; such pretty particulars as these made 
"Scipio smack his lips, and snufF the air ; but his 
Iraptures reached their summit at the gradual de^ 
scent of a long walk, leading to the bailiff's cottage, 
and overarched by the interwoven boughs of the 
trees planted on each side. While eulogizing a 
place so well adapted for a refuge from the intense- 
ness of the heat, we made a halt, and sat down at 
the foot of an elm> where sleep required very little 
cunning to entangle two high-fed, half-tipsy blades» 
just risen from «o voluptuous and voracious a repast. 
In about two hours we were startled out of our 
sleep by the repcwt of musketry, popping so near 
the head-quarters of our repose, that we appre- 
hended the camp to be attacked. On the alert! 
was the first idea that invaded our dozing minds. 
That we might procure the most authentic intelli- 
gence, in what direction the enemy was approach- 
fiig, we directed our march towards the bailiffs 
tenement. There were collected eight or ten clod- 
hoppers, all friends and neighbours, assembled on 
the green for the purpose of honouring my arrival, 
just communicated to the vacant senses of the said 
clodhoppers> by a discharge of fire-arms, whose 
barrels and furniture might thank me for the unusual 
favour of a thorough cleaning. The greater part of 
them were acquainted with my person, having seen 
me more than once at the castle, while engaged in 
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the bnsiness of my stewardship. No sooner did 
they set eyes on me, than they all shouted in unison; 
Long life to our new lord and master ! welcome to 
Lirias! Then they loaded once again, and fired 
another volley in honour of the occasion. My 
habits and manners were softened down to the most 
condescending urbanity, though with a decorous 
infusion of distance, lest any degrading construe-^ 
tions might be put upon too unlimited a freedom of 
address. With respect to my protection, I promised 
it according to the customary charter of newly-in- 
stalled possessors; and went so far as to throw 
them a purse of twenty pistoles : and this, in my 
opinion, was the point of all others in my conduct^ 
which touched their hearts most nearly. After this 
'benefaction, I left them at liberty to waste as much 
powder as they pleased, and withdrew with my 
secretary into the wood, where we walked to and 
fro till night-fall, without being at sdl tired of our 
rural prospect : so many charms had the view of a 
landscape, heightened by the substantial beauties of 
ownership in fee-simple, to our elevated and de- 
lighted imaginations ! 

The cook, the under-cook, and the scullion were 
not resting upon their oars all this time : they were 
working hard to fit up for us an edifice of belly 
timber, more magnificent than what we had already 
demolished ; so that we were over head and ears in 
amazement, when on our return to the room where 
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We had dined, we saw on the table a dish of four 
roast partridges, with a smothered rabbit on one 
side, and a fricasseed capon on the other. The 
second course consisted of pig*s ears, jugged game, 
and chocolate cream. We drank deeply of the 
most delicious wines, and began to think of going 
to bed, when it became a matter of doubt whether 
we could sit up any longer. Then my people, with 
lighted candles before me> led the Way to the best 
bed-room, where they were all most officious in 
assisting to undress me: but when they had ten^- 
dered me my gown and nightcap, I dismissed them 
with an authoritative undulation of my hand, sig- 
nifying that their services were dispensed with for 
the remainder of that night. 

Thus I sent them all about their business, keep- 
ing Scipio for a little private conference between 
ourselves ; and I led to it by asking him what he 
thought of my reception, as arranged by order of 
my noble patrons. Indeed and indeed, answered 
he, the human heart could not devisé any thing 
more delicious ; I only wish we may go on as we 
have begun. I have no wish of the kind, replied I : 
it is contrary to my principles to allow that my 
benefactors should put themselves to so much ex- 
pense on my account; it would be a downright 
fraud upon their benevolence» Besides^ I could 
never feel myself at home with servants in the pay 
of other people ; it is just like Hving in a lodging or 
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an inn. Then it is to be remembered, that I did 
not come hither to live upon so expensive a scale. . 
What occasion have we for so large an establish- 
ment of servants ? Our utmost want, with Bertrand, 
is a cook, a 'scullion, and a footman. Though my 
secretary would not have been at all sorry to table 
for «a continuance at the governor, of Valencia's 
expense, he did not oppose his own luxurious taste 
to my moral delicacy, but conformed at once to my , 
sentiments, and approved the reduction I was 
meditating to introduce. That point being decided, 
he left my chamber, and betook himself to his pil- ) 
low in his own. 



CHAPTER It. 



A jtmrney to Valencia^ and a visit to the lords of 
Leyva. The conversation of the gentlemen^ and 
Seraphina's demeanour, 

I GOT my clothes off as soon as possible, and 
went to bed, where, finding no great inclination to 
sleep, I coniiBiuned with my own thoughts. The 
mutual attachment between the lords of Leyva and 
myself was uppermost in the various topics of my » 
contemplation. With *^y hea^rt full of their late ' 
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It'îiïâness^ I determined on setting out for their resi- 
dence the next day, and quenching my impatience 
to thank them for their favours. Neither was it a 
slender gratification, to anticipate another interview 
with Seraphina; though there was somewhat of 
alloy in that pleasure : it was iolpossible to reflect 
without shuddering, that I should at the same time 
have to encounter the glances of dame Lorenza 
Sephora, who nAght not be greatly delighted at the 
renewal of our acquaintance, should her memory 
happen to stumble upon the circumstances con- 
nected with a certain box on the ear. With my 
mind exhausted by all these difierent suggestions, 
my eyelids at length closed, and the sun had 
peeped in at my window, long before they turned 
upon their hinges. 

I was soon out of bed ; and dressed tnyself with 
all possible expedition, in the earnest desire of pro- 
secuting my intended journey. Just as I had 
finished my hasty operatiotis, my secretary came 
into the room. Scipio, said I, you behold a man on 
the point of Setting out for Valencia: I ought to lose 
no time in paying my respects to those noblemen, 
to whom I am indebted for my little independence ; 
every montent of delay in the performance of this 
duty throws a new weight of ingratitude on my 
conscience. As for, you, my friend, there is no 
necessity for your attendance ; stay here during my 
absence ; I shall come back to you within the space 
d2 
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of a week. Heaven speed you, sir ! answered hé Î 
be sure you do not slight don Alphonso and his 
father : they seem to me to thrill with the kindly 
vibrations of friendship^ and to be unbounded in 
their acknowledgment of obligation : gratitude and 
benevolence are so uncommon in people of rank, 
that they deserve to be made the most of where 
found. I sent a message to Bertrand» to hold hiih- 
self in readiness for setting out, and took my cho- 
colate while he was harnessing the mules. When 
all was prepared, I got into my carriage, after 
having directed my people to consider my secretary 
as master of. the house id my abs^ce^ and to obey 
his orders as if they were my own. 

I got to Valencia in less than four hours, and 
drove at once to the governor s stables, where I 
aUghted and left my equipage. On going to the 
house, I was informed âiat don Cœsar and -his son 
were together. I did not wait for an introduction^ 
but went in without ceremony ; and addressing mfy- 
self to both of ihem, Servants, said I, never send in 
their names to their masters ; heie is an old piece of 
family furniture, not ornamental indeed, but of a 
fashion when gratitude was neither out of date nor 
out of countenance. These words were accom- 
panied with an effort to throw myself ob my knees; 
but they anticipated my purpose, and embraced me 
one after the other with all possible evidence of sin- 
cere aaection. Well then ! my deat Santillane, said 
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don Alphonso, you have been at liriafi to take pos- 
session of your little property. Yes, my lord, 
answered I ; and my next request is that you would 
be pleased to take it back again. What is your 
reason for that? replied he. Is there any thing 
about it, at all oflfensive to your taste ? Not in the 
place itself, rejoined I: on the contrary, that is 
every thing that my heart can wish: the only fault 
I have to find with it, is that the kitchen smells too 
strongly of the hierarchy ; a lay Christian should 
not live like an archbishop ; besides that there are 
three times as many servants as are necessary, and 
consequently you are put to an expense at once 
enormous and usieless. 

Had you accepted the annuity of two thousand 
ducats which we offered you at Madrid, said don 
Ceesar, we should have thought it enough to give 
you the mansion furnished as it is ; but you know, 
you refused it ; and we felt it but right to do what 
we have done as an equivalent. Your bounty has 
been too lavish, answered I : the gift of the estate 
was the utmost limit to which it should have been 
extended, and that was more than sufficient to 
crown my largest wishes. But to say nothing àboiït 
what it has cost you to keep up so great and ex- 
pensive an establishment, I declare to you most 
solemnly that these people stand in my way, and 
are a great annoyance. In one word, gentlemen, 
either take back your boon, or give me leave to 
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enjoy it in my own way. I pronounced these last 
words so much as if I was in earnest, that the father 
and son, not meaning to lay me under any unplea- 
sant restraint, at length gave me their permission to 
manage my household as it should seem expedient 
to my better judgment. 

I was thanking them very kindly for having 
granted me that privilege, without which a duke- 
dom would have been but splendid slavery, when 
. don Alphonso interrupted me by saying ; My dear 
Gil Bias, I will introduce you to a lady who will be 
extremely happy to see you. Thus preparing me 
for the interview, he took me by the hand and led 
the way to Seraphina*s apartment, who set up a 
, scream of joy on recognizing me. Madam, said the 
governor, I. flatter myself that the visit of our friend 
Santillane at Valencia is not less acceptable to you 
than to myself. On that head, answered she, he 
may rest confidently assured: time has not obli- 
terated the remembrance of the service which he 
once rendered me, and to that must be added a new 
debt of gratitude incurred on the score of your ob- 
ligations. I told the governor's lady, that I was 
already too well requited for the danger which I 
had shared in common with her deliverers, in.ex- 
posing my life for her sake: compliments to the 
like effect were bandied about for some time on 
both sides, when don Alphonso motioned to quit 
Seraphina's room. We thea went b^k to dcm 
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Cœsor, whom we found in the saloon wi(h a fashion- 
able party, who were come to dinner. 

All these gentlemen were introduced, and paid 
their compliments to me in the politest manner; 
nor did their attentions relax in assiduity, when don 
^ Cœsar told them that I had been one of the duke of 
Lerma*s principal secretaries. In alllikehhood several 
of them might not be unacquamted' that don vAlphonso 
had been promoted to the goyemraent of Valencia by 
my interest : for political secrets are seldom kept 
However that might be, while we were at tables the 
€ony€rsation principally turned on the new cardinal. 
Some of the company either were, or afiected to be, 
his unqualified admirers, while others allowed his 
merit upon the whole, but thought it had been rather 
over-rated: I plainly saw through their design of 
drawing me on to enlarge on the subject of his 
eminence, and to gratify their taste for scandal with 
x^ourt anecdotes at his expense. I could have been 
well enough pleased to have delivered my real sen- 
.timents on his character; but I kept my tongue 
within my teeth, and thereby passed in the estima- 
tion of the guests for a close, confidential, politic, 
trust-worthy young statesman. 

The party respectively retired home after dinner, 

to take their usual nap ; when don Cœsar and his 

son, yielding to a similar inclination^ shut themselves 

tip in their apartments. 

. For my own part, full of impatience to see à towtx 
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which I had so often heard extolled for its heauty, I 
went out of the governor's palace with the intention 
of walking through the streets. At the gate a man 
accosted me with the following address : Will signor 
de Santillane allow me to take the liberty of paying 
my respects to him ? I asked him who, and what 
he was. I am don Cœsar's valet-de-chambre, 
answered he : but was one of his ordinary footmen 
during your stewardship ; I used to make my court 
to you every morning, and you used to. take a great 
deal of notice of me. I regularly gave you intelli- 
gence of what was passing in the house. Do you 
recollect my apprising you one day that the village 
surgeon of Ley va was privately admitted into dame 
Lorenza Sephora's bed-chamber ? It is a circum- 
stance which I have by no means forgotten, replied 
I. But now that we are talking of that formidable 
duenna, what is become of her ? Alas ! resumed 
he, the poor creature moped and dwindled after 
your departure, and at length gave up the ghost, 
more to the grief of Seraphina than of don Alphonso, 
who seemed to consider her death as no great evil. 
Don Cœsar's valet-de-chambre, having thus ac- 
quainted me with Sephora's melancholy end, made 
an humble apology for having presumed to stop my 
walk, and then left me to continue my progress* I 
t;ould not help paying the tril^ute of a sigh to the 
memory of that ill-fated duenna ; and her decease 
^ected me the morcj because I tsuied myself with 
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that melancholy catastrophe^ though a moment's 
r^ection would have convinced me, that the grave 
owed its precious prey to the inroads of her cancer, 
rather than to the cruel charms of my person. 

I looked with an eye of pleasure upon every 
thing worth notice in the town. The archbishop's 
marble palace feasted my eyes with all the magni- 
ficence of architecture ; nor were the piazzaa which 
surrounded the exchange much inferior in commer- 
cial grandeur ; but a large building at a distance, 
with a great crowd standing before the doors, 
attracted all my attention. I went nearer, to ascer- 
tain the reason why so great a concourse of both 
sexes was collected; and was soon let into the 
secret by reading the- following inscriptioh in letters 
of gold on a tablet of black marble over the door : 
*Xa Posada de hs Représentantes, The play-bills 
announced for tiiat day a new tragedy, never per- 
formed, and gave the name of don Gabriel Triaqiiero 
98 the author. 
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CHAPTER V. 



GU Bias goes to tite play, and sees a new tragedy. 
The success of the piece. The public taste at 
' Valencia. 

I STOPPED for some minutes before the door to 
make my remarks on the people who were going in. 
There were some of all sorts and sizes. Here wa^ 
a knot of genteel-looking fellows, whose tailors at 
least had done justice to their fashionable, preten- 
sioncf; thqre at mob of ill-favoui?ed.and ilUmanpered 
jnortalsy. in a garb to identify vulgarity. To the 
right was a bevy of noble ladies, alighting from their 
carnages to take possession of their private boxes ; 
to the left a tnbe of female traders in lubricity, who 
came to sçll their ws^es in the lobby. This mixed 
concourse of spectators, as various in their minds 
as in their faces, gave me an itching inclination to 
increase their number. Just as I was taking my 
check, the governor and hi& lady drove up. They 
spied me out in the crowd, and having sent for me, 
took me with them to their box, where I placed 
myself behind them, in such a position a& to con-^ 
verse at my ease with either. 

The theatre was filled with spectators from the 
cieling downwards, the pit thronged almost to suf- 
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fbcation, and the stage crowded with knights of the 
three military orders. Here is a full house ! said I 
to don Alphonso. You are not to consider that as 
any thing extraordinary, answered he : the tragedy 
now about to be produced is from the pen of ^ don 
Gabriel Triaquero, the most fashionable dramatic 
writer of his day. Whenever the play-bill announces 
any noTelty from this favourite author, the whole 
town of ^Valencia is in a bustle. The men as well 
as tile women talk incessantly on the subject of the 
piece : all the boxes are taken ; and, on the first 
night of performance, there is a risk of broken limbs 
in getting in, though the price of admission is 
doubled,, with the exception of the pit, which is too 
authoritative a part of the house for the proprietors 
to tamper with its patience. What a paroxysm of 
partiality! said I to the governor. This eager 
curiosity of the public, this hot-headed impatience 
to be present at the ^ first representation of don 
Gâbrier« pieces, gives me a magnificent, idea of that 
poet's genius.- 

At this period of our conversation the curtain 
rose. We immediately left off talking, . to fix our 
whole attention on the stage. The applauses were 
rapturous even at the prologue : as the-performance 
adfaneed, every sentiment and situation, nay, al- 
most every line of the piece called forth a burst of 
acclamation ; and at the end of each act the clap- 
3ping of hands was so. loud and incessant, as almost 
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to bring the building about our ears. After the 
dropping of the curtain, the author was pointed out 
to me, going about from box to box, and with all 
the modesty of a successful poet, submitting his 
head to the imposition of those laurels, which the 
genteeler, and especially the fairer part of the audi- 
ence had prepared for hk coronation. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where we 
were met by a party of three or four gentlemen. 
Besides these mere amateurs, there were two reteran 
authors of considerable eminence in their line, and 
a gentleman of Madrid with tolerably fair claims t(t 
critical authority and judgment. They had all been 
at the play. The new piece was the only topic of 
conversation during supper-time. Gentlemen, said 
a knight of St. James, what do you think of this 
tragedy ? Has it not every claim to the character of 
a finished work? Thoughts that breathe, and words 
that bum, a hand to touch the true chords of pity, 
and sweep the lyre of poetry ; requisites how rarely,, 
^and yet how admirably united I In a word, it is the 
performance of a person mixing; in the higher circles 
of society. There can be no possible difference of 
opinion on that subject, said a knight of Alcantara*^ 
Tike piece, is full of strokes which Apollo himself 
might have aimed, and of perplexities, contrived sp 
Uiat none but the author himself could have unr^r 
veiled them. I appeal to thdt acute and ingeniotts 
strang^rj, added be,, addressing his discourse to the 
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Castilian gentleman; he looks to me like a good 
judge, and I will lay a wager that he is on my side 
of the question. Take care how you stake on an 
uncertainty, my worthy knight, answered the gen- 
tleman with a sarcastic smile. I am not of your 
provincial school : we do not pass our judgment so 
hastily at Madrid. Far from sentencing a piece on 
its first representation, we are jealous of its apparent 
merit while aided by scenic deception ; our fancies 
and our feelings may be carried away for the 
moment, but our serious decision is suspended till 
we have read the work; and the most common 
result of its appeal to the press is a defalcation from 
it& powers of pleasing on the stage. 

Thus you perceive, pursued he, that it is our 
practice to examine a work of genius closely, before 
^6 stamp on it the mark of a stock piece: its 
author's fame, let it ring as loudly as it may, can 
never confound our exactness of discrimination. 
When Lope de Vega himself or Calderona ventured 
on the boards, they encountered rigid critics, though 
in an audience which doted on them ; isritics wjiQ 
would not 4sign their passport to the regions of 
immortality, till they had sifted their claims to be 
admitted there. 

That is a little too much, interrupted the knight of 
St James. We are not quite so cautious as you. 
It is i^ot our custom to wait for the printing of a 
piece, ki order to decide on its reputation. By the 
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very first performance it sinks or swims. It does 
not even seem necessary to be inconyeniently atten- 
tive to the business of the stage. It is sufficient 
that we know it for a production of don Gabriel, to 
be persuaded that it combines every excellence. 
The works of that poet may justly be considered as 
<;ommenGing a new era^ and fixing the criterion of 
^good taste. The school of Lope and Calderona was 
the mere^ cart of Thespis, compared with the po- 
lished scenes of this great dramatic master. The 
gentleman, who looked up to Lc^e and Calderona 
^as the Sophocles and Euripides of the Spaniards, 
-could not easily be brought to acknowledge such 
wild canons of criticism. This is dramatic heresy 
with a vengeance! exclaimed he. Since y ou com- 
pel me, gentlemen, to decide like you on the falla- 
^cious evidence of a first nighty I must tell you that 
I am; not at- all satisfied with this new tragedy of 
your don Gabriel. As a poem, it abounds more 
•with glittering conceits than with passages of pathos 
or delineations of nature. The verses, three out of 
four, are defective either in measure or rhyme ; the 
characters, clumsily imagined, or incongruously 
supported; and the thoughts have often the obscu- 
rity of a riddle without its ingenuity. 

The two authors at table, who,- with a prudence 
equally commendable and unusual, had' said no- 
thing for fear of lying under the imputation of 
^jealousy,.: could; not ^help^ assentingp.. to the. la^il. 
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speaker's opinions by their looks ; which warranted 
me in concluding that their silence was less awing 
to the perfection of the work, than to the dictates 
of personal policy. As for the military critics, they 
got to their old topic of ringing the changes on don 
Gabriel, and exalted him to a level with the und^r 
tenants of Olympus* This extravagant association 
with the demi-gods, this blind and stiff-necked 
idolatry, divorced the Castilian from his little stock 
of patience, so that, raising his hands to heaven, he 
broke out abruptly into a volley of enthusiasm : O 
divine Lope de Vega, sublime and unrivalled genius, 
who hast left an immeasurable space between thee 
and a,ll the Gabriels who would light their tapers 
from thy bright effulgence ! and thou, mellow, soft- 
voiced Calderona, whose elegance and sweetness, 
rejecting buskined rant and tragic swell, reign with 
undisputed sway, over the affections,; fear not, either 
of ypu^ lest your altars should be overturned by this 
tonguertied nursling of the muses ! It will be the 
^tmost of his renown, if posterity, before whose eyes 
your, works shall live in. daily view, and form their 
dear delight, shall enrol his name, as matter of his- 
tory and curiojis i^eçord,.^ on the list of obsolete 
authprs* 

l%is animated, apostrophe, for which the company 
was not^atall prepared, raised a hearty laugh; after 
:^ch we all rose from table and withdrew.. An 
^pariment.had. bc^en gpt reiaidy for me by^ doA Al- 
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phonso's order, where I found a good bed ; and my 
lordship, i3ring down in luxurious weariness, went to 
sleep upon the tag of the Castilian gentleman's 
impassioned vindication, and dreamed most crustily 
of the injustice done to Lope and Calderona by 
ignorant pretenders. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Cril Bias, walking about the streets of Valencia, 
meets with a man of sanctity whose pious face he 
had seen somewhere else. What sort of man this 
man of sanctity turns out to be. 

As I had not been able to complete my vjew of 
the city on the preceding day, I got up betimes in 
the morning with the intention of taking another 
walk. In the street I remarked a Carthusian fViar, 
who doubtless was thus early in motion to promote 
the interests of his order. He walked with his eyes^ 
fixed on the ground, and a gait so holy and con- 
templatiye, as to inspire every passenger with reli- 
gious awe. His path w£ts in the same directibn a& 
mine. I looked at him with more than ordinary 
curiosity, and could not help fancying it wa& d,6n 
Raphael, that man of shifts and, eTtpedients» who. 
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has already secured so honourable a niche in the 
t^nple of fame : (See the first and second volumes of 
my memoirs.) 

I was so utterly astonished^ so thrown off my 
balance by this meeting, that instead of accosting 
the monk, I remained motionless for some seconds, 
which gave him time to get the start of me. Just 
heaven! said I, were there ever two faces more 
exactly alike ? I do not know what to make of it ! 
It seems incredible that Raphael should turn up in 
such a guise ! And yet how is it possible to be any 
one else ? I felt too great a curiosity to get at the 
truth, not to pursue the enquiry. Having ascer- 
tained the way to the monastery of the Carthusians, 
I repaired thither immediately, in the hope of 
coming across the object of my search on his return, 
and with the full intent of stopping and parleying 
with him* But it was quite unnecessary to wait for 
his arrival, to enlighten my mind upon the subject : 
on reachmg the convent gate, another physiognomy, 
such as few persons had read without paying for 
their lesson, resolved all my doubts into certainty ; 
for the friar who served in the capacity of porter 
was unquestionably my old and godly-visaged ser- 
vant, Ambrose de Lamela. 

Our surprise was equal on both sides, at meeting 
again in such a place. Is not this a play upon the 
senses ? said I, paying my compliments to him. Is 
it actually one of my friends who-presents himsrelf to 
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my astonished sight ? He did not know me again 
at first, or probably might pretend not to do so : but, 
reflecting within himself that it was in vain to deny 

^his own identity, he assumed the start of a man who 
all at once hits upon a circumstance which had 

, hitherto escaped his recollection. Ah ! signor Gil 
Bias, exclaimed be, excuse my not recognizing your 
person immediately. Since ! have lived in this holy 
place, every faculty of' my soul has be^ absorbed 
in the performance of the duties, prescribed by our 
rules, so that by degrees I lose the remembrance of 
all worldly objects and events. 

After a separation of ten years, said I, it gives me 

. much pleasure to find you again in so venerable a 
garb. For my part, answered he, it fills me with 

, shame and confusion to appear in it before a man 
who has been an eye-witness of my guilty courses. 
These ghostly weeds are at once the charm of my 

: present life, and the condemnation of my fornier. 
Alas ! added he, heaving a righteous sigh, to be 

.worthy of wearing it> my earlier years^ should have 

;been passed in primitive innocence. By this dis- 
course, so rational and edif]^n^ replied j, k is plain, 
my dear brother, that the finger of the lord has been 
upon you, that you are marked out for a vessel of 
sanctification. I tell you once again, I am delighted 
at it, and would give the world to know in what 
miraculous manner you and Raphael were led into 
the path of the righteous; for I am persuaded that 
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it was kis own self whom I met in the town» habked 
as a. Carthusian. I waa^ extremely sorry afterwards, 
not to have stopped and spoken to. him in the 
street; and I am waiting here to apologize for my 
neglect oahis return. 

You were not mistaken, said Lamela : it was don 
Raphael himself whom you saw ; and, as for the 
particulars of our conversion, they are as follow : 
After parting with you near Segorba, we struck into 
the Valencia road, with the design of bettering ^ur 
trade by some new speculation. Chance or destiny 
one day led our steps into, the church of the Car- 
thusians, while service was performing in the choir. 
.The demeanour of the brethren attracted our notice, 
and we experienced in our own persons the in- 
voluntary homage which vice pays to virtue. We 
admired the fervour with which they poured. forth 
their devotions, their looks of pious mortification, 
their deadness to the pleasures of the world and the 
-flesh, and in the settled composure of their counte- 
nances, the outward sign of an approving conscience 
within. 

Whik making these observations, we fell into a 
'train of thought which became like manna to the 
. hungry and thirsty soul : we compared our habits of 
life with the employments of these holy men,, and 
the wide difference between our spiritual conditions 
filled us with confusion and affright. Lamela^ said 
don R^phael,^as we went out ^f. church, how do 
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you stand affected by what- we have just seen ? For 
my part, there is no dis^ising the truth, my mind 
is tU at ease. Emotions, new and indescribable, are 
rushing upon my mind ; and, for the first time in 
my life, I reproach myself with the wickedness of 
my past actions. I am just in the same temper of 
soul, answered I : my iniquities are all drawn up in 
array against me, they beset me, they stare me in 
the face ; my heart, hitherto proof against all the 
arrows of remorse, is at this moment shot through 
and through; torn and disfigured, tormented and 
destroyed. Ah! my dear Ambrose, resumed my 
partner, we are two stray sheep, whom our heavenly 
Father, in mercy, would lead back gently to the fold. 
It is he himself, my child, it is he who warms and 
guides us. Let us not be deaf to the call of his 
ioice ; let us abandon all our wicked courses, let us 
begin from this day to work out our salvation with 
diligence and in the spirit of repentance : we had 
better spend the remainder of our days in this con- 
vent, and consecrate them to penitence and de- 
votion. 

I applauded RaphaeFs sentiment, continued bro- 
ther Ambrose ; and we formed the glorious resolu- 
tion of becoming Carthusians. To carry it into. effect, 
we applied to the venerable prior, who was no sooner 
made acquainted with our purpose, than, to ascer* 
tain whether our call was from the world above or 
tl^e world beneath^ he appointed us to ceHs, and all 
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%e strictAess of monkish discipline, fot a whole year. 
We acted up to the rules with equal regularity and 
fortitude, and, by way of reward, were admitted 
among the novices. Our condition was so much 
what we wished it, and our hearts were so full of re» 
ligious zeal, that we underwent the toils of our noTi^ 
ciate with unflinching courage. When that Waa 
over, we professed ; after which don Raphael, ap* 
pearing admirably well qualified^ both by nature 
talent and various experience, for the management 
of secular concerns, was chosen assistant to an old 
friar who was at that time proctor. The son of Lu* 
cinda would infinitely have preferred dedicating 
every remaining moinent of his existence to prayer ; 
but he found it necessary to sacrifice his taste for 
xlevotion, in furtherance t)f the general prosperity. 
He entered with so much s^eal and knowledge into 
the interests of the house, that he was considered as 
the most eligible person to succeed the old proctor, 
who died three years afterwards. Don Raphael ac* 
trordingly fill« that office at present; and it may 
truly be said that he discharges his duty to the 
entire satisfaction of all our fathers, who praise in 
tlie highest terms his conduct in the administration 
of pur temporalities. What is most of all miracu-' 
lous, and shews the hand of heaven in his conver« 
sion, is that, with such an accumulation of business 
rushing in upon him in his bursarial department^ bis 
regards are inalienably fixed on the world to come. 
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Wbieh business leaves him but a moment to rebmit' 
nature, instead of lavishing'the short period in indul- 
gence, his thoughts wing their way into the regiond 
of devout and holy meditation. In short, he is the 
most exemplary member of this body. 

At this period of our conversation I interrupted 
Laniela by an ebullition of Joy to which I gave vent» 
at the sight of Raphael coming in. Here he is!' 
exclaimed Î : behold that tighteous buïSar for whom 
I have been sb impatiently Waiting. With a leap 
and a bound did I run to meet and embrace hito> 
He submitted to the hug with his newljr-acquired 
resignation; and, without betraying the slightest 
shock at meeting With an old companion of his pro- 
faner hours, his words wete dictated by the spirit of 
gentleness and humility: The powers above be- 
praised, signer de Santillane, the powers be praised 
for this kind providence whereby we meet again. In 
good truth, my dear Raphael, replied I, your happy 
destiny pleases me as much as if it had been my 
own good-luck: brother Alnbrose has told me the 
Whole stdry of your conversio'n, and the tale almost 
moved me to a similar chatige. What a glorious 
lot for you two, my friends, when you have reason 
to flatter yourselves with being among that picked 
number of the elect, who have eternal happiness 
thrust upon them whether they will or no ! 

Two miserable sinners like ourselves, resumed • 
the son of Lucinda, with an air which marked the • 
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lextf^snéof sanctified morality; must not hope that 
OUT own merits are of weight enough to save our 
souls; but even the wicked one who repenteth,. 
findeth grace with the Father of mercies. And you - 
signer Gil Bias, added he, is it not time to lay in a 
claim for pardon of the offences which you have 
committed ? What is your business here in Valent 
cia? Are you not hankering after some oiàce of: 
devirs deputy, and making shipwreck of your voy- . 
age to another world ? Not so, by the blessing of ' 
heaven, answered I : since I turned my back on the 
court, I have led a very moral sort of life ; some- . 
times ' enjoying rural recreations on an estate of 
mine at a few leagues distance from this town, and . 
sometimes coming hither to pass my time with my 
friend the governor, whom you both of you must 
know perfectly welk 

On this cue I related to them the storj^ of don 
Alphonso de Leyva. They heard the particulars ' 
with attention ; and on my telling them that I had 
carried to Samuel Simon, on the part of that noble- 
man, the three thousand ducats of which we had 
robbed him, Lamela interrupted the thread of my 
narrative; and, addressing his discourse to Raphael, . 
said: Father Hilary, if this be true, the. honest 
vender of wares has no reason to quarrel with a , 
robbery which has paid him fifty per cent ; and our ; 
consciences, as far as that indictment goes, may 
bask in the sunshine of acquitted innocence.. Bro- « 
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ther Ambrose and I, said the bursar^ did actually^ 
on the assumption of the habit^ send Samuel Simon 
fifteen hundred ducats privately, by a pious ecclesi^ 
astic who made a pilgrimage to Xelva for the sole 
purpose of accomplishing this restitution : but it will 
go hard with Samuel at the general reckoning, if hé 
for filthy lucre could soil his fingers with that snm^ 
after having been reimbursed in full by signer de 
Santillane. But, said I, hoW do you know that your 
fifteen hundred ducats were faithfully paid into his 
hands ? Unquestionably they were ! exclaimed don 
Raphael : I would answer for the disinterested 
purity of that ecclesiastic, as soon as for my own. 
I would be your collateral security, said Lamela.; 
he is a priest of the strictest sanctity, a sort of 
universal almoner; and though many times cited, 
for sums of money, deposited with him for charitable 
iiseS; he has always nonsuited the plaintifis, and 
gone out of court with an augmentation of alms-^ 
giving notoriety* 

Our conversation continued for some time loiiger : 
at leiigth we parted, with many a pious exhortation 
on their side, always to have the fear of the Lord 
before my eyes, and with many an earnest intreaty . 
on miné, that they would remember toe constantly 
in their prayers. Don Alphonso was now the first 
object of my search « You will never guess^ said I, 
with whom I have just had a long conference. I am 
but now come from two venerable Carthusians of 
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Hilary^ that of the other, brother Ambrose. Yoh 
are mistaken, answered don Alphonso; I am not 
acquainted with a single CarthusiaD. Pardon me, 
Replied I ; you have seen brother Ambrose at Xelya 
in the capacity of commissary, and father Hilary as 
register to the inquisition. Oh heaven ! exclaimed 
the governor with surprise^ can it be within the 
bounds of possibility that Raphael and Lao&ela 
should have turned Carthusians? It is even so, 
answered I : they professed several years ago. The 
former is bursar and proctor to the convent^ the 
latter^ porter. 

The son of don Cœsar rubbed his forehead twice 
or thrice, then shaking his head, These worshipful 
officers of the inquisition, said he, most assuredly 
purpose playing over the old farce on a new stage 
here. You judge of them by prejudice, answered 
I, from the impression of their characters as men of 
un : but had you been edified by their lectures as I 
have been, you would think more favourably of their 
holiness* To be sure, it is not for mortal men to 
fathom the depths of other men's hearts ; but, to all 
appearance, they are two prodigals returned home. 
It possibly may be so, replied don Alphonso : there 
are many instances of libertines, who hide their 
heads in cloisters, after having scandalized human 
nature .by their obliquities, to expiate their offences 
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by a sevete penanèe : I heartily wish that our tW0 
monks may be sudi libertines restored. 

Well ! and why not ? said I. They have embraced 
the monastic life of their own accord, and hare 
squared their conduct for a length of thne accord^ 
ing to the maxims of their order. You may say 
what you please, retorted the governor ; but I do 
not like the convent rents being received by this 
father Hilary, of whom I cannot help entertaining a 
very untoward opinion. When the fine story he toW 
us of his adventures comes across my mind, I tremble 
for the reverend brotherhood. I am willing to be- 
lieve, with you, that he has taken the vow with the 
pious intention of keeping it ; but the blaze of gold 
may be too much for the weakness of his regenerated 
eye-sight. It is bad policy to lock up a reformed 
drunkard in a wine cellar. 

In the course of a few days don Alphonso*a mis- 
givings were fully justified ; these two official props 
and stays of the establishment ran away. with the 
year's revenue. This news, which was immediately 
noised about the town, could not do otherwise than 
set the tongues of the wits in motion; for they 
always make themselves merry at the crosses and 
losses of the well-endowed religious orders. As for 
the governor and myself, we condoled wiA the 
Carthiisians, but kept our : acquaintance with the 
apostate pilferers in the back ground. 



y Google 



OIL BLAS. 63 



CHAPTER VIL 



tjU Bias returns to his seat at Lirias» Sdpio's 
ajgreeahle intelligence^ and a reform in the domes- 
tic arrangements. 

I PASSED a week at Valencia in the first com- 
pany, living on equal terms with the best of the 
nobility. Plays, balls, concerts, grand dinners, 
ladies* parties, all things that heart could wish or 
vanity grow tall upon, were provided for me by the 
governor and his lady, to whom I paid my court, so 
dexterously, that they were heartily sorry to see me 
set out on my return to Lirias. They even obliged 
me, before they would let me go, to engage for a 
division of my time between them and my hermit- 
age. It was determined that I should spend the 
.winter at Valencia, and the summer at my seat 
After this bargain, my benefactors left me at liberty 
to tear myself from them, and go where their kind- 
ness, would be always staring me in the face. 

Scipio, who was waiting impatiently for my return, 
was ready to jump out of his skin for joy at the sight 
of me ; and his ecstasies were doubled at my circum- 
stantial account of the journey. And now foi: your 
history,: my friend, said I, taking breath : to what 
moral uses have you turned the solitary period of 
e2 
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my absence ? Has the time passed agreeably ? As 
welly onamered he, as it could with a servant to 
whom nothing is so dear as the presence of his 
master. I have walked over our little domain, cir* 
cuitously and diagonally : sometimes seated on tht 
margin of a fountain in our wood» I have taken 
pleasure in beholding the transparency of its waters, 
which are as pellucid as those of the «acred spring, 
iidiose projection from the rock made the vast forest 
of Albunea to resound with the roar of the cascade : 
sometimes lying at the foot of a tree> I have listened 
lo the song of the linnet or the nightingale. At other 
times I have hunted or fished; and, what has given 
me more rational delight than all these pastimes, I 
have whiled away many a profitable hour in the im- 
provement of my mind. 

I interrupted my secretary in a tone of eager 
enquiry, to ask where he had pro<^ured books. I 
found them, said he, in an eleg9nt library here in 
the house, whither master Joachim took me. Hey- 
day ! in what corner^ resumed I, can this said library 
be ? Did we not go over the whole building on the 
day of our arrival? You fancied so, rejoined he 5 
but you are to know that we only explored three 
sides of the square, and forgot the fourth. It was 
there that don Cœsar, when he came to lirias, 
employed part of his time in reading. There are in 
this library some veiy good books, left as a never- 
failing phylactery against the blue devils, when our 
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gardens despoiled of Flom's treasure, and our woods 
of their leafy honours, shall no longer challenge 
those miscreant invaders to combat in the forest or 
the bower. The lords of Leyva have not done 
diings by halves ; but have catered for the mind as 
well as for the body. 

This intelligence filled me with sincere rapture. I 
was shewn to the fourth side of tbe square, and 
feasted with ^n intellectual banquet Don Cesar's 
room I immediately determine ifi make my own. 
That nobleman's bed was still, there, with corresr 
pondent furniture, consisting of historical tapestry, 
representing the rape of the Sabine women by the 
Romans. Froi^i the bed-chamber, I went into a 
doset fitted up with low bookcases well filled, and 
over them the portraits of the Spanish kings. Near 
a window whence you command a prospect of a 
most bewitching country, diere was an ebony wri'- 
ting'desk and a large sofii, covered with black 
morocco. But I gave my attention principally to^ 
the library. It was composed of philosophers, poets, 
historians ; and abounded in romances. Don Cœsar 
seemed to give the preference to that light reading, 
if one might judge by the profusion of supply. I 
oHust own to my shame, that my taste was not at all 
above the level of those productions, notwithstand^ 
ing t^e extravagances they delight in stringing 
together ; whether it was owing to my not being a 
irery critical reader at that time» or because Ûm 
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Spaniards are naturally addicted to the marvellous; v 
I must nevertheless plead in my own justification, 
that I was alive to the charms of a sprightly and 
popular morality, and that Lucian, Horace, and 
Erasmus became my favourite and standard authors. 
My friend, said I to Scipio, when my eyes had 
coursed over my library, here is wherewithal to feed 
and pamper ouf minds ; but our present business is 
to reform our household. On that subject, I can 
spare you a great deal of trouble, answered he: 
During your absence, I have sifted your people 
thoroughly, and flatter myself, it is no empty boast 
to say that I know them. Let us begin with master 
Joachim: I take him to be as great a scoundrel as 
iever breathed, and have nb doubt but he was turned 
away from the archbishop's for errors, which w«re 
too great to be excepted in the passing of his 
accounts. Yet we must keep him for two reasons.: 
the first, because he is à good cook ; and the second, 
because I shall always have an eye over him; I 
shall peep into his actions like a jackdaw into a 
marrow-bone, and he must be a more cunning 
fellow than I take him for, to evade my vigilance. 
I have already told him that you intended discharg- 
ing three fourths of yoiir establishment. This 
declaration stuck in his stomach ; and he assured 
me that, owing to his extreme desire of Kving with 
you, he would be satisfied with half his present 
wages rather than be turned off, which made mo 
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suspect that he was tied to the string of some petti- 
coat in the hamlet, and did not like to break up his 
quarters. As for the under-cook, he is a drunkard, 
and the porter a foul-mouthed Cerberus of whose 
guardianship our gates are in no want; neither is the 
game-keeper a necessary evil. I shall take the latter 
office myself, as you may see to-morrow, when we 
have got our fowling-pieces in order, and are pro- 
vided with powder and shot. With regard to the 
Cootmen, one of them is an Arragonese, and to my 
mind a very good sort of fellow. We will keep him ; 
but all the rest are such rapscallions, that I would 
not advise you to harbour one of them, if you wanted 
an army of attendants. 

After having fully debated that point, we resolved 
to keep well with the cook, the scullion, the Arrago- 
nese, and to get rid of the remainder as decently as 
we could : all which was planned and executed on 
die same day, mollifying the bitter dose by the ap- 
plication of a few pistoles, which Scipio took from 
Qur strong box, and distiibuted among them as from 
me. When we had carried this reform into effect, 
order was soon established in our mansion ; we divi-* 
ded the business fairly among our remaining people, 
and began to look into our expenses. I could 
willingly have been contented with very frugal com-- 
qipns ; but my secretary, loving high dishes and re- 
lishing bits, was not a man who would suffer 
o^ter Joachim to hold his place as a sinecure. He 
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kept his talents in such constant play, workings 
double tides at dinner and at supper, that any one 
would have thought we had been converted by father 
Hilary, and were working out the term of our pro-» 
bation. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

The loves of Gil Bias and the fair Anionia. 

Two days after my return from Valencia to Lirias,. 
dodpole Basil, my farming man, came at my dresli-^ 
ing-time to beg the favour of introducing his daugh*- 
ter Antonia, who was very desirous, as he said, ttf 
haye the honour of paying her respects to her new 
master. I answered that it wa^ very proper, and 
would be well received. He withdrew, and in % 
few minutes returned with his peerless Antonia* 
That epithet, though bold, will not be thought ex* 
travagant, in the case of a girl from sixteen to eigh« 
teen years of age, uniting to regular features, the 
finest complexion and the brightest eyes in the 
world. She was dressed in nothing better than â 
stuff gown ; but a stature somewhat above the female 
standard, a dignified deportment, and such grc^ce? 
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as soared higher than the mere freshness and glow 
of youth, communicated to her nistic attire the sim* 
plicity of classical costume. She had no cap on her 
head ; her hair was fastened behind with a knot of 
flowers, according to the chaste severity of the 
Spartan fashionables. 

When she illumined my chamber with her pre- 
sence, I was struck as much on a heap by her beau- 
ty, as ever were the princes, knights, nobles, and 
strangers assembled at the solemn feast and tourna*- 
ment of Charlemain, by the personal charms of An- 
gelica. Instead of receiving Antonia with modish 
indifiference, and paying her compliments of course, 
instead of ringing the changes en her father^s hap* 
piness in possessing so lovely a daughter, I stood 
stock still staring, gaping, stammering: I could not 
have uttered an articulate sound for the universal 
world. Scipio, who saw clearly what was the matter 
with me, took the words out of my mouth, and ac- 
cepted those bills of admiration which my affairs 
were in too much disorder to admit of my duly ho* 
nouring. For her part, my figure being shrouded by 
a dressing-gown and night-cap, like the brb of day 
by a winter fog, she i^ccosted me without being 
shamefaced, and paid her duty in terms which fired 
all thé combustibles in my composition, though her 
words were but the holiday expressions of common* 
place salutation. In the mean time, while my se«-i 
cretary, Bas9^ and his daughter were engaged in Te- 
£ 5 
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oiprocal exchange of civility, I found my senses 
.again; and passed from one extreme of absurdity to 
another, just as if I had thought that a hair-brained 
loquacity would be a set-off against the idiotic si- 
lence of my first encounter. I exhausted all my 
stock of well-bred rhodomontade ; and expressed 
myself with so unguarded a freedom, as to make 
Basil look about him : so that he, with his eye upon 
me as a man who would set every engine at work 
to seduce Antonia, was in a hurry to get her safely 
out of my apartmentj with a resolved purpose, pro- 
bably, of withdrawing her for ever from my pursuit. 

Scipio finding himself alone with me, said with a 
smile : Here is another defence for you against the 
blue devils ! I did not know that your farming man 
had do pretty a daughter ; for I had never seen her 
before, though I have been twice at his house. He 
must have taken infinite pains to keep her out of the 
way, and it is impossible to be angry with him fos 
it. What thé plague ! here is a morsel for a tiquor- 
ish palate ! But there seems to be no necessity for 
blazoning her perfections to you ; their very first 
glance dazzled you out of countenance. I do not 
deny it, answered I. Ah! my beloved friend^ I have' 
surely seen an inhabitant of the realms above ; the 
electrical spark now thrills through all my fi^ame, it 
scorches like lightning, yet tingles like the vivifying 
fluid at my heart 

You delight me beyond measure, replied my se- 
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cxBtary, by ginng me to understand that you have 
at length fallen in love. Nothing but a mistress 
iFas wanting, to complete your rural establishment 
at Ul points.. Thanks to heaven, you are now likely 
to be accommodated in every way, I am well awarej^^ 
that we shall have a hard matter to elude BasiFs 
vigilance ; but leave that to me, and I will undertake 
before the end of three days to manage a private 
meeting for you with Antonia. Master Scipio, said 
I, it is not so sure that you would be able to 
keep your word ; but at all events, I have not the 
least desire to make the experiment. I will have 
nothing to do with the ruin of that girl ; for she is 
an angel, and does not deserve to be numbered 
among the fallen ones. Therefore, instead of laying 
the guilt upon your soul of assisting me in her disr 
honour, I have made up my mind to marry her with 
your kind help, supposing her heart not to be pre- 
oociipiéd by a prior attachment. I had np idea, 
said he, of your directly plunging head-long into the 
cold bath of matrimony. The generality of land- 
lords^ in your place, would stand upon the ancient 
tenure of manorial rights : they would not deal with 
Antonia upon, the square of modern law and gospel, 
till after failure in the establishment of their feudal 
privileges. But though this may be the way of the 
world, do not suppose that I am by any means 
against your.honourable passion, or at all wish to 
^i^suado you (rpm your purpose. Yo\ir baiUffi^ 
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daughter deserved the distinction you design fcur her; 
if she can give you the first fruits of her heart» as 
offering of sensibility and gratitude : that is what i 
shall ascertain this rery day by talking with her 
father, and possibly with h^. 

My agent was a man to transact his business ac« 
cording to the letter. He went to see Basil privately^ 
and in the evening came to me in my closet, where 
I waited for him with impatience, somewhat exaspe* 
rated by apprehension. There was a slyness in hh 
countenance, whence my prognostic inclined to the 
brighter side. Judging, said I, by that look of sup* 
pressed merriment, you are come to acquaint me 
that I shall soon be at the summit of human blis8« 
Yes, my dear master, answered he, the heavens smile 
upon your vows. I have talked the matter over 
with Basil and his daughter, declaring your intent 
tions without resale. The father is delighted at the 
idea of your asking his blessing as a son-is-law; 
and you may set your heart at rest about Antoaia's 
taste in a husband. Darts and flames 1 cried I in 
an ecstasy of amorous transport : What ! am I s^ 
happy as to have made myself agreeable to that 
lovely creature ? Never question it, replied he : she 
loves you already.. It is true, she has not owned s^ 
much by word of mouth ; but my assurance rests on 
the tal&*telling sparkle of her eye, when your propos 
sals were made known to her. And yet you have a 
rival f A rival I exclaimed I» with a iaultering voice^, 
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knà a eheek blanehed with fear. Do not let tbait 
give you the least uneasiness, said he : your compe* 
titor cannot bid very high, for he is no other than 
master Joachim, your cook. Ah! the hangdog! 
said I, with an involuntary shout of laughter: this » 
the reason then why he had so great an objectk)n to 
being turned out of my service. Exactly so, ans- 
wered Scipio : within these few days he made pro^ 
posais of marriage to Antonia, who politely declined 
Ûnèm, With submission to your better judgment. 
Implied I, it would be expedient, at least so it strikes 
mOi to get fid of that strange fellow, before he is in^^ 
formed of my intended match with Basil's daughter: 
a cook, as you are aware, is a dangerous rivaL You 
are perfectly in the right, rejoined my trusty coun* 
seller : we must clear the premises of him : he shall 
receive his discharge from me to-m<»row mornings 
before he puts a finger in the fricandeaus ; thus you 
will have nothing more to fear either from hid poison- 
ous dances or bewitching tongue. Yet it goes rather 
agrâftt the grain with me, to part with so good « 
cook : but I sacrifice the interests of my own belly 
to the preservation of your precioua person. Yov 
aeed not^ said I, take on so for his loss : he had no 
exclusive patent ; and I will send to Valencia foi^ a 
code, who shall outcook all his fine cookery. Ac- 
corcting to my promise, I wrote immediately to.don 
Alphonse, to let him know that our kitchen wanted 
n prime minister : and on the following day he filled 
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up the vacancy in so i^rthy a manner^ as reconciled 
Scipio at once to the change in culinary politics. 

Though my adroit and active secretary had assured 
me of Antonia*s secret self-congratulation on the 
conquest of her landlord s heart, I could not venture 
to rely solely on his report. I was fearful lest he 
should have been entrapped by false appearances. 
To be more certain of my bliss, I determined on 
Speaking in person to the fair Antonia. I therefore 
went to Basil's house, and confirmed to him what 
my ambassador had announced. This honest pea* 
santy of patriarchal simplicity and golden-aged 
frankness, after having heard me through, did not 
hesitate to own that it would be the greatest happi- 
ness of his life to give me his daughter : but, added 
he, you are by no means to suppose that it is because 
you are lord of the mauor. Were you still steward 
to don Cœsar and don Alphonso, I should prefeir 
you to all other suitors who might apply : I have al- 
ways felt a sort of kindness towards yqu ; and noth-r 
ing vexes me, but that Antonia has not a thumping 
fortune to bring with her. I want, not the vile dross, 
said I : her person is the only dowry that I covet. 
Your humble servant for that, cried he : but you 
will not settle accounts with ;ne after that fashion ; 
I am not a beggar, to marry my daughter upon cha- 
rity. Basil de Buenotrigo is in circumstances, by 
the blessing of providence, to portion her off decent* 
}y ; and I mean that she should set out a little siip? 
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per, if you are to be at the expense of dinners. In 
a word, the rental of this estate is only five hundred 
ducats : I shall raise it to a thousand on the strength 
Of this marriage. 

Just as you please, my dear Basil, replied I ; we 
are not likely to have any dispute about money mat- 
ters. We are both of a mind ; all that remains is ta 
g^et your daughter's consent. You have mine, said 
he, and that is enough. Not altogether so, answer- 
ed I : though yours may be absolutely necessary, 
no business can be done widiout hers< Hers 
follows mine of course, replied he ; I should like to 
catch her murmuring against my soveteign com-* 
mands ! Antonia, rejoined I, with dutiful submis- 
sion to paternal authority, is ready without question 
to obey your will implicitly in all things; but I know 
Hpt whether in the present instance she would do so 
without violence to her own feelings ; and^ should 
that be the case^ I could never forgive myself for 
being the occasion of unhappiness to her ; in shorty 
it is not enough that I obtain her hand from you, if 
her heart is to heave a sigh at the decision of her, 
destiny. Oh, blessed tirgin ! said Basil, all these 
fine doctrines of philosophy are far above my reach : 
çpeak to Antonia your own self, and you will find, 
or I am very much mistaken, that she wishes for 
nothing better than io be your wife. These wosd» 
were no soon^ out Qf his mouth, than he called hib 
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daughtety and left me with her for a few short 
minutes. 

Not to trifle with so precious an opportunity, I 
broke my mind to her at once : Lovely Antonia, said 
I, it remains with you to fix the colour of my future 
days. Though I have your father's consent, do not 
think so meanly of me as to suppose that I would 
avail myself of it to violate the sacred freedom of 
your choice. Rapturous as must be the possession 
of your charms, I waive my pretensions if you but 
tell me that your duty and not your will complies^ 
It would be a€ectation to put on such a repugnance, 
answered she: the honour of your addresses is too 
flattering to excite any other than agreeable sensa<> 
tiont, and I am thankful for my father s tender care 
of me, instead of demurring to his will. I am not 
8«re, whether such an acknowledgment may not b« 
contrary to the rules of female reserve in the polite 
world ; but if you were disagreeable to me, I should 
be plain-spoken enough to tell you so ; why then 
should I not be equally free in owning the kind feeU 
ittgs of my heart? 

At sounds like these, which I could not hear with^ 
oat being enraptured, I dropped on my knee before 
Antonia, and in the excess of my tender emotion&y 
taking one of her fair hands, kissed it with an afec-" 
tlonate and impassioned action. My dear Antonia^ 
said I, your franknes» enchants me ; go on, let noth*'' 
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ing induce you to depart from it : you are conversing 
with your future husband; let your soul expand 
itself, and reveal all its inmost emotions in his pre- 
sence. Thus then may I entertain the flattering 
hope, that you will not frown on the union of our 
destinies I The coming in of Basil at this moment 
prevented me from giving further vent to the delight^ 
ful sensations which thrilled through me. Impatien,t 
to know how his daughter had behaved, and ready 
primed for scolding in case she had been perverse 
or coy, he made up to me immediately. Well now 1 
said he, are you satisfied with Antonia? So much 
•o, answered I, that I am going this very moment to 
set forward the preparations for our marriage. So 
saying, I left the father and daughter, for the 
purpose of taking counsel with my secretary there-» 
upon. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Nuptials of Gil Bias with the fair Antonia : the style 
and manner of the ceremony ; the persons assist» 
ing thereat ; and the festivities ensuing thereupon. 

Though there was no occasion to consult with 
the lords of Leyva about my marriage, yet both 
Scipio and myself were of opinion that I could not 
decently do otherwise than communicate to them 
my purpose of connecting myself with Basirs daugh- 
ter; and just pay them the compliment of asking 
their advice, after the act was finally determined on* 

I immediately went off for Valencia, where my 
visit was a matter of surprise, and still more the pur- 
port of it. Don Caesar and don Alphonso, who were 
acquainted with Antonia, having seen her more than 
once, wished me joy on my good fortune in a wife. 
Don Cœsar, in particular, made his speech upon the 
occasion with so much youthful fire, that if there had 
not been reason to suppose his lordship weaned, by 
that icy moralist, time, from certain naughty propen- 
sities, I should have suspected him of going to Lirias 
now and then, not so much to look after his concerns 
there, as after his little empress of the dairy. Sera« 
phina, too, with the kindest assurances of a lively 
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interest in whatever might befal me, said that she 
had heard a very favourable character of Antonia ; 
but, added she with a malicious fling, as if to taunt 
me with my supercilious , reception of Sephora'» 
amorous advances, even though her beauty had not 
been so much the talk of the country, I could have 
depended on your taste, from former experience of 
its delicacy and fastidiousness. 

Don Cœsar and his son did not stop at cold ap- 
probation of my marriage, but declared that diey 
would defray all the expenses of it. Measure back 
your steps, said they, to Lirias, and stay quietly 
there till you hear further from us. Make no pre- 
paration for your nuptials, for we shall make that 
our concern. To meet their kind intentions with, 
becoming gratitude, I returned to my mansion, and 
acquainted Basil and his daughter with the project- 
ed kindness of our patrons. We determined to wait 
their pleasure with as much patience as falls to the. 
lot of poor human nature under such circumstances^ 
Eight long days dragged out their tedious measure, 
and brought no tidings of our bliss. But the re- 
wards of self-controul are not the less assured for 
being slow : on the ninth, a coach drawn by fouc 
mules drove up, with a car^o of mantua-makers for 
the bride, and an assoitment of rich silks on which 
to exercise their art. Several livery servants, 
mounted on mules, accompanied the cavalcade^ 
Qn:e of them brought me a letter from don Alphon:-. 
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80. That nobleman sent me word that he would be* 
at Lirias next day with his father and his wife, and 
that the marriage ceremony should be performed on 
the day after that, by the vicar-general of Valencia. 
And just so it came to pass: don Cœsar, his son» 
and Seraphina, with that yenerable dignitary, were 
punctual to their appointment; all four of them in a 
coach and six; none of your mules, like the mantua* 
makers ! preceded by another coach and four, with 
Seraphina's women ; and the rear was brought up by 
a company of the governor's guards. 

The governor's lady had hardly entered the house» 
before she testified an ardent longing to see Antoniay 
who on her part no sooner knew that Setaphina was 
arrived, than she ran forward to bid her welcome^ 
with a respectful kiss upon her hand, so gracefully 
and modestly impressed, that all the company were 
enchanted at the action. And now, madam ! said 
don Cœsar to his daughter-in-law, what do you 
think of Antonia? Could Santillane have made a 
better choice ? No, answered Seraphina: they are 
wcfrthy each of the other : there can be no doubt but 
llieir union will be most happy. In short, every one 
was lavish in the praise of my intended : and if they 
felt her beams so powerfully under the eclipse of a 
stuff gown, what must they not have endured from 
her brightness, in the meridian sunshine of her wed» 
ding finery ? One would have fancied, she had been 
dothed in silks, jewels, and fine linen from hôl 
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deportment. 

The happy moment which was to unite two ibnd 
lovers in the bands of Hymen being arrived, don 
Alphonse took me by the hand and led me to the 
altar, while Seraphina conferred the like honour on 
the bride elect. Our proceMion had marched in fit 
and decent order through the hamlet to the chapel, 
where the vicar-general was waiting to go tlirough 
the service ; and the ceremony was performed amidst 
the heart£slt congratulations of the inhahitants,^ and 
of all the wealthy fanners in the neighbourhood, 
whom Basil had invited to Antonia's wedding. 
Their daughters too came in their train, tricked out 
in ribbons and in flowers, and dancing to the music 
of their own tambourines. We returned to the mBn* 
sion under the same escort ; and there by the provi» 
dent attentions of Scipio, who officiated as high 
steward and master of the ceremonies, we found 
three tables set out ; one for the principals of the 
party,' another for their household, and the "third, 
which was by far the largest, lor all invited guests 
promiscuously. Antonia was at the first, the gover« 
nor*s ladyhavmg made a point of it; 1 did the 
honours of the second, and Basil was placed at the 
head of that, where the country people dined. As 
for Scipio, he never sat down, but was here, there, 
and every where, fetching and carrying, changing 
plates and filling bumpers, urging the company to 
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call freely for what they wanted^ and egging them 
on to mirth and jollity. 

The entertainment had been prepared by the 
governor's cooks ; and that is as much as to say, that 
there were all the delicacies imaginable, in season 
or out of season. The good wines laid in for me by 
master Joachim, were set running at. a furious rate; 
the guests were beginning to feel their jovial influ- 
ence, pleasantry and repartee gave a zest to convivi- 
ality, when on a sudden our harmony was interrupt- 
ed by an alarming occurrence. My secretary, being 
in the hall where I was dining with don Alphonso's 
principal officers and Seraphina's women^ suddenly 
fainted. I started up and ran to his assistance ; and, 
while I was employed in bringing him about, one of 
the women was taken ill also. It was evident to the 
whole company that this . sympathetic xnalady must 
involve sqme mysterious incident, as in effect it 
turned out almost immediately, that thereby hung a 
tale : for Scipio soon recovered, and said to me in a 
low voice : Why must one .man's meat be another 
man's poison, and the most auspicious of your days, 
the curse of mine ? But every man bears the bu];Ldle 
of his sins upon his back, and my. pack- saddle is 
once more thrown across my shoulders in the person 
of my. wife. 

. Powers of mercy ! exclaimed I, this can never be! 
. it is all a romance. What I you the husband of that 
lady .whose nerves were so affected by the disturb- 
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axice ? YeSy 'sir, answered he, I am her husband ; 
and fortune, if you will take the word of a sinner, 
could not have done me a dirtier ofiBce than by cpn- 
juring up such a grievance as this. I know not, my 
friend, replied I, what reasons you may have for thus 
belabouring your rib with wordy buffets: but how- 
ever she may be to blame, in mercy keep a bridle on 
your tongue ; if you have any regard for me, do not 
displace the mirth and spoil the pleasure of this 
nuptial meeting, by ominous disorder or enraged 
question of past injuries. You shall have no reason 
to, complain on that score, rejoined Scipio ;.but shall 
see presently whether I am not a very apt dis- 
sembler. 

With this assurance, he went forward to his wife, 
.whom her companions had also brought back to 
iife and recollection; and, embracing her with as 
,niuch apparent fervour as if his raptures had been 
jeal. Ah ! my dear Beatrice, said he, heaven has at 
.length united us again after ten years of cruel sepa- 
ration ! But this blissful moment is well purchased 
by whole ages of torturing suspense ! I know not, 
ansigrered his spouse, whether you really are at all 
.the happier for having recovered a part of yourself; 
tbut of this at least I am fully certain, that you never 
had any reason to run away from me as you did. 
A fine story indeed ! You found me one night with 
.signer don Ferdinand de Ley va, who was in love 
•with my mistress Julia, and consulted me on the 
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subject of his passion ; and only for that, you lufist 
take it into your stupid head, tjhàt I was caballing 
with him against your honour and my own : th6re*> 
Upon that poor brain of yours was turned with jea<- 
lousy ; you quitted Toledo in a huff, and ran away 
from your own flesh and blood as you would from à 
monster of the deserts, without leaving word why or 
wherefore. Now which of us two, be so good as to 
tell me, has most reason to take on and be pettish ! 
Your own dear self, beyond all question, replied 
Scipio. Beyond all question, re-echoed she, my 
own ill-used self. Don Ferdinand, very shortly 
i^er you had taken yourself off from Toledo, mar- 
ried Julia, with whom I continued as long as she 
lired ; and, after we had lost her by sudden death, 
I came into my lady her sister*8 service, Who, as wett 
as all her maids, and I would do as much for them, 
will give me a good character ; honest and sober, 
and a very termagant among the impertinent fellows. 
My secretary, having nothing to allege against 
such a character from my lady and her maids, was 
determined to make the best of a bad bargain* 
Once for all, said he to his spouse, I acknowledge 
my bad behaviour, and beg pardon for it before this 
honourable assembly. It was now time for me to 
act the mediator, and to move Beatrice for an act iMf 
amnesty, assuring her that her husband from this 
time forward would make it the great object of his 
Hfe to play the husband to her satisfaction. She 
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1i>egÀn to àeé tW there was reason in roasting of 
eggs ; and all present Werte loud in their congratula- 
tions, on the triumph of suâering virtue» and the 
renovated pledge of broken vows. To hind the con* 
tract firmer^ akid tnake it memorable, they were 
seated next to one another at table ; their healths 
were drunk according to the laws of toasting; wish 
you joy Tmany returns of this happy day ! rang round 
on every side : one would have swiom that the din* 
ner was given for their reconciliation, and not on 
account of my marriage. 

The third table was the first to be cleared. The 
young villagers jumped up in a body : the lads took 
out their blooming partners; the tambourines struck 
Up a merry beat ; spectators flocked from the other 
tables, and caught the enlivening spirit from the 
gay bustle of the scene. Every limb and muscle of 
every individual was in motion : the household of 
the governor and his lady formed a set, apart from 
the rustics of the company ; while their superiors 
did not disdain to mingle with the homeûer dancers. 
Don Alphonso danced a saraband with Seraphina, 
and don Cœsar another with Antcmia, who after- 
wards took me for her partner. She did not per- 
form much amiss, considering that she never got 
much further than the five positions, in learning 
which she had her ancles kicked to pieces by a pro- 
vincial dancing-master at Albarazin, while on a visit 
to a tradesman's wife, one of her relations. As for 
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me, who^ as T have already said, had taken lesions 
at the marchioness de Chaves's, I figured away aar 
the principal man in this rural ballet. With regard 
to Beatrice and Scipio, they preferred a little pri- 
vate conversation to dancing, that they might com- 
pare notes on the subject of wear and tear during 
the painful period of separation : but their billing 
and cooing was interrupted by Seraphina, who, 
having been informed of this dramatic discovery, 
sent for them to pay the customary compliments of 
congratulation. My good people, said she, on this 
day of general joy, it gives me additional pleasure to 
see you two restored to one another. My friend 
Scipio, I return you your wife under a firm belief 
that she has always conducted herself as became à 
woman ; take up your abode with her here, and be 
a good husband to her. And you, Beatrice, attach 
yourself to Antonia, and let her be as much the ob- 
ject of your devoted service, as signor de Santillane 
is that of your husband. Scipio, who could not 
possibly, after this, think of Penelope as fit to hold 
a candle to his own wife, promised to treat her with 
all the deference due to such a paragon of conjugal 
fidelity. 

The country people, having kept up the dance till 
late, withdrew to their own homes ; but the rejoicings 
were prolonged by the company in the house. There 
was a grand supper; and, at bed -time, the vicar 
general pronounced the blessing of consummation. 
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Séiraphina undressed the bride, and the lords of 
Leyva did me the same honour. The ridiculous 
part of the business was, that don Alphonso's offi- 
cers and his lady's attendants took it into their 
heads, by way of diverting themselves, to perform 
the same ceremony : they also undressed Beatrice 
and Scipio, who, to render the scene supremely 
farcical, gravely allowed themselves to be untrussed, 
and pût to bed with all nuptial pomp and state» 



CHAPTER X. 

The honey-moon, (a very dull time for the reader as 
a third person) enlivened by the comm!encement of 
' Scipio' s story* 

' Tis heaven itself, * tis ecstacy of bliss. 
Uninterrupted joy, untired excess ; 
Mirth following mirth the moments dance away ; 
Love claims the night, and friendship rules the day. 

On the day after the wedding, the lords of Leyva 
returned to Valencia, after having lavished on me a 
thousand marks of friendship. There was such a 
general clearance, that my secretary and myself, 
with Qur respective wive*, and our usual establish - 
f2 
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teent^ were left in undisturbed posses&ion of our oWtt 
home. 

The efforts which we both made to please out 
ladies were not thrown away : I breathed by degrees 
into the partner of my joys and sorrows as mueh 
lore for me as I entertained for her ; and Scipia 
made his better part forget the woes and privations 
he had occasioned her. Beatrice, who had Very 
winning ways with her, and was all things to all 
women, had no difficulty about worming herself into 
the good graces of her new mistress, and gaining 
her complete confidence. In short, we all four agreed 
admirably well together, and began to enjoy a bliss 
above the common lot of humanity. Every day 
rolled along more delightfully than the last. An- 
tonia was pensive and demure ; but Beatrice and 
myself were enlisted in the crew of mirth; and even 
though we had been constitutionally sedate, Scipio 
was among us, and he was of himself a pill to purge 
melancholy. The best creature in the world for a 
snug little party I one of those merry drolls who have 
only to shew their comical faces, and set the table in 
a roar of inextinguishable laughter. 

One day when we had taken a fancy to go after 
dinner, and doze away the usual interval in the most 
sequestered spot about the grounds, my secretary 
got into such exuberant spirits, as to chacè away 
the drowsy god by his exhilarating sallies. 0o hold 
your tongue, my loquacious friend, said I : or else 
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^ you are determined to wage war against this lazy 
custom of our afternoons, at least tell us something 
which we shall be the wiser for hearing. With all 
my heart and soul, sk, answered he. Would you 
have me go through all the fabulous histories of 
wandering knights, distressed dams^s, giants, en- 
chanted castles, and the whole train of legendary 
adventures ? I had much rather hetur your own true 
history, replied I ; but that is a pleasure which you 
have not thought ût to give me so long as we have 
lived together, and I seem likely to go without it to 
the eiïd of the chapter. How happens that? said 
he. If I have not told you my own story, it is be-* 
cause you never expresssed the slightest wish to be 
troubled with the recital: therefore it is not my fault 
if you are in the dark about my past life; but, if you 
are really at all curious to be let into the secret, my 
loquacity is very much at your service on the occa** 
sion. Antonia, Beatrice, and myself unanimously 
took him at his word, and arranged ourselves for 
listening like an attentive audience. The specula^ 
tion was a safe one on our parts ; for the tale was 
sure to answer, either as a stimulant, or a soporific 

I certainly ought to have been descended, said 
Seipio, horn, some family oi the highest rank and 
earliest antiquity ; or in default of such parentage, 
from the most distinguished orders of personal merit, 
such as that of St. James or Alcantara, if a man 
may be permitted to decide on the fittest circum* 
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Stances for his own birth : but as it k not among the. 
privileges of human nature to elect one's own father, 
you are to know that mine, by name Torribio Scipio, 
was a subaltern myrmidon oC the Holy Brotherhood. 
As he was going back and. fore on the king's high- 
way, and looking after business in his own line, he 
met once on a time, between Cuença and Toledo, 
with a young Bohemian babe of chance, who ap- 
peared very pretty in his eyes. She was alone, on 
foot, and carried her whole patrimony at her back 
in a kind of knapsack. Whither, are you going, my. 
little darling? said he in a philandering tone of 
voice, unUke the natural hoarseness of his accents. 
Good worthy gentleman, answered she, I am going 
to Toledo, where I hope to gain an honest livelihood 
by hook or by crook. Your intentions are highly^ 
commendable, retorted he ; and I doubt not but yoxk 
have many a hook and many a crook among the im- 
plements of your trade. Yes, with a blessing on my? 
endeavours,^ rejoined she : I have several little way» 
of doing for myself: I know how to make washes 
and creams for the ladies' faces,, perfiimes for theis 
noses and their chambers ; then I can tell fortunes, 
can search for things lost with a sieve and sheers, 
and erect 6gures for the taking in. of shadows with 
ft glass. 

Torribio, concluding that so well provided a girl 
would, be. a very adva^ntageous match for a man like» 
himself, who could scarcely scrape wherewithal tQ 
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support life by his own profession, though he was as 
good a thief-taker as the best of them, made her an 
oâerof marriage; and she was nothing loth, nor 
prudishly coy. They flew on the wings of inclina- 
tion and convenience to Toledo, where they were 
joined together ; and you behold in me the happy 
pledge of holy and lawful matrimony. They fixed 
themselves in a shop on the outskirts of the town, 
where my mother commenced her career by selling 
the said washes, creams, tapes, laces, silk, thread, 
toys, and pedlar*s ware ; but trade not being brisk 
enough to live comfortably by it, she turned fortune- 
teller. This drew her customers^ got her counte- 
nance, credit, crowns, and pistoles: a thousand 
dupes of either sex soon trumpeted up the reputa- 
tion of Cosclina ; for so my gipsy mamma had the 
honour to. be named. Some one or other came every 
day to bargain for the exercise of her skill in the 
black art : at one time a nephew at his wit*s and 
purse's end, wanting to know how soon his uncle 
was to set offpostforthe other world, and leave 
behind him wherewithal to piece his worn-out for- 
tunes : at another, some yielding, love-sick girl, to 
enquire whether the swain who kept her company, 
and had promised to marry her, would keep his 
word or be false-hearted. 

. You will take notice, if you please, that my mother 
always sold good-luck for good money; if the aceom- 
plishmeot trod on the heels of the prediction, well 
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and good ; if it was fulfilled according to the nile of 
contraries, she was always cool, though the parties 
were ever so violently in a passion, and told them 
plainly that it was her fkmiliar's fault, not hers ; for 
though she paid him the highest wages, and bound 
him by potent spells to stir up the cauldron of futu- 
rity from the bottom, like earthly cooks, he would 
sometimes be careless or out of humour, and appor-» 
tion the ingredients wrongly. 

When my mother thought the conjuncture mo- 
mentous enough, to raise the devil without cheap- 
ening him in the eyes of the vulgar, Torribio Scipie 
enacted his infernal majesty, and played the part 
just as if he had been bom to it, humouring the hid^ 
eous features of the character by a very small ag^ 
gravation of his own natural face, and practising* 
the pandemonian note of elocution in the lower 
octave of his voice. A person in the slightest degree 
superstitious would be scared out of his senses at 
my father's figure. But one day, as his satanic pro- 
totype would have it, there came a savage rascal of 
a captain, who asked to see the devil, for no earthly 
purpose but to run him clean through the body* 
The inquisition, having received notice of the devil% 
death, sent to take charge of his widow, and ad* 
minister to his effects ; as for poor little me, just 
seven years old at the time, I was sent to the found- 
ling hospital. There were some charitable ecclesi-» 
astics on that establishment^ who, being liberally 
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pdàA for the educatioii of the poor orphans^ werenio 
jealous m their office as to teach them readings and 
writing. They fancied there was something parti- 
cularly promising about me, which made them pick 
me out from all the rest, and send me on theij> 
errands. I was letter-carrier, messenger, and chapel 
clerk. As a token of their gratitude, they under- 
took to teach me Latin ; but their mode of tuition 
was so harsh, and their discipline so severe, though 
I was a sort of pet with them, that, not being able to 
stand it any longer, I ran away one morning while 
out on an errand ; and, so far from returning to the 
hospital, got out of Toledo through the suburbs on 
the Seville side. 

Though I had not then completed my ninth year, 
I already felt the pleasure of being free, and master 
of my own actions. I was without money and with»* 
out food ; no matter ! I had no lessons to say by 
heart, no themes to hammer out. After having 
pushed on for two hours, my little legs began to re-* 
fîise their office. I had never before made so long 
a trip. It became necessary to stop and take some 
rest I sat myself down at the foot of a tree close 
by the highway; thejre, by way of amusement, I took 
my grammer out of my pocket, and began conning 
it over by way of a joke : but. at length, coming to 
recollect the rapa on the knuckles, and the castiga«> 
tions on the more classical seat of punishment which 
it had cost me, I tore it leaf by leaf with an aposr 
F 5 
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tropbe of angry import. Ah ! you odious thing ofi 
a. book ! you shall never make me shed tears any 
more. While I was assuaging my vindictive spirit,, 
by strewing the ground about me with declensions 
and conjugatioBs, there . passed that way a hermit 
with a white beard, with a large pair of. spectacles 
on his nose,, and altogether an outside of much, 
sanctity. He came up to me;, and, if I was an object 
of speculatioa to him, he was no less so to me. My^ 
little man, said he with, a smile, it should seem; as if 
we had both' taken a .sudden liking to each other,, 
and in that case we cannot do better than to live to- 
gether in my hermitage, which is not two hundred 
yards distant. Your most obedient for that, answer- 
ed I pertly enough ; I have not the least desire to 
turn hermit. At this answer, the good old man set 
up a roar of laughter, and said with à kind embrace : 
You must not be frightened at my dress; if it is not 
becoming, it is useful ; it gives me my title, to a 
charming retreat, and to th^ good-will of the neigh- 
bouring villages, whose inhabitants love or rather 
idolize me. Come this way, and I will clothe you 
in a jacket of the same stuff as mine. If you think 
well of it, you shall share with me the pleasures of the 
life I lead ; and, if it does not hit your fancy, you 
shall not only be at liberty, to leave me, but you may 
depend on it that in the event of our parting, I shall 
not fail to do something handsome by you. 
.1 suffered myself to be persuaded^ and followed 
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«he old hermit, who put several questions to me, 
which I answered with a truth-telling simplicity, not 
always to be found in a more advanced stage of my 
moraJity. On our arrival at the hermiti^e, he set 
some fruit before me, which I devoured, having eaten 
nothing all day but a slice of dry bread, on which 1 
had breakfasted at the hospital in the morning. 
The recluse, seeing me play so good a part with 
my jaws, said : Courage, my good boy, do not spare 
my fruit ; there is plenty of it, heaven be praised. 1 
.have not brought you hither to starve you. And 
indeed that was true enough ; for an hour after our 
coming in, he kindled a fire, put a leg of mutton 
down to roast ; and while I turned the spit, laid a 
small table for himself and me, with a very dirty 
napkin upon it. 

When the meat was done enough,^ he took it up, 
and cut some slices for our supper,, which was no 
dry bargain, since we quaffed a delicious wine of 
which he had laid in ample store. Well! my chicken, 
said he as we rose from table, are you satisfied with 
my style of living? You see how we shall fare 
every day, if you fix your quarters here. Then with 
respect to liberty, you shall do just as you please in 
this hermitage. All I require of you is to accom- 
pany me, whenever I go begging to the neighbouring 
villages ; you will be of use in driving an ass laden 
.with two panniers, which the charitable peasants 
usually fill with eggs, bread, meat, an ' fish. I ask 
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no more than that. I will do, said I, whatever you 
desire, provided you will not oblige me to learn 
Latin. Friar Chrysostom, for that was the old heri- 
mit*8 name, could not help smiling at my school-boy 
frowardness, and assured me once more that he 
should not pretend to interfere either with my studies 
or my inclinations. 

On the very next day we went on a foraging party 
with the donkey, which I led by the halter. We 
made a profitable gleaning ; for all the farmers took 
a pleasure in throwing somewhat into our panniers. 
One chucked in an uncut loaf, another a large piece 
of bacon ; here a goose, there a pair of giblets, and 
a partridge to crown the whole: But without en- 
tering farther into particulars, we carried home pro^ 
vender enough for a week ; and hence you may infer 
the esteem and friendship in which the country 
people held the holy man. It is true that he was a 
great blessing to the neighbourhood : his advice was 
always at their service when they came to consult 
him : he restored peace where discord had reigned 
in families, and made up matches for the daughters : 
he had a nostrum for almost any disease you could 
mention, with an assortment of pious rituals, to avert 
the curse of barrenness. 

Hence you perceive that I was in no dagger of 
starving in my hermitage. My lodging too was 
none of the worst : stretched on good fresh straw^ 
with a cushion of ratteea under ' my head, and a 
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coverlet over me of the same stuff. I made but one 
nap of it all night. Brother Chrysostom, who had 
promised me a hennit*s dress, made up an old gown 
of his own for me, and called me little brother Seipio* 
No sooner did I appear in my religious uniibrm, 
than the ass's back suffered for my genteel appear- 
ance in the eyes of the villagers. It was who 
should give most to the little brothers so much 
were they delighted with his spruce figure. 

The easy, slothful Yifé I led with the old hermit, 
could not be very revolting to a boy of my age. On 
the contrary, it suited my taste so exactly, that I 
should have continued it to this time, but that the 
fiâtes and destinies were weaving a more complicated 
tissue for my future years. It was cast in the figure 
of my nativity, early to rouse myself from the effe- 
minacy of a religious life, and to take leave of 
brother Chrysostom after the following manner. 

I often observed the old man at work upon his 
pUow, unsewing and sewing it up again ; and one 
day, I saw him put in some money. This circum- 
stance excited a tingling curiosity, which I promised 
myself to satisfy the first time he went to Toledo, as 
he generally did once a week. I waited impatiently 
for the day, but as yet, without any other motive 
than the mere desire of prying. At last the good 
man went his way, and I unpicked his pillow, where 
I found, among the stufiing, the amount of about 
fifty crowns in aU sorts of ooin^ 
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This treasure must have accumulated from the 
gratitude of the peasantry, whom the hermit had 
cured by his nostrums, and of their wives, who had 
become pregnant by virtue of his spiritual interfer- 
ence. But however it got tliere, I no sooner set 
my eyes on money, which might be mine without 
any one near me to say nay, than the gipsy voice of 
nature and pedigree spoke within me. An inex- 
tinguishable itch of pilfering tingled in my veins, 
jmd proved that we come into the world with the 
mark of our descent, and with our characters about 
us. I yielded to the temptation without a struggle ; 
tied up my booty in a canvas bag where we kept 
our combs and night-caps : then, having laid aside 
the hermit's, and resumed my foundling's dress, got 
clear off from the hermitage, and hugged my bag as 
though it had contained the boundless treasure of 
the Indies. 

You have heard my first exploit, continued Scipio ; 
and I doubt not but you will expect a succession of 
similar practices. Your anticipations will not be 
disappointed ; for there are many such evidences of 
genius behind, before I come to those of my actions 
which prove me good as well as clever ; but I shall 
come to them, and you will be convinced by the 
jse.quel, that a scoundrel born may be licked into 
virtue, as the cub of a bear into shape. 

CMd as I was, I knew better than: to take the 
Toledo road ; it would have been exposing myself ta 
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thff hazard of meeting friar Chrysostom, who would 
have balanced accounts with me on a very thriftless 
principle. I therefore travelled in another direction 
leading to the village of Galves^ where I stopped at 
an inn, kept by a landlady who was a widow of 
forty, and hung out the bunch of grapes to a very 
good purpose. This good woman no sooner kenned 
me, than, judging by my dress that I must be a tru-' 
ant from the orphan school, she asked who I was 
and whither I was going. I answered that having 
lost my father and mother, I was looking for a place. 
Can you read, my dear ? said she. I assured her 
that I could read, and write too, with the best» pf 
them. In point of fact I could just form my letters, 
and join them so as to look a little like writing ; and 
that was clerkship enough for a village pothouse. 
Then I will take you into my service, replied the 
hostess. You may earn your board easily enough, 
by scoring up the customers, and keeping my ledger. 
I shall give you no wages, because this inn is fre- 
quented by very genteel company, who never forget 
the waiters. You may reckon upon very consider- 
able perquisites. 

I clenched the bargain, reserving to myself, as 
you may suppose, the right of emigration whenever 
my abode at Galves should cease to be pleasant. 
No sooner was I settled in; my place, than a weight 
lay heavy on my mind. I did not wish it to be 
known that I had money ; and it was no easy matter 



y Google 



lOD OIL BLA8. 

to deTise whHe it could be hidden, so as that what 
was sauce for the goose should not be sauce for the 
gander. I was not yet well enough acquainted with 
the house to trust the places obyiously most proper 
for such* a deposit. What a source of embarrass*< 
ment is great wealth \ I determined however on a 
comer of our granary under some straw; and believ- 
ing it to be safer there than any where else, made 
myself as easy about it as I well could. 

Hie household consisted of three servants: a 
lul^rly ostler, a young Galician chambermaid, and 
myself. Each of us spunged what we could upon 
travellers, whether on foot or on horseback. I al-» 
waya came in for some small change, when the bill 
was paid. Then the equestrians gave something to 
the ostler, for taking care of their beasts ; but as foe 
our l^male fellow*servant, the muleteers who passed 
that way chucked her under the chin, and gave her 
more crowns than we got farthings. I had no sooner 
realized a penny, than away it went to the granary, 
and slept with its precursors; so that the higher itwe 
my heap, the more greedy dtid my little heart become. 
Sometimes would I kiss the hallowed images of my 
idolatry, and look at them with a devotional glow, 
wfaieh few worshippers feel, but those whose rehgion 
is theii^ gold. 

This inordinate passion s^t me back and fofe to 
gratifjT it, at lieast thirty times a day. I often met 
the landlady on the stràrcase. She, being natorally 
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6f a saspicious temper, had a mind to find out obq 
day what would carry mc every minute to the com- 
loft. She therefore went np and began rumma^ng 
about every where, supposing perhaps that it was 
my receptacle for articles purloined in the house. 
Of course she did not forget to pull the straw about; 
and behold, there was my bag ! Two hands in a 
dish and one in a purse, was not one of her pro« 
verbs ; so that finding the contents in crowns and 
pistoles, she thought, or seemed to think, that the 
money was lawfully and honestly hers. At least 
she had possession, and that is nine points of the 
law, Uiough scarcely one of honesty. But to do the 
thing decently, after calling me little wretch, little 
rasccd, and so forth, she ordered the ostler, a fellow 
without any will but hers, to give me a hearty flog* 
ging; and then turned me out of doors, with this ssdt 
eel for my breakfast, and a lady-like oath that no 
light-fingered gentry should ever darken her doors. 
In vain did I protest and vow that I had never 
wronged my mistress : she affirmed the direct con- 
trary, and her word would go further than mine at 
any time. Thus were friar Chrysostom's savings 
transferred from one thief, to a greater thief in the 
thief-taker. 

I wept over the loss of my money, as a father 
over the death of his only son ; and though my tears 
could not bring back what I had lost, they at least 
answered the purpose of exciting pity i^so me. pe # w , 
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ple^ who saw how bitterly they flowed, and among 
othess in the parson who was accidentally going by. 
He seemed affected by my sad plight, and took me 
home with him. There, to gain my confidence, or 
rather to pump me, he began soothing my sorrows, 
flow much this poor child is to be pitied ! said he. 
Is it any wonder if, thrown upon the wide world at 
so tender an age, he has committed a bad action I 
Grown up men are not always proof against the 
flesh or the devil. Then, addressing me. Child,, 
added he, from what part of Spain do you come, 
and who are your parents ? You have the look of 
family about you. Open your heart to me confident 
tially, and depend upon it, I never will desert you. 
His reverence, by tlds kind and insinuating lan- 
guage, engaged me by degrees to tell him all my 
history, without falsification or reserve. I owned 
every thing ; and thus he moralized on the leading 
article of my confession : My little friend, though, 
hermits ought to lay up such treasures, as neither 
force nor fraud can wrest from them, that was nOr 
excuse for your taking the measure of punishment, 
into your own hands : by robbing brother Chry- 
sostom, you nevertheless sinned against that article 
of the decalogue, which tells you not to steal ; but I 
will engage to make the hostess return the money, 
and will punctually remit it to the reverend friar at 
his hermitage : you may therefore make your con-^ 
science perfj&ctjy easy on that score. Now,.betweeUj 
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ourselves, my conscience was perfectly callous to 
every thing like compunction with respect to thé 
crime in question. The parson, who had his own 
ends to answer, had not done with me yet. My lad^ 
pursued he, I mean to take you by the hand, and 
find a good birth for you. I shall send you to- 
morrow morning, by the carrier, to my nephew, a 
canon of Toledo. He will not refuse, at my request, 
to admit you upon his establishment, where they 
live like so many sons of the church, rosily, merrily, 
and fatly upon the rents of his prebendal stall : yot^ 
will be perfectly comfortable there, take my word 
for it< 

Patronage like this gave me so much encourage- 
me;it, that I did not throw away another thought 
either upon my bag or my whipping. My mind wa» 
wholly occupied with the idea of living rosily> mer- 
rily, and fatly, like a son of the church. The follow- 
ing day, at breakfast time, there came, according to 
orders, a muleteer to the parsonage with two muleft 
saddled and bridled. They helped me to mount 
one, the muleteer fiung his leg over the other, and 
we trotted on for Toledo. My fellow-traveller was 
a good pleasant companion, and desired nothing, 
better than to indulge his humour at the expense of 
his neighbour. My little volunteer, said he, yoa 
have a good friend in his reverence, the minister of 
O^lves^ He could not give you a better proof of 
)4s kindn€{8s, than by placing you with hiç nepbjÇMfe 
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the canon, whom I hare the honour of knowing, far 
beyond all question or comparison, to be the cock 
of the chapter, and a heaity one he is. None of 
your lantern-jawed saints, with Lent in his face, a 
cat««of-nine-tails on his back, and a cholera morbus 
in his belly 1 No such thing Î Our doctor is rubi- 
cund in the jowl, efflorescent on the nose, with a 
wicked eye at a bumper or a girl; m^itant against 
no earthly pleasure, but most addicted to the good 
things of the table. You will be as snog there as a 
bug in a blanket. 

This hangman of a muleteer, perceiving with what 
exquisite satisfaction I took in all this, went on tan- 
taliiing me with the joys of an ecclesiasticali: life. 
He never dropped the subject till we got to the 
village of OlMsa, and stopped there to refresh our 
mules. Then, while busthng about the inn, he 
accidentally dropped a paper from his pocket, which, 
I was cunning enough to pick up without his seeing 
me, and took an opportunity of reading while he^ 
was in the stable. It was a letter addressed to the 
governors and superintendants of the orphan school^ 
eonceived in these terms : '* Gentlemen, I consider 
it as an act at onoe of charity and of duty, to send 
you back a little truant; he seems a shrewd lad 
enough, and may do very well with good looking 
after. By dint of hard and frequent chastisement, 
I doubt not but you will ultimately bring him to a 
sense ùi\m own unworthiness and your benevolence» 
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Ifay a \)leB8i]ig be Toachsafed on youi pmis and 
charitable labours, for the early extirpation» of nha 
«nd wickedness ! (Signed) 

" The Minister of Galves/' 

When I had finished reading this pleasant letter, 
which let me into the good intentions of his reV-» 
erence the rector, it required little deliberation to 
determine what I was to do : from the inn to the 
banks of the Tagus, a space of three good miles^ 
was but a hop, step, and jump. Fear lent me wings 
to escape from the governors of the foondling hoÉ-> 
pttal, whither I was absolutely resolved never to 
return, having formed principles of taste diamfttri» 
cally opposite to their method of teaching the cks^ 
sics. I went into Toledo with as light a heart, as 
if I had known where to get my daily bread. To 
be sure, it is a town of ways and means^ where a 
man who can live by his wits need never die of hun- 
ger. Scarcely had I reached the high street^ when 
a well-dressed gentleman by whom I brushed» 
caught me by the arm, saying : My little fellow, do 
you want a place ? You are just such a smart lad 
as I was looking for. And you are just the master 
for my money, answered I. Since that is the case^ 
rejoined he, you are mine from this moment, and 
have only to follow me ; which I did without asking 
any more questions. 

This spark, about the age of thirty, and bearing 
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the name of don Abel, lodged in very handsome 
ready furnished apaitments. He was by profession 
a blacklegs ; and the following was the nature of 
bur engagement. In the morning I got him as 
much tobacco as would smoke five or six pipes ; 
brushed his clothes, and ran for a barber to shave 
him and trim his whiskers; after which he made 
the circle of the tennis-courts, whence he never 
returned home till eleven or twelve at night. But 
every morning, at going out, he gave me three reals 
for the expenses of the day, leaving me master of 
my own time till ten o*clock in the evening ; and 
provided I was within doors by his return, all was 
well. He gave me a livery besides, in which I 
looked like a little lackey of illicit love. I took very 
kindly to my condition, and certainly could .not 
have met with any more congenial with my temper. 
Such, and so happy had been my way of life for 
nearly a month, ^hen my employer enquired whe- 
ther I liked his service ; and on my answer in the 
affirmative^ Well then ! resumed he, to-morrow we 
shall set out for Seville, whither my concerns call 
me. You will not be sorry to see the capital of 
Andalusia. "He that hath not Seville seen," says 
the proverb, " Is no traveller, I ween." I engaged 
at once to follow him all over the world. On that 
very day, the Seville carrier fetched away a large 
trunk with my master's wardrobe, and on the next 
morning, we were bn the road for Andalusia. 
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ISignor don Abel was so lucky at play, that 1ib 
never lost but when it was convenient ; but then it 
was seldom convenient to stay long in a place, be-» 
cause those who are always losers find out at last, 
that though chance is a dangerous antagonist, cer- 
tainly it is a desperate one ; and that accounted for 
our journey. On our arrival at Seville, we took 
lodgings near the Cordova gate, and resumed thé 
same mode of life as at Toledo. But my master 
found some difference between the two towns. The 
Seville tennis-courts could produce players equally 
in fortune's good graces with himself; so that he 
sometimes came home a good deal out of humour. 
One morning, when he was biting the bndle for the 
loss of a hundred pistoles the day before, he asked 
why I had not carried his linen to the laundress, i 
pleaded forgetfulness. Thereupon, flying into a 
passion, he gave me half-a-dozen boxes on the ear 
in such a style, as to kindle an illumination in my 
blinking eyes, to which the glories of Solomon's 
temple were no more to be compared, than the tor« 
ches in a Candlemas procession to a rush-light. 
Tliere is for you, you little scoundrel ! said he : take 
that, and learn to mind your business. Must I be 
eternally at your heels to remind you of what you 
are to do? Are your brains in your belly, and all 
your wits in your grinders ? You are not a down- 
right idept! Then why not prevent my wants and 
anticipate my orders ? After this experimental lee * 
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tore, he went out for the di^y, leaving tne in high 
dudgeon, at a reprimand so much in the manner of 
my friend the ostler» for such u trifle as not getting 
up his things for the wash. 

I could nerer learn what happened to him a short 
time after at a tennisK^ourt; but one eyening he 
came home in a terrible heat. Scipio, said he, I am 
bent on going to Italy, and must embark the day 
after to-morrow on board a vessel bound for Genoe^ 
I have my reasons for making this little excursion $ 
of course you will be glad to attend me,, and to profit 
by so fine an opportunity of seeing thé loveliest 
country on the face of the earth. My tongue gave 
consent $ but with a salvo in my heart and a bargain 
with my revenge, to give him the slip just at the 
moment of embarkation. This was so deUghtful a 
scheme, that I could not help imparting it to a bully 
by profession, whom I met in the streeté During 
my abode in Seville, I had picked up some awkward 
acquaintance, and this was one of the most ungainly* 
I told him how and why my ears had been boxed, 
and then communicated my project of running away 
from don Abel just before the ship was to sail, beg- 
ging to know what he thought of the plan. 

My bluff adviser puckered his eyebrows while he 
listened, and fiddled with his fingers about his 
whiskers ; then, blaming my master very seriously, 
My little hero, said he, you are eternally disgraced, 
can never shew your face again, if you sit down 
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l^uietly^ith so paltry à satisfaction as what you 
propose. To let don Abel go o£f by himself, would 
be a poor reyenge for wrongs. like yours ; the pun-» 
ishment should be proportioned to his crime. Let 
us fine him to the full amount of his purse and 
efiects> which we will share like brothers after he is 
gone. Now it is to be noted, that though thieving 
fell in very naturally with the bent of my genius, 
the proposal rather startled me, as the robbery was 
upon a large scale for so young an apprentice. 

And yet the arch deceiver of my innocence found 
the means of working me up to the perpetration, so 
that the result of our enterprise was as follows. 
This glorious ruffian, a tall, brawny fellow, came in 
the evening about twilight to our lodging. I shewed 
him my master'è travelling trunk ready packed, and 
asked him whether he could carry so heavy a load 
Upon his shoulders. So heavy as that! said he: 
shew me whe^e a transfer of property is to be made 
in my favour, and I could run with Noah's ark to 
the top of mount Ararat To prove his words, he 
felt the trunk, flung it carelessly over his back, and 
scampered down stairs. I followed nimbly; and 
we had just got to the street door^ when don Abel, 
brought home in the nick of time by the ascendency 
of his lucky stars, stood like an apparition, to appal 
our guilty souls. 

Whither are you going with that trunk ? said he« 
I was so taken by surprise, that my assurance failed 
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me ; and broad-shoulders, fiticlingthatlieliad drawit 
a blank in the lottery, threw down his booty, and 
took to his heels, rather than be troubled for an ex^ 
planation. Once more, whither are you going with 
that trunk ? said my master. Sir, answered I, with 
all the honest simplicity of a ciiminal, pleading in 
arrest of judgment, I was going to put it on board 
the vessel, that we might have the less to do tO'- 
morrow, before we embark ourselves. Indeed! 
Then you know, retorted he, in what ship I have 
taken my passage ? No, sir, replied I ; but those 
whp can talk Latin, may always find their way to 
Rome: I should have enquired at the port, and 
somebody would have informed me. At this expla- 
nation, which left his opinion where it found it, he 
darted a furious glance at me. I thought for all 
the world, he was going to cuff me again about the 
head. Who ordered you, cried he, to take my trunk 
out of this house? You, your own self, said I. Can 
you possibly have forgotten how you rated me but a 
few. days ago? Did not you tell me, with a. flea in 
my ear, that you would have me prevent your wants, 
and do beforehand from my own head whatever 
your service might require ? Now, not to be threshed 
a second time for want of forethought, L was seeing 
your trunk safe and soon enough on board. On this 
the gamester, finding that I had cut my teeth of 
wisdom sooner than suited his purpose, turned me 
off very coolly, saying: Go about your business, 
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master Scipio, and speed as you may deserve ! I do 
toot like to play with folks who are in the habit of 
revoking. Get out of my sight, or I shall set your 
solfeggio in a crying key. 

I spared him the trouble of telling me to go twice. 
Off I shot like an arrow, for fear he should unfledge 
me, by taking away iny livery. When distant enough 
to slacken my pace, I walked along the streets, 
musing whither I might betake myself for a night*s 
lodging, with only two reals in my pocket. The 
gate of the archbishop's pa.lace at length stared me 
in the face ; and, as his grace's supper was then 
dressing, a savoury odour exhaled from the kitchens, 
impregnating the gale with soup and sauce for a 
mile round. Ods haricots and cutlets ! thought I, 
it wopld be no hard matter for me to dispense with 
one of those little side dishes, which will be of no 
use to the archbishop but to make out the figure of 
his table : nay, I would be contented only just to dip 
in my four fingers and thumb, and then to sup like 
a bear upon suckings. But how to accomplish it ! 
Is there no way of bringing these choice morsels to 
a better test than that of smell ? And why not ? 
Hunger, they say, will break through stone walls. 
On this idea, did I set my wits to work ; and, by 
dint of conning over the subject, a stratagem struck 
me, which set my lungs as well as appetite in motion, 
just as the old carpenter kept bawling, " I have 
found it,'' like a madman, when he had hit the right 
g2 
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nail of his proposition on the head. I ran into the 
court of the palace, and made the best of my way 
to the kitchens, calling out with all my mighty 
'^ Help ! help !*' as if some assassin had been at my 
heels. 

At my reiterated cries, master Diego, the arch- 
bishop's cook, ran with three or four kitchen drudges 
to learn what was the matter ; and seeing only me^ 
asked why I roared so loud. Ah ! good sir, answered 
I, with every token of exquisite distress. For mercy's 
sake and for St. Polycarp's ! save me, I beseech you» 
from the fury o^ a blusterer, who swears he will kill 
me. But where is this disturber of the public 
peace? cried Diego. You have no one to quarrel 
with but yourself; for I do not see so much as a cat 
to spit at you. Go your ways, my little man, and 
do not be afraid ; it is evidently some wag who has 
been playing upon your cowardice for his diversion; 
but he knew better than to follow you within these 
walls, for we would have cut his ears off at the least. 
No, no, said I, it was for no laughing matter that he 
tan after me. He is a noted footpad, and meant to 
rob me ; I am certain that he is now waiting for me 
at the comer of the street. Then he may wait long 
enough, replied the knight of the iron spit; for you 
shall stay here till to-morrow. You shall sup with 
us, and we will give you a bed. 

I was out of my little wits with joy at the mention 
0f these last tidings ; and it was like the turnpike 
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foad to paradise after crossing an Arabian desert, 
when being led by master Diego through the kitch- 
ens^ I there saw my lord archbishop'^s supper, and 
the stew-pans in the last throes of parturition. 
There were fifteen accountable souls> for I reckoned 
them up, in attendance on the labour ; but the litter 
of dishes Heir out-numbered the fecundity of nature 
kr her most prolific mood : so much more gracious 
and bountiful is providence to the heads of the 
church in the indulgence of their appetites, than 
mindful of the worthless brute creation in the propa- 
gation of its kind. Here it was, at the fountain head 
of prelacy, inhaling an atmosphere of gravy, instead 
of just snuffing the scent as it lay upon the breeze, 
that I first shook hands with sensuality. I had the 
honour of supping with the scullions, and of sleeping 
in their room ; an initiation of friendship so sincere 
and strong, that on the following day, when I went 
to thank master Diego for his goodness in vouch- 
safing me a refuge, he said : Our kitchen lads have 
been with me in a body, to declare how excessively 
delighted they are with your manners, and to pro- 
pose having you among them as a fellow- servant; 
How should you, on your part, like to make one of 
the society ? I answered that with such a feather in 
my cap, I should be the vainest and the happiest of 
mortals. Then so be it, my friend, repHed he; con- 
sider yourself henceforth as a buttress of the hierar- 
chy. With this invitation, he introduced me to the 
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major-domo, who thought he saw talent enough in 
me for a turnspit. 

No sooner was I in possession of so honourable 
an office, than master Diego, following the practice 
of cooks in great houses, who pamper up their pretty 
dears in private with all sorts of good, things, select-» 
ed me to supply a lady in the neighbourhood with a 
regular table of butcher's meat, poultry, and game. 
This good friend of his was a widow on the right 
side of thirty, very pretty, very lively, and to all ap- 
pearance contenting herself with cup-board love for 
her cook. His generous passion was not confined 
to furnishing her with bread, meat, and garnish; she 
drank her wine too; and the archbishop was her 
wine-merchant. 

The improvement of my parts kept pace with that 
of my carnal condition in his grace's palace ; where 
I gave a specimen of rising genius, still ringing on 
the trump of fame at Seville. The pages and some 
others of the household had a niind to get up a plaiy 
on my lord archbishop's birthday. They chose a 
popular Spanish tragedy ; and wanting a boy about 
my age to personate the young king of Leon, cast 
me for the part. The major-domo, a great spouter, 
undertook to train me for the stage ; and after a few 
lessons^ pronounced that I should not be the worst 
actor of the company. His grace not wishing to 
starve so handsome a compliment to himself, no ex-^ 
pense was spared in -getting it up magnificently^. 
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The largest hall in the palace was fitted up as a 
theatre, with appropriate decorations. At the side 
scene there was a bed of turf, on which I was to be 
discovered asleep, when the Moors were to rush in 
and take me prisoner. When we had got so forward 
with our rehearsals, as to be sure of being ready by 
the time fixed, the archbishop sent out cards of invi- 
tation to all the principal families in the city. 

At length, the great, the impditant day arrived ; 
and each performer was big with the contrivance 
and adjustment of his dress. Mine was brought by 
a tailor, accompanied by our major-domo, who, after 
taking the trouble of drilling me at rehearsal, wished 
to see justice done to my outward appearance. 
The tailor put me on a rich robe of blue velvet, with 
hanging sleeves, gold lace, fringe, and buttons : the 
major-domo himself crowned me with a pasteboard 
crown, studded with false diamonds and real pearls. 
Moreover, they gave me a sash of pink silk worked 
in silver ; so that every new ornament was like a 
quill-feather in the wing of a bird. At last, about 
dusk, the play began. The curtain drew up for my 
soliloquy ; the purport of which was to express, in a 
round-about, poetical way, that not being able to 
defend myself from the influence of sleep, I was 
going to lie down and take it as it came. To suit 
the action to the word, I sidled off to the corner be- 
tween the flat and the wings, and squatted down on 
my bed of turf ; but, instead of going to sleep, accord- 
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ing to promise, I was hammering upon the means of 
getting into the street, and running away with my 
coronation finery. A little private staircase, leading 
under the theatre into the lower saloon, seemed to 
furnish the probability of success. I slid away slily, 
while the audience were considering some necessary* 
question of the play, and ran down the staircase, 
through the saloon, to the door, calling out, " Make 
way ! make way I I must change my dress, and run 
up again in a moment V* They all made a lane, for 
fear of hindering me ; so that in less than two min- 
utes I got clear out of the palace, under cover of the 
darkness, and scampered to the house of my friend 
who saw gentlemen's trunks safe on board. 

He stared like a stuck pig at my equipment ! But 
when I let him into the why and the wherefore, he 
laughed ready to split his sides. Then, shaking 
hands in the sincerity of his heart, because he flat- 
tered himself with the hope of a pension on the king 
of Leon's civil list, he wished me joy of so success-* 
ful a first appearance, and joined issue with tKe ma- 
jor-domo in the prognostic, that with encourage- 
ment and practice I should turn out a first-rate 
actor, and make no little noise in the world. Aftei 
we had diverted purselves for some time at the ex- 
pense of my manager and audience, I çaid to the 
bully: What shall we do with this magnificent 
dress ? Do not make yourself uneasy about that, 
answered he. I know an honest broker, without ai^ 
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atom of curiosity in his composition, who will buy or 
«ell any thing with any person, provided that he gets . 
the turn of the market upon the transaction. I will 
fetch him to you to-morrow-morning. The knowing 
fellow was as good as his word ; for he went out 
early the next day, leaving me in bed, and returned 
two hours afterwards with the broker, carrying a 
yellow bundle under his arm. My friend, said he, 
give me leave to introduce signer Ybagnez of Sego- 
via, who, in spite of the bad example set him by the 
trade in general, trusts to fair dealing and small 
profits for a moderate pittance and an unblemished 
character. He will tell you to a fraction what the 
dress you want to part with is really worth, and yoii 
may take his calculation as the balance of justice, 
between man and man. Oh yes ! to a nicety, said 
the broker. Else wherefore live I in a christian land, 
but to appraise for my neighbour as for myself? Ta 
take a mean advantage never was, thank heaven ! 
and at these years never shall be imputed, to Ybagnez 
of. Segovia. Let us look a little at those articles 1 
You are the seller; I am the buyer J We have only 
to agree upon an equitable price. Here they are, 
said the bully, pulling them out: now own the 
truth ; was there ever any thing more magnificent ? 
You do not often see such velvet ; and then the 
trimming ! You cannot say too much of it, answered 
the salesman, examining the suit with the prying 
eye of a dealer ; it is of the very first quality. And 
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what think you of the pearls upon this crown ? re- 
sumed my friend. A little rounder^ observed Ybag- 
nez, and there would be no setting a price upon 
them I however, take them as they are, it is a very 
fine set, aud I do not want to find fault about trifles* 
Now your common run of appraisers, under my cir* 
cumstances, would affect to disparage the goods for 
the sake of getting them cheaper ; one of those lei- 
lows would have the conscience to offer twenty pis^» 
toles ; but there is nothing like bargaining with an 
Upright, downright man ! I will give forty at a word ; 
take them or leave them ! 

Had Ybagnez ventured up to a hundred, he would 
not havie burned his fingers ; for the pearls alon« 
would hav« fetched two hundred any where. The 
bully, who went snacks, then said : Now only look I 
what a inercy it is, to fall into the hands of a man, 
not of this world. Signer Ybagnez estimates money 
as dross, in comparison of his principles and his 
soul. He may die to-night, and yet not be taken 
unprepared! That is too much! You make me blush, 
said the salesman of principle and soul ; but so far 
is true, that my price is always fixed. Well, now, 
is it a bargain? The money down upon the nail too I 
Stop a moment! answered the bully; my little friend 
must first try on the clothes you have brought for 
him by my order : I am very much mistaken if they 
will not just fit him. The salesman then, untying 
his bundle, shewed me a second hand suit of dark 



y Google 



oil. BLA.S; 119 

cloth with silver buttons. I got up, and got into it; 
too big for me every way! but these gentlemen could 
have sworn, it had been made to my mesuré. 
Ybagnez put it at ten pistoles ; and as he was an 
upright, downright man, of fixed principle and soul, 
estimating money as dross in comparison of integ- 
rity, his first price was of course his last. He there- 
fore took out his purse^ and counted down thirty 
pistoles upon a table ; afler which he packed up the 
king of Leon's regalia, and went his way. 
• When he was gone, the bully said: Lam very well 
satisfied with that broker. And so he well might 
be ! for I am certain, he must have received at least a 
hundred pistoles, as hush-money. But there was 
no reason why the broker's benevolence should pay 
the debts of my gratitude : so he took half the money 
on the table, without saying with your leave or by 
your leave, and suffered me to pocket the remainder, 
with the following advice: My dear Scipio, with 
that balance of fifteen pistoles, I would have you 
get out of this town as fast as you can ; for you may 
suppose that my lord archbishop will ferret you out^ 
if you are above ground. It would grieve me to the 
heart if, after having risen so superior to the preju* 
dice of honesty, you had the weakness to fall foul 
of what alone keeps it afloat, the house of correc- 
tion. I answered that it was my fixed purpose to 
make myself scarce at Seville: and accordingly, 
after buying a hat and some shirts, I. travelled 
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through vineyards and olive groves to the ancient 
city of Carmona; and in three days afterwards, ar- 
rived at Cordova. 

I put up at an inn close by the market-place, 
giving myself out for the heir of a good family at 
Toledo, travelling for his pleasure. My appearance 
did not belie thç story ; and a few pistoles, which I 
contrived carelessly to chink within the landlord'» 
hearing, pinned his ftdth upon my veracity. Proba- 
bly my unfledged youth might leadhim to take me 
for some graceless little truant, who had robbed his. 
parents and run away. But that was no concern of 
his : he took the thing just as I gave it him, for fëar 
lest his curiosity should clash with my continuance 
at his house. For six reals a day, one could live 
like a gentleman at this inn, where there was gener- 
ally a considerable concourse of company. About 
a dozen people sat down at supper. It was whim- 
sical enough ; but the whole party plied their knivea 
and forks without speaking a word, except one man, 
who talked incessantly, right or wrong, and made 
up for the silence of the rest by his eternal babble. 
He affected to be a wit, to tell a good story, and 
took great pains to make the good folks merry by 
•his puns ; and accordingly they did laugh most in- 
extinguishably ; but it was ; at him, not with him. 

For my part^ I paid so little attention to the talk 
of this rattle, that I should have got up from table 
without knowing^ what it waa all ahout^^ if he had nc^t 



y Google 



OIL BLAS. I2t 

brought it home to my business and my bosom. 
Gentlemen, cried he just as supper was over, I have 
kept my best story for the last; a very droll thing 
happened within these few days at the ai*ehbishop 
of Seville's palace. I had it from a young fellow of 
my acquaintance, who assures me that he was pre* 
sent at the time. These words made my heart jump 
up into my throat ; for I had no doubt of this being 
my exploit; and so it turned out. This pleasant 
gentleman related the facts as they actually hap- 
pened, and even carried the adventure to its conclu- 
sion, of which I was as yet ignorant : but now you 
shall be made as wise as myself. 

No sooner had I absconded, than the Moors, who 
were, according to the progress of the fable and the 
rising of the interest, to lay violent hands on me, 
appeared upon the stage, for the fell purpose of sur- 
prising me on my bed of turf, where, the author had 
given them reason to expect me fast asleep: but 
when they thought they were just going to capot the 
king of Leon, they found, to their surprise, that 
both the king and the knave made a trick against 
them. Here was a hole in the ballad ! The actors, 
all lost their cue : some of them called me by name, 
others ran to look for me ; here is a fellow bawling 
as though his bellows would burst, there stands ano- 
ther, muttering to himself about the devil, just as iS^ 
that reptile could stand upright in such a presence ! 
The archbishop, perceiving trouble and confusion to 
lord it behind the scenes, asked what was the mat- 
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ter. At the sound of the prelate's voice, a page who 
was the fiddle of the piece, came to the front and 
spoke thus : My lord archbishop, ladies and gentle- 
men! We are extremely sorry to inform you, as 
players, but extremely glad, as men and Christians, 
that the king of Leon is at present in no danger 
whatever of being taken prisoner by the Moors : he 
has adopted effectual measures for the security of 
his royal person ; and to the royal person, as liberty 
avails little without property, he has irrevocably 
attached the crown, insignia, and robes. And a 
happy deliverance for himself and Christendom ! 
exclaimed the archbishop^ He has done perfectly 
right to escape from the enemies of our religion, and 
to burst from the bonds in which their malice would 
have laid him. By^ this time^ pobably, he has 
reached the confines of his kingdom,, or may have 
entered the capital. May no unlucky accident have 
retarded him on his journey ! And that the sin of 
none such may lie heavy on my conscience, I beg 
leave very positively to make my pleasure known,, 
that he may proceed unmolested by any interruption 
from this quarter ; I should be highly mortified in* 
deed, if his majesty's pious endeavours were to be 
frustrated by the slightest; indignity from the minis- 
ters of that religion^ in whose cause he. labours and 
suffers. The prelate, having thus declared his ac- 
quiescence in the motives of my flight, ordered my 
part to be rejetd^ and the play to be resumed. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Continuation ofScipùiî's story. 

As long as I bad money in my purse, my landlord 
was cap in hand ; but the moment he began to sus- 
pect that the funds were low, he became high and 
mighty, picked a German quarrel, with me, and one 
morning before breakfast begged it as a favour of 
me to march out of his house. I followed his coun- 
sel as proudly as you please, and betook me to a 
church belonging to the fathers of St. Dominic, 
where, while mass was performing, an old beggar 
accosted me on the usual topic of alms. I dropped 
some small change into his hat, which was truly the 
orphan*s mite, saying at the same time : My friend, 
remember in your prayers to mention a situation for 
me ; if your petition is heard with favour, it shall be 
all the better for you ; hearty thanks, and a hand* 
some poundage ! 

At these words, the beggar surveyed me up and 
down from head to foot, and answered in a grave 
tone: What place would you wish to have ? I should 
like, replied I, to be footman, in some family where 
I should do well. He enquired whether the matter 
pressed. With all possible importunity, said I : for 
unless I have the good luck to get settled very soon^ 
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the alternative will be horrible ; death by the gripe 
of absolute famine, or a livelihood in the ranks of 
your fraternity. If the latter were after all to be 
your lot, resumed he, it certainly would be rather 
hard upon you, who have not been brought up to 
our habits of life ; but, with a little use and practice, 
you would prefer our condition to service, which, 
partiality apart, is far less respectable than the 
beggar's vocation. Nevertheless, since you like a 
menial occupation better than leading a free and 
independent life, like me, you shall have a birth 
without more ado. Mean as my appearance is, you 
must not measure my power by it Meet me here 
at the same hour to-morrow. 

I took care to keep the appointment. Though at 
the spot before the time, I had not long to wait be- 
fore the beggar joined me, and told me to follow 
him. I did so. He led me to a cellar not far from 
the church, where he resided. We went in together ; 
and, sitting down on a long bench, at least a hun- 
dred years the worse for wear, the conversation took 
this turn on his part : A good action, as the proverb 
says, always meets with its reward : you gave me 
alms yesterday, and that has determined me to get 
you a place; which shall be soon done, with a bles- 
sing on my endeavours. I know an old Dominican, 
by name father Alexis, a holy monk, a ghostly con- 
fessor. I have the honour to do all his little odd 
jobs, performing my task with so much discretion 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GIL BLAS. 125 

and good faith, that he always lends his interest to 
me and my friends. I have spoken to him about 
you, and in such terms as to prepossess him in your 
favour. You may be introduced to his reverence 
whenever you please. 

Tliere is not a moment to be lost, said I to the old 
beggar ; let us go to the good monk immediately. 
The mendicant agreed, and led me by the arm ta 
father Alexis, wlK>m we found in his room, hard at 
work, writing spiritual letters. He broke off to talk 
with me. As it was the wish of the mendicant, he 
would do all in his power to serve me. Having 
learnt, pursued he, that signor Balthasar Velasquez 
is in want of a footboy, I wrote to him this morning 
on your behalf, and he just sent me for answer, that 
he would take you without further enquiry on my 
recommendation. This very day you may call on him 
from me ; he is one of my flock, and my very good 
friend. Thereupon the monk preached to me for 
three quarters of an hour on my moral and religious 
duties, and how to frilfil them in conscience and 
honour. He enlarged principally on the obligation 
of serving Velasquez with diligence and devotion ; 
and then assured me that he would take care and 
keep me in my place, provided my master had no 
very material fault to find with me. 

After having thanked the holy person for his 
goodness towards me, I left the convent with the 
beggar, who told mç. that signor 9althasa,r Velas-* 
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quez was an old woollen-draper, but with much 
simplicity and good nature in his character. I doubt 
not, added he, but you will be perfectly comfortable 
in his house. I begged to know his place of resi- 
dence, and repaired thither immediately, after pro* 
mising to make my gratitude manifest, as soon as I 
had taken root in my new soil. I went into a large 
shop, where two fashionable young apprentices were 
walking up and down, practising new giimaces 
against the entrance of the next customer. I en- 
quired whether their master was at home, saying 
that I wanted to speak with him from father Alexis. 
At that venerable name, they shewed me into the 
counting-house, where their principal was turning 
over the ledger. I made a low bow ; and, coming 
up to him, Sir, said I, father Alexis ordered me to 
call here and offer myself as a servant to your 
honour. Ah ! my smart lad, answered he, you are 
heartily welcome. It is enough that the holy man 
sent you; and I shall take you in preference to 
three or four others who have been recommended. 
It is a clear case ; your wages begin from this day. 
A very short time in the family convinced mie, 
that the head of it was just such a man as he had 
been described. In point, of simplicity, he was every 
thing that could .be wished ; so exquisite a subject 
for imposition, that it seemed next to an impossi- 
bility, not to exercise my craft upon such a handle I 
He had, been. a widower four. years, and had two 
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children, a son of five-and-twenty, and a daughter 
in her eleventh year. The girl, brought up by a 
severe duenna, under the spiritual conduct of father 
Alexis, walked in the high road of virtue ; but her 
brother Gaspard Velasquez, though no pains had 
been spared to make a good man of him, picked out 
for himself all the vices of a young profligate. Some- 
times he staid away from home for two or three 
days together ; and if on his return, his father ven- 
tured to remonstrate in the least against his pro- 
ceedings, Gaspard shut hi& mouth at once, with 
a haughty toss of the head, and an impertinent 
answer. 

Scipio, said the old man one day, my son is the 
plague of my life. He is over head and ears in all 
kinds of debauchery: and yet there is no accounting 
for it, since his education was by no means neg- 
lected. I have given him the very best masters ; 
and my friend father Alexis has done his utmost to 
train him up in the way he should go ; but there was 
no breaking him in ; master Gaspard ran restive, 
and bolted into downright libertinism. You may 
perhaps tell me, that I spared the rod and spoiled 
the child. Quite otherwise ! he was punished when- 
ever the occasion seemed to deâiand it ; for, though 
good-tempered at bottom, I am not to be played 
upon. I have even gone so far as to lock him up, 
but that only made him more headstrong than 
before. In short, he is one of those impracticable 
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beingSy on whom good example, good adTÊce, and a» 
good horsewhip are equally thrown away. If ever 
he makes any figure in the worlds it must be by a 
miracle from heaven. 

Though my heart waa not grievously wrung by 
the sorrows of this unhappy father, sympathy was 
expected from me, and I condoled with him accord- 
ingly. How much to be pitied you are, sir ! said I. 
Virtues like yours deserved to have been handed 
down in your progeny. The event is quite the 
reverse, my good lad, answered he. Heaven heard 
my prayer, and gave me a son, but converted the 
blessing into an affliction. Among other grounds 
of complaint against Gaspard, I may tell you in. 
confidence, there is one which gives me a great deal 
of uneasiness ; a vast longing to rob his old father^ 
which he too often finds the means of satisfying, in 
spite of all my caution. Your predecessor played 
into his hands, and was turned away in consequence. 
As for you, I flatter myself that my son will never 
be able to tamper with your honesty. You will take 
my side of the question ; for doubtless father Alexis 
has given you your lesson on that head. You may 
rest assured of that, said I ; for a good long hour 
did his reverence lecture me on doing your will and. 
pleasure without let or hindrance ; but I can assure 
you, there was no need of his saying any thing 
about the matter. I fed within myself a sort of call 
to serve you faithfully, and I proipise to io it witji 
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h 2eal, beyond afi the temptations of the world to 
shake or lessen. 

He who only hears one side, is in danger of de- 
ciding partially. Young Velas<^éz, a mixture of 
the fribble and the braggart, concluding from the 
cut of my countenance that I was made up of mor- 
tal frailty like my predecessor, drew me aside to a 
snug comer, and there talked to me after this 
fashion. Now mind what is said to you, my dear 
Yellow ; you may think, I do not know that you are 
set as a spy upon me by my father; but take 
especial care how you proceed, for I can assure you 
most sincerely> that the office is not without very 
considerable inconvenience to those who undertake 
it If ever I find that you tell tales out of school, I 
will give you such a basting as you never had in yout 
life ; but if you will make common cause with me, 
and a fool of my father, ^ou may buy golden returns 
of gratitude from your humble servant. . Do you 
wish me to deal wiUi you upon the nail ? You shall 
go snacks in all that we can squeeze out of the old 
fellow. You have only to take your choice : fall at 
t)nce into the ranks either of father or son ; for neu- 
trals will come worst olBT, where the contending 
parties fight for their existence. 

Sir, answered I, you make the shoe pinch very 
tight; it is self-evident that there is nothing for me 
to do, but to enlist under your banners, though in 
my conscience it seems like a crying sm to betray 
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signer Velasquez. That is no concern of yoursj 
rejoined Gaspard ; he is an old hunks who wants to 
keep me under his thumb ; a ciirmudgeon . who 
refuses me the rights of nature, in refusing to stand 
to the expenses and repairs of my pleasures ; for 
pleasures are the necessaries of life, at five-and- 
twenty. It is in this point of view that you must 
form your opinion of my father. If that is the case, 
so be it, sir, said I ; there is no standing against so 
just a subject of complaint. lam quite at your 
service to play second fiddle in all yourlaudable 
enterprises ; but let us take especial care to conceal 
our good understanding, for fear your faithful hum- 
ble servant should be kicked out of doors. It will 
not be amiss, in my poor opinion, for you to affect 
an extreme antipathy against mé : some good round 
abuse would have a very pretty effect; you need not 
be nice ; all the blackguard terms in the dictionary 
will come at your call. Nay, a box on the ear now 
and then, or a kick on the breech, will break no 
squares ; on the contrary, the more you express your 
thorough dislike, the more signer Balthasar will pin 
his faith upon my sleeve. My cue will be, appa- 
rently to avoid speaking to you if possible. In 
waiting at table, I shall perform my little attentions 
to you at arms* length; and, whenever your honour 
n^ay happen to be called over the coals by the shop- 
men, you must not take it amiss if I abuse you worse 
than a pickpocket. 
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As plain as chalk from cheese! cHed young 
Velasquez at this last hint ; this is admirable, my 
friend ; at your early age, it is uncommon to meet 
with such a talent for intrigue ; I consider it as a 
most happy omen for my purpose. With such a 
performer to play up to me, I flatter myself, the old 
codger will be pinched to the bone and left penny- 
less. You really carry your good opinion of me 
beyond what my merit will justify, said I; some 
industry may fall to my share, but not such exalted 
genius. But I shall do my utmost ; and if my honest 
endeavours fail^ your candour must find excuses for 
my imbecility. 

It was not long before Gaspard had proof posi- 
tive, that I was to a hair s breadth the very man he 
wanted; and the following was precisely the first 
trick I played into his hand ; Balthasar's strong box 
was in the good man's chamber, by his bed-side, a 
sort of oratory, with a prayer-book always lying 
upon it. Every time I looked that way, my eyes 
glistened with hope and pleasure ; my heart chuckled 
over the very idea of what might happen : Fair, 
sweet, cruel box, will you for ever be coy to my ad- 
dresses ? May I never experience the heart^felt de- 
light of possessing all your charms foe better, for 
worse ? As I went into the room at pleasure, and 
only Gaspard was warned off the premises, it hap? 
pened ome day that I watched his father. The old 
gentleman, fancying himself unobserved of human 
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eye^ after having opened his treasury and closed it 
fast again, hid the key behind the hangings. I took 
an accurate observation of the place, and communi* 
cated the discovery to my young master, who said 
with an approving hug : Ah ! my dear Scipio, what 
glorious news you bring ? Our fortune is made, my 
dear fellow. I will furnish you with wax ; you shall 
take the impression of the key, ahd then our busi- 
ness is done. There will be no difficulty in finding 
a benevolent locksmith in Cordova, where, to do 
the place justice, there are as many rogues as in 
any part of Spain. 

Well ! but why, said I to Gaspard, do you want a 
false key ? We may find our account in the proper 
one. Yes, answered he ; but I am afraid lest my 
father, through mistrust or whim, should take a 
fancy to hiding it elsewhere ; and the safest way is^ 
to have one of pur own. I commended his precau- 
tion, and falling in with all his principles, got ready 
for taking the impression of the key: this was 
effected one morning early, while my old master 
was paying a visit to father Alexis^ with whom he 
for the most part held very long conferences. I did 
not stop here ; but availed myself of the key to 
open the strong box, wherein an ample range of 
large and small bags threw me into the most de« 
lightful perplexity imaginable. I did not know 
which to choose, there was such a &mily likeness 
among them; neverthelessi as the fear of being 
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caught did not allow of any long deliberation^. I 
laid hands, hap*hazard, on the largest. Then, lock" 
ing the box carefully, and putting the key back 
again behind the hangings, I got away out of the 
chamber with my booty, and hid it under my bed^ 
in, a small closet where I Lay. 

Having performed this exploit so successfully, I 
ran back as fast as my legs would carry me to young 
Velasquez, who was waiting at a house where he 
had given me notice to meet him> and his delight 
was extreme at the recital of what I had just done< 
He was so fully satisfied with me, as to lavish 
caresses without number, and to offer me thrice^ in 
the fulness of his heart, half the contents of the bag^ 
which I did thrice refuse. No, no, sir, said I, this 
first hstg is yours and yours only ; apply it to your 
own uses and occasions. I shall return forthwith 
to the strong box, where, as our lucky stars have 
contrived it, there is money enough for both of us* 
Accordingly, three days afterwards I carried off a 
second bag, containing, like the first, five hundred 
crowns,.of which I would only handle the fourth part, 
let Gaspard be as pressing as he pleased to force 
upon me a brotherly division, share and share alike« 

As soon as this young man found himself so flush 
of money, and consequently in a condition to gratify 
his hankering after women and play, he gave him- 
self up entirely to the devices of his own imagi^a- 
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tion; nay, his evil genius pursued him so far, as to 
make him fall desperately in love with one of those 
female harpies, who devour without remorse or 
intermission, and swallow up the largest fortunes. 
His disbursements at her instigation were frightful ; 
and thus it became necessary for me to pay bo 
many visits to the i^trong box, that old Velasquez at 
length found out he had been robbed. Scipio, said 
he one morning, I must give you a piece of informa- 
tion ; some one robs me, my friend ; my strong box 
has been opened ; several bags have been taken out, 
that is a certain fact. Whom ought I to accuse of this 
theft ? or rather, who else but my son can have com- 
mitted it? Gaspard must have got by stealth into my 
chamber, or else you yourself must have played booty 
with him ; for I am tempted to believe you in league 
with him, though to outward appearance you do not 
set up yoiir horses together. And yet I am unwilling 
to harbour that suspicion, because father Alexis 
undertook to answer for your honesty. ^ I gave him 
to understand that, by the blessing of heaven on a. 
good natural disposition, my neighbour's goods had 
no temptation in my sight ; and I so happily suited 
the action to the lie, and the lie to the action, that 
my judge pronounced a verdict of acquittal on the 
evidence of grimace and hypocrisy. 

Accordingly the old man dropped the subject; 
but for all that, there was a general misgiving in hi» 
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IbïBast, and it would sometimes ■ light upon me : 
taking precautions, therefore, against our further 
attacks, he had a new lock put to his strong box, 
and always carried the key in his pocket. By these- 
means, an embargo being laid on our traffic with the 
bags, we looked excessively foolish, especially Gas- 
pard, who, being unable any longer to keep his 
nymph in her usual style, knew very well that he 
was likely to be tossed out of her window. He had, 
however, invention enough to devise an expedient 
for keeping his head above water a few days longer, 
and that was neither more nor less than to get into 
his clutches, in the form of a loan, my dividend on 
the joint stock of the strong box. I refunded to the 
last farthing ; and this restitution, it is to be hoped, 
may be set off as an anticipated act of justice to the 
old draper, in the person of his heir> 

The young man, having exhausted this scanty 
supply, and desperate of any other, fell into a deep 
ibelancholy, and into ultimate derangement. He no 
longer looked on his father in any other light, than 
as the bane of his life. His phrenzy broke out into 
the mast dreadful projects ; so that, without listen- 
ing to the voice of consanguinity or nature, the 
wretch conceived the impious design of poisoning 
him. He was not content with making me privy to 
the atrocious design, but even proposed to render 
me the instrument of parricide. At the very thought, 
my blood ran cold within me. Sir> said I> is it pos- 
h2 
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sible that you are so rejected of heaven, as to have^ 
fi^nned this horrid plot? What ! is it in your nature 
to murder the author of your existence? Shall 
Spain, the favoured abode of the christian faith, 
bear witness to the commission of a crime, at the 
first blush of which, transatlantic savages would 
recoil with horror ? No, my dear master, added I, 
throwing myself on my knees, no, you will not be 
guilty of an action, which would raise the hand of 
all mankind against you, and be overtaken by an 
infamous punishment. 

I pressed many arguments beside on Gaspard, to 
dissuade him from so fearful an enterprise. How 
the deuce I came by all the moral and religious 
topics, which I brought to act against the fortress of 
his despair, is more than I can acco^int for; but it 
is certain that J preached like a doctor of Sala- 
manca, though a mere stripling, born of a gipsy 
fortune-teller. And yet it was to no purpose, that I 
suggested the duty of communing with his own 
better resolutions, and stoutly wrestling with the 
fiend, who was lying in wait for his immortal soul ; 
my pious eloquence was dissipated into air. Hi& 
head hung sullenly on his bosom, and his tonguQ 
uttered no sound, in answer to all my mollifying 
exhortations, so that there was every reason to con- 
elude, he would not swerve from his purpose^ 

Hereupon, taking my own measures, I requested 
a private interview with my old master ; and being 
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closeted with him, Sir, said I, allow me to throw 
myself at your feet, and to implore your pity. In 
pathetic accord with my moving accents, I pros- 
trated myself before him, with my face all bathed 
in tears. The merchant, surprised at what he saw 
and heard, asked the cause of my distress. Remorse 
of conscience and repentance, answered I ; bat nei- 
ther repentance nor remorse can ever wash out my 
guilt. I have been weak enough to give ear to your 
son, and to be his accomplice in robbing you. To 
this confession I added a sincere acknowledgment 
of all that had happened, with the particulars of my 
iate conversation with Gaspard, whose design I laid 
open without the least reserve. 

Bad as was the opinion which old Velasquez eni- 
tertained of hts son, he could scarcely^believe his 
ears. Nevertheless, finding no good reason to dis- 
trust the truth of my account, Scipio, said he, 
raising me from the ground, where I had till now 
been prostrate at his feet, I forgive you in considera- 
tion of the important notice you have communicated. 
Gaspard! pursued he, raising his voice up to the 
loudness of anguish, do^ Gaspard aim a blow at 
my life ! Ah ! ungrateful son, unnatural monster ! 
better thou hadst never been born, or stifled at thy 
birth, than to have been reared for the destruction 
of thy father ! What plea, what object, what pal- 
liation of the atrocious deed? I furnished thee 
annually with a reasonable allowance for Ûij plea«- 
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sures, and what wouldst thou have more ? Must I 
have drained my fortune to the dregs, to support 
thee in thy extravagance ? Having vented his feel- 
ings in this bitter apostrophe, he enjoined secresy 
on me, and told me to leave him alone, while he 
considered how to act in so delicate a conjuncture. 

I was very anxious to know what resolution this 
. unhappy father would take, when on that very day 
he sent for Gaspard, and addressed him thus with* 
out betraying the inward emotions of his heart : My 
son, I have received a letter from Merida, purporting 
that if you are disposed to marry, you may make a 
match with a very fine girl of fifteen, with a hand- 
some fortune in her pocket. If you have not forr 
sworn that happy and holy estate, we will set out 
to-morrow morning by daybreak for Merida: you 
will see the lady in question, and if she hits your 
fancy, the business may soon be settled. Gaspard, 
packing up his ears at a handsome fortune, and 
already fingering the cash by anticipation, answered 
unhesitatingly that he was ready to undertake the 
journey ; and accordingly they departed the follow- 
ing day at sun-rise, without attendants, mounted on 
good mules. 

Having reached the mountains of Fesira, in a» 
delightful spot for the operations of banditti, but 
terror-stirring to the timid souls of travellers, Bal- 
thasar dismounted, and desired his son to do like- 
wise. The young man obeyed^ but expressed hi^ 
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surprise at such a requisition, in so lonely a place. 
I will tell you the reason presently, answered, the 
old man, darting at him a look of mingled grief and 
anger: We are not going to Merida; and the alleged 
courtship was only an invention of mine, for the 
purpose of drawing you hither. I am not ignorant, 
ungrateful and unnatural son; I am not uninformed 
of your meditated crime. I am aware that a poison, 
prepared by your hands, was to have been adminis- 
tered to toe ; but, mad as you are, could it enter 
into . your cont^nplation that my life could have 
been invaded with impunity by such means ? How 
fatally mistaken! Your crime would soon have 
been detected, and you would have perished under 
tjie hands of the executioner. There is a safer way 
of glutting your fell malice, without exposing your- 
iself to an ignominious death ; we are here without 
witnesses, and in a place where daily murders are 
perpetrated ; since you are so thirsty after my blood, 
plunge your dagger into my bosom : the assassina- 
tion will naturally be laid at the door of some 
banditti. After these words, Balthasar, laying his 
breast bare, and pointing to his heart, ended with 
this challenge : Here, Gaspard, strike deep enough, 
strike home ; make me pay that forfeit for having 
engendered such a disgrace to human nature, and 
no more than what is due to so monstrous a pro- 
duction. 

Young Velasquez, struck by this reproach as by 
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a thunderbolt, far from pleading in his own ju8ti&- 
cation, fell instantly lifeless at his father's feet. The 
good old man, hailing the germ of repentance in 
this unfeigned testimony of shame» could not help 
yielding to paternal weakness ; he made all possible 
haste to give his assistance ; but Gaspard had no 
sooner recovered the use of his senses, than, unable 
to fitand in the presence of a father so justly of- 
fended, he made an eôbrt to raise himself from the 
ground, then sprang upon his mule, and gall(^d 
out of sight without saying one word. Balthasax 
suffered him to take his own course, and returned 
to Cordova, little doubting but conscience would 
play its part in revenging his wrongs* Six months 
afterwards, it appeared that the culprit had thrown 
himself into the Carthusian convent at Seville, there 
to pass the remnant of his days in penance* 



CHAPTER XIL 

Conclusion ofScipi6*s story. 

Bad example sometimes produces the converse 
of itself. The behaviour of young Velasquez made 
me think seriously on my own predicament. I began 
to wrestle with my thievish propensities, and to live} 
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like one of the better sort. A confirmed habit of 
pouncing upon money wherever I could get it, had 
been contracted by such a long succession of indi* 
vidual acts, that it was no easy matter to say where 
it should stop. And yet I was in hopes to accom- 
plish my own reformation, under the idea that, to 
become virtuous, a man had nothing to do but to 
contract the desire of being so. I therefore under- 
took this great work, and heaven seemed to smile 
upon my efforts : I left off eyeing the old draperas 
istrong box with the carnal regard of avaricious 
longing: nay, I verily believe, that if it had de- 
pended on my own will and pleasure to have turned 
over the contents to my own use, I should have 
abstained from the crime of picking and stealing! 
It must, however, be admitted, that it would have 
been an unadviseable measure to tempt my new-i 
born integrity with meats too strong for its stomach : 
and Velasquez was nurse enough to keep me on a 
proper diet. 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman, 
knight of Alcantara, was in the habit of coming 
backwards and forwards to our house. He was à 
'customer, one of our principal in point of rank ; if 
not punctual in point of pay. I had the happinesd 
to find favour with this knight, who never met me 
without that sort of nqtice which encouraged con^^ 
versation, and with that conversation he appeared 
always to be very much pleased. Scipio,. said he 
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one day, if I had a footman of your kidney, it wonld 
be as good as a fortune to me ; and if you were not 
in the service of a man who stands so high in my 
regards, I should make no scruple about enticing 
you away. Sir, answered Ij you would have very 
little trouble in succeeding; for I am distractedly 
partial to people of fashion ; it is my weak side ; 
their free and easy manners fascinate me to the 
extreme of folly. That being the case, replied don 
Manriquez, I will at once beg signor Balthasar to 
turn you over from his household to mine : he will 
scarcely refuse me such a request. Accordingly 
Velasquez was kind and complying, with so much 
the less violence to his own private feelings, as there 
seemed no reason to think, that if a man paited 
with one knavish servant, he might not easily get 
another in his place. To me the change was all for 
the better; since a tradesman's service appeared 
but a beggarly condition, in comparison with the 
office of own man to a knight of Alcantara. 

To draw a faithful likeness of my new master, t 
must describe him as a gentleman possessing every 
requisite of person, figure^ manners, and disposition; 
NcNT was that all ; for his courage and honour werf^ 
equal to his other qualities : the goods of fortune 
were the only good things he wanted ; but being the 
younger son of a family more distinguished by 
descent than opulence, he was obliged to draw for 
bis expenses on an old uunt living at Toledo, whq 
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loved him as her own child, and administered to his 
occasions witli affectionate liberahty. He was al- 
ways well dressed, and every where well received. 
He visited the principal ladies in liie city, ai)d 
funong others the marchioness of Almenara. She 
was a widow of seventy-two, but the centre of 
attraction to all the fashionable society of Cordova, 
by the elegance of her manners and the sprightli- 
ness of her conversation : men as well as women laid 
themselves out for an introduction, because her 
parties conferred at once on the frequenters the 
patent of good company. 

My master was one of that lady*s most assiduous 
courtiers. After leaving her one evening, his spirits 
seemed to be more elevated than was natural to 
him. Sir, said I, you are evidently in a good deal 
pf agitation ; may your faithful servant ask on what 
account ? Has any thing happened out of the comT 
inon way ? The young gallant smiled at so home 
a question, and owned candidly that he had just 
been engaged in a serious conversation with the 
^larcbioness of Almenera. I will lay a wager, said 
I laughing outright, that this moppet of threescore 
and ten, this girl in her second childhood, has been 
unfolding to yon all the secret movements of a ten- 
der, susceptible heart. Do not make a jest of it, 
^answered he ; for the fact is, my friend, that the 
marchioness is seriously in love with me. She told 
jone that the narrowness of my circumstances was as 
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well known to her as the nobility of my birth ; thai 
she had taken a liking to me, and was determined 
to place me at my ease by marriage, since she could 
not decently lay her fortune at my feet on any other 
terms. That this marriage would expose her to 
public ridicule, she professed to have considered; 
that scandal would be busy at her expense; in 
short, that she should pass for an old fool with an 
ambitious eye and a liquorish constitution. No 
matter for that ! She was not to be awed from the 
career of her humour by quips and sentences : her 
only alarm was, lest I should either make sport op 
her intentions, or torment her more grievously by 
my aversion. 

Such, continued the knight, was the substance of 
the marchionesses declaration ; and I am the more 
astonished at it, because she is the most prudent and 
sensible woman in Cordova ; wherefore I answered 
by expressing my surprise, at her honouring me 
with the offer of her hand, since she had hitherto 
persisted in her resolution of remaining in a state of 
widowhood. To this she replied, that having a 
considerable fortune, it would give her pleasure to 
share it in her life-time with a man of honour to 
whom she was attached. To all appearance then, 
rejoined I, you have made up your mind to take a 
lover's leap» Can you doubt about that? answered 
he. The marchioness is immensely rich, with 
excellent qualities both of head and heart. It 
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would be the extreme of folly and fastidiousness, to 
let so advantageous a settlement slip through my 
fingers. 

I entirely approved my master^s purpose of pro*^ 
fiting by so fine an opportunity to make his fortune^ 
and even advised him to bring the matter to a shprt 
issue, for fear of a change in the wind. Happily 
the lady had the business more at heart than my« 
self; her orders were given so efiectually, that the 
necessary forms and ceremonies were soon got over*- 
When it became known in Cordova, that the old 
marchioness of Almenara was getting herself ready 
to be the bride of young don Manriquez de Medra- 
no, the wits began breaking their odd quirks and 
remnants in derision of the widow ; but though she 
heard her own detractions, she did not put them to 
mending; the town might talk as they pleased; fbr 
when she said she would die a widow, she did not 
think to live till she were married. The wedding 
was solemnized with a publicity and splendour which 
furnished fresh food for evil tongues. The bride; 
said they, might at least have had the modesty to 
dispense with noise and ostentation, so unbecoming 
in an old widow who marries a young husband. ' 

The marchioness, far enough from yielding^ to the 
suggestions of shame at her own inconsistency, ot 
the disparity of their ages, yielded herself up with- 
out constraint to the expression of the most Hvelf 
joy. She gave a grand concert and supper, witb n 
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ball afterwards, and invited all the principal famt-' 
lies in Cordoya. Just before the close of the ball, 
the new married couple disappeared, and were 
shewn to an apartment where, with no other wit- 
nesses but her own maid and myself, she spoke to 
my master in these terms : — Don Manriquez, this is 
your apaitment ; mine is in another part of the 
house : we will pass the night in separate rooms, 
and will li?e together by day like mother and son. 
At first the knight did not know what to make of 
this : he thought that the lady was only trying his 
temper, as if her coldness must be wooed to kind- 
ness, and her love, like her pardon, not unsought, 
be won. Imagining, therefore, that good manners 
required, at least, the shew of passion, he made hif 
advances, and offered, according to the laws of 
amorous suit enacted in such cases, to assist in the 
disencumbering duties of her toilet; but, so far 
fro^n allowing him to interfere with the province of 
)ier servant, she pushed him back with a serious 
air, saying; ïlold, don Manriquez: if you take me 
fat one of those sweet-toothed old women, who 
marry a second time from mere incontinence, yoH 
âo me manifest injustice: my proposals were not 
fraught with conditions of hard service, as the te- 
nure of our nuptial contract ; the gift of my hearjt 
was unmixed with sensual dross, and your gratitude 
is only drawn upon for returns of pure and platoniç 
fHendship. After this explanation, she left my ma.ST 
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ter and me in our apartment, and withdrew to her 
own with her attendant, forbidding the bridegroom, 
in the most positive manner, to attempt retiring with 
her. 

After her departure, it waa some time before we 
recovered from our surprise at what we had just 
heard. Scipio, said my master, could you ever 
have believed that the marchioness would have 
talked in such a strain ? What think you of so phi^ 
losophic a bride? I think, sir, answered I, that 
she is a phénix among the brood of hymen. It iç 
for all the world like a good living without parochial 
duties. For tny part, replied don Manriquez, there 
is nothing so much to my taste as a wife of modest 
pretensions ; and I mean to make her amends for 
the trophy she has raised to unadulterated esteem, 
by all the delicate attentionsi in my power to pay» 
We kept up the subject of the lady*s moderation 
till it was full time to separate. My quarters were 
fixed ia an anti-room with a book-case bedstead; 
my master's in an elegant bed-chamber with every 
appurtenance except one : but however necessary it 
might be to play the disappointed bridegroom, I a^l 
much mistaken if in the bottom of his soul be was 
half so much afraid of sleeping by himself as of 
being encumbered with a bed-fellow. 

The rejoicings began again on the following day ; 
and the bride was so jocund on the occasion, that 
the bolts of the fools among her visitors were not 
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soon shot. She was the first to laugh at all their 
pointless jokes; nay, she even set the little wits to 
worky by giving them an example of pleasantly, 
which they were very little able to follow. The 
happy man, on his part, seemed to be very little 
less happy than his partner ; and one would have 
sworn, judging by the glance of satisfaction which 
accompanied his language and deportment, that he 
liked mutton better than lamb. This well-matched 
pair had a second conversation in the evening ; and 
then it was decided, that without interfering in the 
least with one another, they should live together just 
on the same footing as they had lived before mar^ 
riage. At all events, much credit must be given to 
don Manriquez on one account: he did, from deli- 
cate consideration towards his wife^^^ what few hus- 
bands would have done under his circumstances ; 
for he discarded a little sempstress of whom he was 
very fond, and who was very fond of him, because 
he did not choose to keep up a connection insulting 
to^e feelings of a lady so studious of his. 

While he was furnishing such unusual testimonies 
of gratitude to his elderly benefactress, she over-» 
paid and doubly paid her debt of obligation, even 
without diving into its nature or extent. She gave 
him the master- key of her strong box, which was. 
better provided than that of Velasquez. Though 
she had reduced her establishment during widow-^ 
hood, it was now replaced upon the same footing as 
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m the life time of her first husband; the comple- 
ment of household servants was enlarged, the stud 
and equipages were in the veiy first style ; in a word, 
by her generosity and kindness, the most beggarly 
knight belonging to the order of Alcantara became 
the most monied member of the fraternity. You 
may perhaps be disposed to ask me, how much I ' 
was in pocket by all that : and my answer is, fifty 
pistoles from my mistress, and a hundred from my 
master, who moreover appointed me his secretary, 
with a salary of four hundred crowns; nay, his 
confidence was so unbounded that I was fixed on to 
fill the ofiice of treasurer* 

Treasurer I cried I, interrupting Scipio at the 
very idea, and bursting into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. Yes, sir, replied he, with a cool, un- 
flinching seriousness; you are perfectly right, trea- 
surer was the word ; and I may venture to say that 
the duties of the office were executed without the 
slightest occasion for a committee of enquiry. True 
it is that the balance may be somewhat against me; 
fbr I was always in the habit of overdrawing my 
wages; and as the firm was dissolved somewhat 
suddenly, it is by no means impossible that the bâ:- 
lance of my cash account might be on the wrong 
side : but, at all events, it was my last slip ; and 
since that time my ways have been ways of upright- 
ness vand honesty. 
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Thus was I, continued this son of a gipsy, secre- 
tary and treasurer to don M anriquez, who, to all 
appearance, was as happy in me as I in him, when 
he received a letter from Toledo, announcing that 
his aunt, donna Theodora Moscoso, was on her last 
legs. He was so much affected by the news, as to 
set out instantly and pay his duty to that lady, who. 
had been more than a mother to him for several 
years. I attended him on the journey, with only 
two under servants ; we. were all mounted on the 
best horses in the stable, and reached Toledo with- 
out loss of time, where we found donna Theodora 
in a state to warrant our hopes that she would not, 
at present, weigh anchor on her outward bound voy- 
age; and, in fact, our judgment on her case, though 
point blank in contradiction to that of an old phy- 
sician who attended her, proved by the, event that 
we knew at least as much of the matter as he did. 

While the health of our venerable relative was 
improving from day to day, less perhaps from the 
effect of the prescriptions, than in consequence of 
her dear nephew's presence, your worthy friend the 
treasurer passed his time in the pleasantest manner 
possible, with some young people whose acquaint- 
ance was admirably calculated to ventilate the con- 
fined cash in his pocket. Sometimes they enticed 
me to the tennis-court, and took me in for a game ; 
on those occasions, not being quite so steady a 
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player as my master don Abel, I lost much oftener 
than I won. By degrees, play became a passion 
with me ; and, if the taste had been suffered to 
gain complete possession, it would doubtless have 
laid me under the necessity of drawing bills of ac- 
commodation on the family bank; but happily love 
stepped in, and saved the credit both of the bank 
and of my principles. One day, passing along 
near the church of the Epiphany, I espied through 
a lattice with the drapery drawn up, a young gid 
who might well be called a thing divine; for nothing 
natural was ever seen so lovely. I would lay on 
my compliment still thicker, if words were not 
wanting to express the effect of her first appearance 
upon my mind. I set my wits to work, and by dint 
of diligent enquiry, learned that her name was Be- 
atrice, and that she was waiting maid to donna Jur 
lia, younger daughter of the count de Polan. 

Beatrice broke in upon the thread of Scipio*s 
story by laughing immoderately ; then, directing 
her speech to my wife, Charming Antonia, said she, 
do but just look at me, I beseech you, and then say 
truly, whether I could be likened to a thing divine. 
You might at that time to my enamoured sight, said 
Scipio ; and, since your conjugal faith is no longer 
under à cloud, my visual appetite increases by what 
it feeds on. It was a pretty compliment! and my 
secretary, having fired it off, pursued his narrative 
as follows.» 
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This intelligence kindled the flame of passion with- 
in me ; but not, it must be confessed, a flame which 
could be acknowledged without a blush. I took it 
for granted that my triumph over her scruples 
would be easy, if my biddings were high enough to 
command the ordinary market of female chastity ; 
but Beatrice was a pearl beyond price. In vain did 
I solicit her through the channel of some intriguing 
gossips, with the ofler of my purse and of my most 
tender attentions ; she rejected all my proposals with 
disdain. I had recourse to the lover's last remedy, 
and offered her my hand, which she deigned to ac- 
cept on the strength of my being secretary and 
treasurer to don Manriquez. As it seemed ex- 
pedient to keep our mariiage secret for some time, 
the ceremony was performed privately in pre- 
sence of dame Lorenza Sephora, Seraphina's go- 
verness, and before some others of the count de 
Polan's household. After our happy union, Beatrice 
contrived the means of our meeting by day, and 
passing some part of every night together in the 
garden, whither I repaired through a little gate of 
which she gave me a key. Never were man and 
wife better pleased with each other than Beatrice 
and myself: with equal impatience did we watch 
for the hour of our appointment ; with congenial 
«motions of eager sensibility did we hasten to the 
spot,, and the moments which we passed together, 
though countless from their number in the calendar 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



O.Il^ BLAB. 153 

of cold indifférence» to us were few and fleeting;, in 
comparison with that eternity of matual bliss for 
which we panted. 

One night, a night which should be expunged 
from ^e almanac, a night of darkness and despair^ 
contrasted with the brightness of all our former 
nights, I was surprised on approaching the garden^ 
to find the Uttle gate open» This unusual circum- 
stance alarmed me ; for it seemed to augur some-* 
thing inauspicious to my happiness : I turned pale 
and trembled, as if with a foreknowledge of what 
was going to happen. Advancing in the dark to- 
wards a bower, where our private meetings had 
usually taken place, I heard a man's voice. I 
stopped on the instant to listen, when the following 
words struck like the sound of death upon my ear : 
Do not keep me languishing in suspence, my dear. 
Beatrice ; make my happiness complete» and con- 
sider that your own fortunes are closely linked with 
mine. Instead of having patience to hear further^ 
it seemed as if more had been said than blood could 
expiate; that devil, jealousy, took possession of 
my soul ; I drew my sword^ and breathing only 
vengeance, rushed into the bower% Ah ! base se-» 
ducer^ cried I, whoever you are, you shall tear thiâ 
heart from out my breast» rather than touch my ho«» 
nour on its tenderest point. With these words on 
my lips, I attacked the gentleman who was talking 
with Beatrice. He stood upon his guard without 
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more ado, like a man much better acquainted wiltf 
the science of arms than myself, who had only re- 
ceived a few lessons from a fencing-inaster at Cor- 
doya. And yet, strong as his sword-arm was, I 
made a thrust which he could not paiTy, or what is 
more likely, his foot slipped: I saw him fall; and 
fancying that I had wounded him mortally, ran 
away as hard as my legs would carry tne, without 
deigning to answer Beatrice, who would have called 
me back. 

Yes, indeed ! said Scipio's wife, resolved to have 
her share in the developement of the story ; I called 
out for the purpose of undeceiving him. The gen- 
tleman conversing with me in the arbour, was don 
Ferdinand de Ley va. This nobleman, who was in lové 
with my mistress Julia, had laid a plan for running' 
aiway with her, from despair of being able to obtain 
her hand by any other means ; and I had myself 
made this assignation with him in the garden, to 
concert measures for the elopement, and with his 
fortune he assured me that my own was closely 
linked ; but it was in vain that I screamed after my 
husband ; he darted from me as if my very touch 
were contamination. 

In such a state of mind, resumed Scipio, I was 
capable of any thing. Those who know by expe» 
rience what jealousy is, into what extravagance it 
drives the best regulated spirits, will be at no loss to 
conceive the disorder it must have produced in my* 
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weak brain. I passed in a moment froin one extreme 
to another : emotions of hatred succeeded instan- 
taneously to all my former sentiments of affection 
for ray wife. I took an oath never to see her more, 
and to banish her for ever from my memory. Be- 
sides, the supposed death of a man lay upon my . 
conscience ; and under that idea, I was afraid of 
falling into the hands of justice ; so that every tor- 
ment which could be accumulated on the head of 
guilt and misery by the fury of despair and the de- 
mon of remorse, was the remediless companion of 
my wretched flight. In this dreadful situation, 
thinking only of my escape, I returned home no 
more, but immediately quitted Toledo, with no 
other provision for my journey but the clothes 
on my back.* It is true, I had about sixty pistoles 
in my pocket ; a tolerable supply for a young man, 
whose views in life pointed no higher than a good 
service. 

I walked forward all night, or rather ran ; for the 
phantom of an alguazil always dogging me at the 
heels made me perform wonders of pedestrian acti- 
vity. The dawn overtook me between Rodillas and 
Maqueda. When I was at the latter town, finding 
myself a little weary, I went into the church which 
was just opened, and, having put up a short prayer, 
sat down on a bench to rest I began musing on 
the state of my affairs, which were sufficiently out at. 
elbows to require' all my skill in patch-work, but the^ 
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time for reflection as well as for repentance was Cut 
short. The church echoed on a sudden with three 
or four smacks of a whip, which made me conclude 
that some carrier was on the road. I immediately 
got up to go and see whether I was right or wrong. 
At the door, I found a man, mounted on a mule, 
leading two others by the halter. Stop, my friend, 
said I : whither are these mules going ? To Madrid^ . 
answered he. I came hither with two good Domi- 
nicans, and am now setting out on my return. 

Such an opportunity of going to Madrid gave me 
an itching desire for the expedition : I made my 
bargain with the muleteer ; jumped upon o^e of his 
mules, and away we scampered towards Illescas, 
where we were to put up for the night. Scarcely 
were we out of Maqueda, before the muleteer, a man 
from five-and-thirty to forty, began chanting tlie 
church service with a most collegiate twang. This 
trial of his lungs began with matins, in the drowsy 
tone of a canon between asleep and awake ; then hé 
roared out the Belief, alternately in contralto, te* 
nor, and bass, in all the harmonious confusion of 
Ugh mass : and not content with that, he rang the 
bell for vespers, without sparing me a single peti- 
tion or so much as a bar of the magnificat Though 
the scoundrel almost cracked the drum of my ear, 
I could not help laughing heartily ; and even egged 
him on to make the welkin reverberate with his hal- 
lelujahs, when the anthem was suspended a few 
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1*éàts/itbr tte tieceèsary purpose of Supplying wind 
to the organ. Courage, my friend ! said I : go on 
and prosper. If heaven has given you a good ca- 
pacious throat, you are neither a niggard nor a per- 
Verter of its precious boon. Oh ! certainly not for 
the knatter of that, cried he : happily for my immor- 
tal sdul, I am not like carriers in general^ who sing 
nothing but profane sougs aboiit love or drinking : 
I do not even defile my lips with ballads on our wars 
against the Moors; such subjects are at least light 
and unedifyitig, if not licentious and impure. You 
have, replied I, an evangelical purity of heart tvhich 
belongs only to the elect among muleteers. With 
this excessive squeamishness of yours about the 
choice of your music, have you also taken a vow of 
continence^ wherever there is a young bar-maid to 
be picked up at an inn ? Assuredly, rejoined he, 
chastity is also a virtue by which it is my pride to 
ward off the temptations of the road, where my only 
business is to look after my mules. I was in no 
small degree astonished at such pious sentiments 
from this prodigy of psalm-singing mule-drivers; 
so that looking upon him as a man above the vani- 
ties and corruptions of this nether world, I fell into 
chat with him after he had gone the length of his 
tether in singing. 

We got to niescas late in the dayi On entering 
the inn-yard, I left the care of thé mules to my com- 
panion, and went into the kitchen, where I ordered 
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the landlord to get us a good supper ; which he pro* 
mised to perform so much to'my salisfactioB, ad to 
make me rememb^ all the 4ay8 of my life, w^al 
usage travellers meet with at bis house. Ask, 
added he, now only ask your carrier what sort of 9$ 
man I am. By all the powers of seasoning ! I 
would defy the best cook in Madrid or Toledo tQ 
make an olio at all to be compared with mine. I 
shall treat yon this evening with some stewed rabbit 
after a receipt of my own ; you will then see whe- 
ther it is any boast to say that I know how to send 
up a âupper. Thereupon, shewing me a stewpan 
with a young rabbit, as he said, cut up into pieces : 
There, continued he, is what I mean to favour you 
with. When I shall have thrown in a little pepper^ 
some salt, wine, a handful of sweet herbs, and a few 
other ingredients which I keep for my own sauces, 
you may depend on sitting down to such a dish, aa 
would not disgrace the table of a chancellor or aa 
archbishop. 

The landlord, having thus done justice to his own 
merits, began to work upon the materials he had 
prepared. While he was labouring in his vocatioii^t 
I went into a room, where lying down on a sort of 
couch, I fell fast asleep through fatigue, having 
taken no rest the night before. In the space of 
about two hours, the muleteer came and awakened 
me, with the information that supper was ready, and 
a pressing request to take my place at table. The 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




c ^'■ 



^^.-^«> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Paiiit^d \>y R.Smirlte, RA. 



Engraved hy J.Romney. 



SCIPIO DECEIVED BY THE CARHLEIl AT SITPPER. 

Vol4p.l69. 



LONDON; 
PuLlishedby Hirrst.Ilobiiison. fc C^o, Cheap si de. 



y Google 



«(Jeth wag laid for two, and we sat doWn to the 
hashed rabbit. I played my knife ^d fork most 
manfully, finding the flavour delicious^ whether.from 
the force of hunger in communicating a candid mode 
of interpretation to my palate, or frotn the natural 
effect of the^ingredients compounded. by the cook« 
A jcHnt of roast mutton was next served up» It was 
remarkable that the carrier only paid his respects 
to this laçt article ; aQd I asked him why he had 
pot taken hi$ share of the other. He answered yriûi 
a suppressed smile„ that he was not fond of made 
dishes, This reason, or rather the turn of counte-» 
«ance with which it was alleged, seemed to imply 
pqre than was -expressed. You have not told me, 
said I, the real meaning of your not eating the fii- 
çassjçe ; do have tl^e goodne^ to «Xplain it at once. 
Since you are so curious to be made acquainted wîëi 
it, replied h^ I must own tiiat I have an insupera- 
ble aversion to cramming my stomach with meats 
iia masquerade, since one evening at an inn on the 
toad between Toledo and Cuenca, they served me 
lip, instead of a wild rabbit, a hash of tame cat ; 
enough of all conscience, ever after to set my intes-* 
tines in battle array against all minces, stews^ and 
force-meats. 

No «ooner had thé muleteer let me into this se- 
cret, than in spite of the hunger which raged within 
me» my appetite left me completely in the lurch. . I 
conceived in all the horror^ of extreme loathings 
i2 
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that I had been eating a cat dressed up as the iot> 

ble of a rabbit ; and the fricassee had no longer aiiy 

power over iny«ensês, except by producing a strong 

inclination to r^h. My companion did not lessen 

my tendency that way, by telling tne that the inn-» 

keepers itii Spain, as well as the pastry-cooks, were 

>ery much in the habit of making that substitution. 

The drift of the conversation was, as you may pèr- 

tîeive, very much in the nature of a lenitive to my 

stomach ; so much so that I had no mind to 'med* 

die any more with the dish of undefinables, nor 

even to make an attack upon the roast meat, for 

^ekrthe mutton should have perfoimed its duty by 

deputy as well as the rabbit. I jumped up from 

table cursing the cookery, the cook, and the whole 

establishment: then, throwing myself down upon 

thé sofa^ I passed the night with less nausea than 

might reasonably have been expected. The day 

following with the dawn, after having paid the 

reckoning with as princely an air as if we had 

been tieated like princes, away went I from Illes- 

càs, bearing my faculties so strongly impregnated 

with fricassee, that I took every animal which 

crossed the road, of whatever species or dimension», 

for a cat. 

We got to Madrid betimes, where I had no sooner 
«ettled with my carrier, than I hired a ready-fûr- 
mshed lodging near the Sun-gate. My eyes, though 
accustomed to the great world, mete nevertheless 
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tftoled by the concourse of nobility which was or- 
dinarily seen in the quarter of the court. I admired 
the prodigious number of carriages, and the count- 
less list of gentlemen, pages, gentlemen's gentle- 
men, and plain downright footmen in the train of/ 
the grandees. My admiration exceeded all bounds, 
on going to the king's levee, and beholding the 
n^onarch in the midst, of his court. The effect of 
the scene was .enchanting; and I said to myself: 
It is no wonder they should say that one must see 
the court of Madrid, to form any adequate idea of 
its magnificence : I am delighted to have directed 
my course hither, and feel a sort of prescience with- 
in me that I shall not come away without taking 
fortune, by surprise. I caught nothing napping, 
however, but my own prudence, in making some 
thriftless, expensive acquaintance. My money 
oozed away in the rapid thaw of my propriety and 
better judgment, so that it became a measure of ex- 
pedient degradation to throw away my transcen- 
dent merit on a pedagogue of Salamanca, whom, 
some family lawsuit or other concern had ^br<onght. 
to Madrid, where he was bom, and where chance, 
more whimsical than wise, thrust me within the ho- 
rizon of his knowledge. I becan^ his right hand, 
his prime principal agent; andr^ogged him at the 
heels to the university when he returned thither. , 

My. new employer, went by the naine of ddn 
Igpi^QiodQ Ipigna.^ He. funiiahed himself with the 

Digitized by VjOOÇlC 



162 OlXr BI.A». 

handle of don, inasmuch as he had been tutor to a 
nobleman of the first rank, who had recompensed 
his early semées with an annuity for life : he like- 
wise derived a snug little salary from his professop- 
ship in the university ; and in addition to all thi»» 
laid the public under a yearly contribution of two or 
three hundred pistoles for books of Aninstructive 
morality, whfch he protruded from the press perio- 
dically by weight and measure. The manner iû 
which he worked up the shreds and patches of his 
composition deserves a notice somewhat more than 
cursory. , The heavy hours of the forenoon were 
spent in muzzing over Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
authors, and in writing down upon little squares of 
CEkrd every pithy sentence or striking thought which 
occurred in the morning's reading. According to 
the progress of this literary Pam, in winning tricks 
from the ancients, he employed me to score up his 
honours in the form of an Apollo*s wreath : these 
metaphysical garlands were strung upon wire, and 
each garland made a pocket volume. What an ex- 
ecrable hash of wholesome viands did we cook up ! 
The commandments set at loggerheads with an ut- 
ter confusion of tables ; Epicurean conclusions 
engrafted on stoical premises ! Tully quoting Epic- 
tetus, and Seneca supporting his antitheses on the 
authority of monkish rhyme! Scarcely a monÂ 
elapsed without our putting forth at least two vo- 
lumes, so that the press was kept coutinually gro%n- 
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ing under the. wâght of our transgressions. What 
«eemed most extraordinary of aU, was thai these 
literary larcenies were palmed upon the purchasers 
for spick and span new wares : a«d if, by any 
strange and improbable chance, a thick-headed cri- 
tic should stumble with his noddle smack against 
some palpable plagiarism, the author would plead 
guilty to the indictment, and make a merit of serv^ 
tng up at second-hand 

What Gellias or Stobaeus hashed before,. 

Though chewed. by blind old scholiasts o'er and o'er^ 

He was also a great commentator ; and filled his 
notes chuck full of so much erudition, as to multi- 
{4y whole pages of discussion upon what homely 
common-«ense would have consigned to the brief 
^ternative of a query : 

Disputes of Me or Te, orAutorAt, 
To sound or sink in cano O or A» 
Or give up Cicero to C or K. 

As almost every author, ethical and didactic, 
from Hesiod down to himself^ took his turn to dan* 
gle on some one or other of our manuscript garlands, 
it was impossible for me not to suck in somewhat 
of sage nurture from so copious. a stream of philoso- 
phy : it would be rank ingratitude to shift ofiT my 
obligation.. My hand-¥n:iting aUo became strictly 
i^.<l decidedly legible, by dint of continual trap^r 
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Bcription : my estate was more that of a pujpil thai^ 
of a servant : and my morals w^e not neglected, 
while my mind was polished <^d my faculties raised 
above their former level. Scipio ! he used to say, 
when he chanced to hear of any serving lad with 
n\ore cunning than honesty in hia dealings, beware,, 
my good boy, how you tsJce aflèr the evil example 
of that graceless villain. '^ The honour of a servant 
is his fidelity; his highest virtues are submission 
and obedience. Be studious of thy master's inte- 
rests, be diligent in his affairs, and faithful to the 
trust which he reposeth in theé. Thy time and thy 
labour belong unto him. Defraud him not thereof, 
for he payeth thee for them.** To sum up all, do^, 
Ignacio lost no opportunity of leading me on in the 
path of virtue : and his prudent counsels sank so 
deep into my heart, as to keep under any thing like 
even the slightest wish of playing him a rogue's 
trick during the fifteen months which I spent in his 
service. 

I have already mentioned that doctor de IpigBa 
was a native of Madrid. He had a relation tiiere,. 
by name Catalina, waiting-maid to the lady who 
officiated as nurse to the heir-apparent. This abi*t 
gail, the same through whose intervention I got 
signor de Santillane released from the tower of Se- 
govia, intent on rendering a service to don Ignacio^ 
prevailed with her mistress to pétition the* duke of 
l^rma for some preferment. The mixiister name* , 
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him for the archdeaconry of Grenada, which as a 
conquered country, is in the king's gift. We re- 
paired immediately to Madrid on receiving the in- 
telligence, as the doctor wished to thank his pa- 
tronesses hefore he took possession of his benefice. 
I had more than one opportunity of seeing Catalina, 
and conversing with her. The cheerful turn of my 
temper and a certain easy air of good company were 
altogether to her taste ; for my part, I found her sç 
much to my Uking, that I could not help saying 
yes to the little advances of partiality which she 
made in my favour : in short, we got to feel very 
kindly towards each other. You must not write a 
comment with your nails, my dear Beatrice, oil this 
episode in the romance of my amours ; because I 
was firmly persuaded of your inconstancy, and you 
will allow that heresy, though impious, being also 
blind, my penance may reasonably be remitted on 
«incere conversion. 

In the mean, time doctor Ignacio was making 
^ady to set out for Grenada. His relation and my- 
aelf, out of our wits at the impending: sefiiaration^ 
had recourse to an expedient which re9cued us fxom 
its horrors : I shammed illness, complained of my 
head, complained of my chest, and inade a charac- 
teristic wry face for every paiu. and ache, in the ca- 
talogue of human infirmities. Mymasjbeir called m> 
.«physician who told. me with a ^ave ùace, after 
<^ttmg his questions in tfie usual .co^e, that m; 
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complaint was of a much more serious nature tbsui 
it might appear to unprofessional observation^ and 
that, according to all present likelihood^ I should 
keep my chamber a long time. The doctor, impa» 
tient to take possession of his preferment, did not 
think it quite so well to delay his departure, but 
chose rather to hire another boy; he therefore con* 
tented himself with handing me over to the care of 
a nurse, with whom he left a sum of money to bury 
me if I should die, or to remunerate me for my ser* 
vices if I should recover. 

As soon as I knew don Ignacio to be safe on the 
Toad for Grenada, I was cured of all my maladies. 
I got up, made my final bow to the physician who 
had evinced so thorough a knowledge of my case^ 
and fairly turned my nuvse out of doors, who made 
her retreat good with baggage and ammunition, t« 
the amount of more than ha)f the sum for which she 
ought to have accounted with me. While J was en» 
acting the sick man, CataHna was playing another 
part about the person of her mistress, donna Anna 
de Guevara, into whose conception having by dint 
of many a wordy process inserted the notion, that 
I was the man of all others ready cut and dry for 
an intrigue, she induced her to choose me for one 
of her agents* The royal and most catholic nurse^ 
%hose genius for great undertakings was either pros» 
duced or exasperated by the love of great possesi- 
usions, haivin^f occasion for suitable ipiuist^s» i^ 
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Wived me among her hangers-on, and lost no op-r 
portunity of ascertaining how far I was for her pur^;- 
pose. She confided some commissions to my care, 
which, vanity apart, called for no little address, and 
what they called for was ready at hand : according- 
ly, she gave me all- possible credit for ike diligent 
execution of my office, while my discontent swelled 
high against her for fobbing me off with the cold 
recompense of approbation. The good lady was so 
abominably avaricious, as. not to give me a working 
-partner's share in the profits of my industry, nor to 
allow for the wear and tear of my conscience. She 
«eemed inclined to consider, that by paying me my 
wages, all the, requisitions of christian charity were 
made good between us. This excess of illiberal 
economy would soon have parted us, had it not 
.been for the fascinatioa of Catalina's gentle virtues, 
•who became more desperately in love with me from 
iday to day, and.completed the paroxysm by a formal 
proposal of marriage*. 

Fair and softly» my pretty friend^ said I : we muât 
ioôk before we leap into that bottomless gulph : the 
first point to be settled is U> asceitain.the death of a 
young woman, who obtained the refusal before you, 
.imd made me supremely happy, for na other puxpose 
.butta anticipate the purgatory of an intermediate 
;atate in the. present* . All-. ^ pfiere sham, a put off! 
answered Catalina: you swear you are married 
mij byjvay of.throsving. a'^nleèL veil ovec.youc 
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abhorrence of my person and manners; In vltia OH 
I call all the powers to witness, that what I said was 
solemnly true : my sincere avowal, was considered 
as a mere copy of my counitenance ; the lady was 
grievously offended,, and changed hex whole b/aha^ 
viour in regard to me. There was no downright 
quarrel ; but our tender intercourse became visibly 
more rigid and unacconounodating, so that nothi&g 
further took place between us but cold formality and 
common-place attentions. / 

Just at this nick of time, I heard that signer Gtl 
Bias de Sântillane, secretary to the prime-minister 
of the Spanish monarchy, wanted a servant ; and 
the situation was the more flattering^^ as it bore the 
bell among all the vacancies of the court register 
"office. Signor de Santillane, they told me, was one 
of the first men^ high in favour with the duke of 
Lerma, and consequently ia the direct road to for- 
tune : his heart, too,^ was cast in the mould of. 
generosity: by doing his business, you most assuredly 
did your own. Th^ opportunity was too good to be 
neglected: I went and offered^ myself to signor GOL 
Bias, to whom I felt my heart grow from the first; 
for my sentiments were fiixed by. the turn of his 
physiognomy. There could, be no question about 
leaving the royal and most cadiolic nurse fot him ; . 
and it is to bahoped^ I shall never have any otbexi 
master.. 

rHece ended JScipto's story. But he continued 
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speaking, and addressed himself to me. Signor de 
Santillane, do me the favour to assure these ladies» 
that you have always known me for a faithful and 
zealous servant Your testimony will stand me in 
good stead, and vouch for a sincere reformation m 
the son of Cosclina. 

Yes, ladies, said I, it is even so. Though Scipia 
in his childhood was a very scape-grace, he has 
been bom anew, and is now the exact model of W 
trusty domestic. Far from having any complaints 
to make against him, my debt is infinite. On the 
fatal night when I was carried off to the tower of „ 
Segovia, he saved my effects from pillage» and re- 
funded what he might have taken to himself with . 
impunity : not contented with rescuing my worldly 
pelf, he came out of pxire friendship and shut him- 
self up with me in my prison, preferring the melan- 
choly sympathies of ads^erse fortune. to aU.the chaimB 
eC'lusty, buoyant liberty. 
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CHAPTER THE FIBST. 

Containing the subject of the greatest joy that GU 
Bias ever felt, followed up^^as our greatest pleor 

.. sures too generally are y by, the most pielancholy 
event of his life. Great changes at eoiiirt y producing 
among other important revolutions^ the jretur» qf 
SantUiane, 

X HAVE observed already that Antonia and Bea?- 
tâce uoderstood one another perfectly well; the 
.{^.tter falling meekly and modestly into the tranw 
mels of an humble attendant oil her lady, . andthi» 
former taking very kindly to the rank of a mistress 
and superior. SiC^pio and myself were husbands, 
too richrin nature's gifts and in the affections of our 
spouses, not very soon to have the satisfaction of 
becoming fathers: our lasses were as women wish 
to be who Ipve their lords, almost at the same mo- 
ment. Beatrice's time was up first: she was safely 
delivered of a daughter ; and in a few days after- 
wards Antonia completed the general joy, by pre- 
senting me with a son* I sent my secretary to Valencia 
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irith the welcome tidings.: the gOTernor came ta 
Lûrias with Ser^phina and the marchioness de-PUego, 
to be present at the baptismal ceremony ; for he 
made it his pleasure to add this testimony of affecit 
lion to all his former kindnesses. As that nobleman 
«tood godfather, aiîd the marchioness godmother to 
my son, he was named Alphonso ; and the ggver-r 
nor s lady, wishing to draw the bonds of sponsor^ 
-^hip still closer in this friendly party, stood for 
Scipio*s . daughter, to whom we gave the name of 
^eraphina. 

Tb^ rejoicings at the birth of my son were not 
^nfined to the mansion-house : the villagers of Lirias 
celebrated the event by festivities, which were meant 
as. a grateful token, to prove how much the little 
neighbourhood partook in all the satisfactions of 
;their landlord. But alasJ our carousals were of 
iihort continuance ; or to speak more, suitably to the 
«ubject, they were turned into weeping, wailing, and 
lamentation, by a catastrophe which more than 
twenty years have not been sufficient to blot.from 
my memory, por will future time, however distant^ 
make me think of it but with the bitterest retrospect 
Mj son died; and his mother, though perfectjiy ret 
4:overéd from her confinement^ very soon followed 
J^im: a violent fever carried off my dear wife^ after 
.,we had been married fourteen months^ Let the 
jrèader conceive» if he is equal to the tàsk^ the grief 
.with which I was overwhelmed.: I fell intQuMupi^ 
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ÎBsensibility ; and felt my loss so severely, as to see» 
not to feel it at all. I remained in this condition for 
five or six days, in an obstinate determination to 
take no nourishment ; and I verily believe that, had 
it not been for Scipio, I should either have starved 
myself, or my heart would have burst; but my secre* 
tary, well knowing how to accommodate himself to 
the turnings and windings of the human heart, con- 
trived to cheat my sorrows by falling in with their 
tone and tenor : he was artful enough to reconcile 
me to the duty of taking food, by serving up soups^ 
toA lighter fare with so disconsolate an arrangement 
of features, that it looked as if he urged me to tht 
tevolting employment, not so much to preserve m]^ 
Kfb, as to perpetuate and render immortal my 
affliction. 

This affectionate servsmt wrote to don Alphonso^^ 
to let him know of the misfortune which had hap- 
pened to me, and my lamentable condition in con- 
sequence. That tender-hearted and compassionate 
nobleman, that generous friend very soon repaired? 
to lirias. I cannot recal the moment when he first 
presented himself to my view, without even now 
li»ng sensibly affected. My dear Santillane, said 
he embracing me, I am not come to offer you impe&^ 
tinent consolation ; but to weep ove^ Antonia with 
fou,:as you would have .wept with me over Seraphina,^ 
had the hand of death snatched het from me^ la 
good truth, his tears-bove testimony to his sinceritjr„ 
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and his sighs were blended with mine in the most 
friendly sympathy. Though overwhelmed with my 
affliction, I felt in the most lively manner the-kindr 
ness of don Alphonso. 

The governor had a long conversation with Scipia 
respecting the measures to be taken for overcoming 
my despair. They judged it best to remove me for 
9ome time from Lirias, where every object inces- 
santly brought back to my mind the image of An- 
tonia. On this account the son of don Cœsar pro- 
posed carrying me back with him to Valencia; and 
my secretary seconded the plan with so many un- 
answerable arguments^ that I made no further oppo- 
sition. I left Scipio and his wife on my estate, 
where my longer stay could have produced no othw 
effect but that of aggravating and enhancing all my 
sorrows, and took my own departure with the gover- 
nor. On my arrival at Valencia, don Cœsar and his 
daughter-in-flaw spared no exertions to divert my 
sorrows from perpetual brooding; they plied me 
alternately with every sort of amusement, the moat 
proper to turn the current of my thoughts to passing 
objects ; but, in spite of all their pains, I remained 
plunged in melancholy, whence they were incompe- 
tent to draw me out. Nor was it for want of Scipio'd^ 
kind attentions, that my peace of mind was still so 
hopeless : he was continually going back and torn 
between Lirias and Valencia to enquire after me ;. 
§^d his journey ho.me w^s cheerful Qr gloomy^ in 
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proportion as Be found more or less disposition iii 
me to listen to the words of comfort, and to reward 
the affectionate solicitude of my friends. 

He came one morning into my room. Sir, said 
he, with a great deal of agitation in his manner, a 
report is current about town, in which the whole 
mpnarchy is deeply interested : it is said that Philip 
the Third has departed this life, and that the prince 
his son is actually seated on the throne. To this it 
id added, that the cardinal duke of Lerma has lost 
the premiership, that he is even forbidden to appe«g: 
at court, and that don Gaspard de Guzman, count 
of Olivarez, is actually at the head of the adminis* 
tration. I felt a little agitated by this sudden change, 
without knowing why. Scipio caught at this mani^ 
testation, and asked whether the veering of the 
^nd in the political horizon might not blow me 
«ome good. How is that possible ? What good can 
it blow me, my worthy friend ? answered I. The 
court and I have shaken hands once for all : the re» 
volutions which may take- place there are all alike 
indifferent to me. 

For a man at your time of life, replied that cun^ 
tiing son of a diviner, you are uncommonly mortified 
to all the uses of this world. Under you£. circum»- 
fttances my curiosity would be all alive : I should go 
to Madrid and shew my face to the young monarchy 
Just to see whether he would recollect it, merely for 
the amusement of the thing. I understand you» 
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l»aid I : you would have me return to court and try 
my fortune again ; or rather you would plunge me 
back into the gulph of avarice and ambition» Why 
should such baleful passions any more take pos* 
session of your breast ? rejoined Scipio» Do not so 
much play the calumniator on your own virtue* I 
will answer for your firmness to yourself» The 
sound moral reflections which your disgrace has 
occasioned you to make on the vanities of a court 
life, are a sufficient security against all the dangers 
to be feared from that quarter» Embark boldly once 
again upon an ocean, where you are acquainted with 
every shoal and rock in the dangerous navigation. 
Hold your tongue, you flatterer, said I with a smile 
of no very positive discouragement : are you weary 
of seeing me lead a retired and tranquil life? 
I thought my repose had been more dear to you. 

Just at this period of our conversation, don Cœsar 
and his son came in. They confirmed the news of 
the king*s deaths as well as the duke of Lerma's 
• misfortune. It appeared moreover that this minister, 
having requested permission to retire to Rome, had 
not been able to obtain it, but was ordered to con- 
fine himself to his marquisate at Denia. On this, 
as if they had been in league with my secretary, 
they advised me to go to Madrid and offer my con- 
gratulations to the new king, as one of his former 
acquaintances^ with the merit of having rendered 
•him even such services,, as the great are. apt to re- 
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ward more willingly than some which are performed 
with cleaner hands. For my part, said don Alphoi\so, 
Iihave no doubt but they will be liberally acknow^ 
ledged : Philip the Foiurth is bound in honour to 
pay the prince of Spain's debts. I consider the 
affair just in the same light as you do, said don 
Geesar ; and Santillane's visit to court will doubtless 
prove the occasion of his arriving at the very first 
employments. 

In good truth, my noble friends, exclaimed I, you 
do not consider what you are talking about. It 
should seem, were one to give ear ■> to the soothing 
words of you both, as if I had nothing to do but to 
shew my face at Madrid, and receive the key of 
office, or some, foreign government for my pains; 
but you are egregiously mistaken. I am on the con- 
trary welt persuaded that the king would pass me 
over as a stranger, were I to throw my self in his way. 
I will make the experiment if you wish it, merely for. 
the sake of undeceiving you. The lords of Leyva 
.took me at my word, so that I could not help pro- 
mising them to set out without loss of tirae for 
Madrid. No sooner di4 my secretary perceive my 
^ind fully made up to the prosecution of this journey, 
than his ecstacies were wound up to the highest pitch : 
he was satisfied within himself, that if I did but pre- 
ssent my excellent person before the new monarch, 
he would immediately single me out from the crowd 
of political candidates, and weigh me down, vudeif 0^ 
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^oàà o^ dignities and emoluments. On the ^trengtli 
of these conjectures, puffing himself out and amu* 
sing his fancy with the most splendid extravagances 
of device, he raised me up to the first offices of the 
Hstate, and pushed forward his own preferment in the 
path of my exaltation. 

I therefore made my arrangeiùents for returniïig 
to court, without the most distant intention of again 
^sacrificing at the shrine of fortune, but merely to 
convince don Cœsar and his son of thdr error, in 
iinagiiti&g that I tiras at A\ likely to ingratiate my* 
sBlf with the sovereign. It is true that there was 
tome little lurking vanity at the bottom of all my 
philosophy, sprouting up in the shape of a desire to 
ascertain, whether my royal master would throw 
away a thought un me, now in the spring time of 
his new and blushing honours. Led out of my 
course solely by that tempter, curiosity, without a 
^ream of hope, or any practical contrivance fbf 
turning the new reign to my own individual advan^ 
-tage, I set out for Madrid with Scipio, consigfiilig 
'the management of my household to Beatrice, whcJ 
was well sUUedin all the arts of domestic economy^ 
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CHAPTER n. 

txil Bias arrives in Madrid, and makes his appear^ 
ance at court: the king is blessed with a better 
memory than most of his Courtiers, and recommends 
him to the notice of his prime minister. Consequent 
oes of "that recommendation. 

We got to Madrid m less ihim eight days, doft 
Alphonso haybg given us. two of his best horses» 
that we might lose no time on the road. We alighted 
tX a ready ûimished lodging where I had lived for- 
merly, kept by Vincent Ferrero^ my old landlord» 
lirho was uncommonly glad to see jne again. 

As this man prided himself on being in: the secret 
of whatever was going forward either in court or 
eity, I asked him after the best news. There is 
plenty, of it, wheth^ best or worst, answered he^ 
Since the death of Philip the Third, the friends '^oid 
partisans of the cardinal duke of Lerma have been 
moving heaven and earth to support his emineiicç 
on the pinnacle of ministerial authority, but their 
efforts have been ineffectual : the count of Olivarez 
has canied the day, in spite of all their industry. It 
is alleged that Spain will be no loser by the exchange, 
and that the present premier is possessed of a genius 
so extensive, a mind so capacious, that he would be 
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ment New brooms, they 6ay» sweep clean ! But at 
all events you may take this for certain, that th^ 
public is fully impressed with a very favourable 
opinion of his capacity: we shall see by and by^ 
whether the duke of Lerma's situation is well or ill 
filled up. Ferrero, having got his tongue into thc^ 
right train for wagging, gave me all the particular» 
of all the changes which had taken place at court, 
since the count of Olivarez had taken his seat at the 
helm of the state vessel. 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I repaired 
to the royal palace after my dinner, and threw my>- 
self in the king's way as he was crossing the lobby 
to his closet:. but his notice was not at all attracted 
by my appearance. Next day, I returned to the 
same place, but with no better success. On the 
third day he looked me full in the face as he passed 
by, but the stare was perfectly vacant, as far as my 
interest or my vanity was concerned. This being 
Uie case, I resolved in my own mind what was proper 
to be done : You see, said I to Scipio who accom- 
panied me, that the king is grown out of my recol- 
lection; or if his memory is not become more frail, 
with the elevation of his circumstances, he has some 
private reasons for not choosing ^to renew the ac*^^ 
quaintance» I think we cannot do better than make 
our way back as fast as possible for Valencia^ Let 
us not be in too great a hurry for that, sir^ answered 
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my secretary : you know better than myself, haVibg 
served a lotfg apprenticeship/ that there is no getting 
OQ at court without patience and perseverance. Be 
indefatigable in exhibiting your person to the prince's 
regards : by dint of forcing yourself on his observa- 
tion, you will oblige him to ask himself the question 
who this assiduous frequenter of his haunts cab pos- 
sibly be, when memory must come to his aid, and 
trace the features of his cheapener in the purchase 
of the lovely Catalina*s good graces. 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
with, I so far lent myself to his wishes as to continue 
the same proceeding for the space of three weeks; 
when at length it happened one day that the 
monarch, noticing the frequency of my appearance^ 
sent for me into his presence, I went into the closet, 
not without some perturbation of mind at the idea 
of a private interview with my sovereign. Who are 
you? said he: your features are not altogether 
strange to me. Where have I seen you ? Please 
your majesty) answered I trembling, I had the 
honour of escorting you one night with the coiiht of 
Lemos to the house of . .... Ah I I recollect it per* 
fectly, cried the prince, as if a sudden light had 
broke in upon him ; you were the duke of Lerma's 
secretary ; and if J am not mistaken, your name is 
Santiliane. I have not forgotten that on the occa* 
sion alluded to you served me with a most com- 
mendable zeal ; but received a left-handed recom- 
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"pense toi your exertions. Did you not get into 
prison at the conclusion of the adventure ? YeS, 
please your majesty, replied I; my confinement 
in the tower of Segovia lasted six months ; but your 
goodness was exercised in procuring my release. 
Th^t, replied he, does not cancel my debt to my 
fakhful servant Santillane : it is not enough to have 
restored him to 'liberty, for I ought to make him 
ample amendÈfôr the evils "which he has suffered en 
the score of his alacrity in my cenèems. 

Just as the prince was uttering thes^ words, the 
count of Olivarez came into the closet. The nerves 
of favourites are shaken by every breath, their irrita- 
bility excited by every trifle : he was as much asto- 
nished as any favourite need be at the sight of a 
stranger in that place, and the king redoubled his 
wondering propensities by the following recommeii- 
dation : Count, I consign this young man to your 
care ; employ him, and let me find that you provide 
for his advancement. The minister affected to re- 
ceive this order with the most gracious acquiescence, 
but looked me ovei* from head to foot, with a glance 
from the corner of his eye, and was on tenter-^hobks 
to .find out who had been so strangely saddled upon 
liim. Go, my friend, added the sovereign addressing 
hihiself to mC) and waving his hsmd for me to with- 
tiraw ; the count will not fail to avail Himself of your 
services in a manner the most conducive to the in- 
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terests of my goyeromenty and the establislimetit of 
your own fortunes. t 

I immediately went out of the closet and made 
the best of my way to the son of Cosclina, who> 
being overrun with impatience to enquire what the 
king had been talking about, fumbled at bis fingers' 
ends and was all over in an agitation. His'firirt 
question waç whether we were to return to Valencia 
or become a part of the court. You shall form your 
own conclusions, answered I ; at the same time de^ 
lighting him with an account word for word of the 
little conyeri^ation I had just held with the monarch. 
My dear master, said Scipio at once in the excess of 
Ms jpy, will you take me for your almanac-maker 
another time ? You must acknowledge that we were 
not in the wrong ! the lo^s of Leyva and myself 
have our eye-teeth about us ! a journey to Madriâ 
was the only measure to be adopted in such a case. 
Already I anticipate your appointment to an eminent 
post : you will turn out to be some time or other a 
Calderona to the count of Olivarez. That is by no 
mc^ans the object of my ambition, observed I in re- 
turn : the employment is plaped on too rugged a^ 
emipence to excite any longiiigg, 4n my mind. I 
could wish for a good situation where there could 
be no inducement to do what might ]go against my 
conscience^ and where the favours of my prince are 
.not likely to be bartered away for .filthy lucre. 
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ïtavitig experienced my own unfitness for the pos- 
session of patronage^ I cannot be sufficiently on my 
guard against the inroads of avarice and ambition. 
Neter think about that, sir! replied my secretary : 
the minister will give you some handsome appoint- 
ment which you may fill \vithout any impeachment 
of your integrity or independence. 

Induced more by Scipio's importunity than my 
own curiosity, I repaired the following day before 
sunrise to the residence of the count d^Olivarez, 
having been informed that every morning, whether 
in summer or winter, he gave audience by candle^ 
light to all comers. I ensconced myself modestly 
in a corner of the saloon, and from my lurking place 
took especial notice of the count when he made his 
appearance ; for I had marked his person but curso- 
rily in the king*s closet. He was above the middle 
stature, and might pass for fat in a country where it 
is a rarity to see any but lean subjects. His should- 
ers were so high, as to look exactly as if he was 
hump-backed; but appearances were slanderous: 
for his blade-bones, though inelegant, - were a pair : 
his head, which was large enough to be capacious, 
dropped down upon his chest by the unwieldiness 
of its own weight : his hair was black and unconsci- 
ous of a curl, his face lengthened, his complexion 
olive-coloured, his mouth retiring inwards, with the 
sharp-pointed, turn-up chin of a pantaloon. 

This whole arrangement of structure and symme- 
k2 
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try did not exactly make up the complete model of 
a nobleman according to the ideas of ancient art ; 
nevertheless, as I believed him to be in a temper of 
mind favourable to the gratification of my wishes, 
I looked at his defects with an indulgent eye, and 
found him a man very much to my satisfaction. 
One of the best points about him was, that he re- 
ceived the public at large whh the utmost afiability 
and complacency, holding out his hand for petitions 
with as much good humour fts if he were, the person 
to be obliged ; and this was a sufBctent set off against 
any thing untoward in the expression of his counte- 
nance. In the mean time, when in my turn I came 
forward to pay my respects and make myself known 
to him, he darted at me a glance of rude dislike and 
frightful menace; then turning his back without con- 
descending to give me audience, retired into his 
closet. Then it was that the ugliness of this noble- 
man's features appeared in all the extravagance of 
caricature : so that I made the best of my way out 
of the saloon, thunderstruck at so savage a recep- 
tion, and quite at a loss how to conjecture what 
might be the consequence. 

Having got back to Scipio, who was waiting for 
me at the door: Can you guess at all, said I, what 
sort of a greeting mine was ? No I answered he : 
not as to the minute particulars ; but with respect 
to the substance, easily enough : the minister, ready 
upon all occasions to fall in with the fancies <fif his 
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«>yal master, must of course have made you a hand- 
some offer of an ostensible and lucrative situation. 
That is all you know about the matter, replied I : 
and then went on to acquaint him circumstantially 
with all that passed. He listened to me with serious 
attention, and then said : The count could not have 
recollected your person ; or rather, he must have 
been deceived by a fortuitous resemblance between 
you and some impertinent suitor. I would advise 
you to try another interview ; I will lay a wager, he 
will look on you more kindly. I adopted my secre- 
tary's suggestion, and stood for thé second time in 
the présence of the minister ; but he, behaving to 
me still worse than at first, puckered up his features 
Ûie moment my unlucky countenance came within 
his ken, just as if it was connected with some lodged 
hate and certain loathing, which of force swayed him 
to offend, himself being offended ; after this signifi- 
cant demonstration, he turned away his glaring 
eyeballs, and withdrew without uttering a word. 

I was stung to the quick by so hostile a treatment, 
and in a humour to set out immediately on my re- 
turn to Valentia ; but to that project Scipio uni- 
formly opposed his steady objections, not knowing 
how for the life of him to part with those flattering 
hopes which fancy had engendered in, his brain. 
Do you not see plainly, said I, that the count wishes 
to drive me away from court? The monarch has 
testified in his presence some sort of favourable in- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l%6 6IL BLAS« 

tention towards me ; and is not that enough to draw 
down upon me the thorough hatred of the monarch's 
favourite ? Let us drive before the wind, . my good 
comrade ; let us make up our minds to put quietly 
into port, and leave the open sea and the honours 
of the flag in the possession of an enemy with whom 
we are too feeble to contend. Sir, answered he in 
high resentment against the count of Olivarez, I 
would not strike so easily. I would go and com-» 
plain to the king of the contempt in which his mini- 
ster held his recommendation. Bad advice indeed, 
my friend 1 said I ; to take so imprudent, a step as 
that, would soon bring bitter repentance in tbe 
train of its consequences* I do not even know whe-* 
ther it is safe for me to remain any longer in this 
town. 

At this hint, my secretary communed a little with 
his own thoughts ; and, considering that in point of 
fact we had to do with a man who kept the key of 
the tower of Segovia in his pocket, my fears became 
naturalized in his breast. He no longer opposed 
my earnest desire of leaving Madrid, and I deter- 
mined to take my measures accordingly ob the very 
next day. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Tlie project of retirement is prevented, and Joseph 
Navarro brought upon the stage again, by an act 
of signal service. 

On my way home to my lodging, I met Joseph 
Navarro, whom the reader will recollect as on the 
establishment of don Balthasar de Zuniga, and one 
of my old friends. I made my bow first at a dis- 
tance, then went up to him, and asked whether he 
knew me agai% and if he would still be so good as 
to speak to a wretch who had repaid his friendship 
with ingratitude. You acknowledge then, said he, 
that you have not behaved very handsomely by me ? 
Yes, answered I ; aiid you are fully justified in lay* 
in^ on your reproaches thick and threefold: I de- 
seiVe them all, unless indeed my guilt may be 
thought to have been atoned by the remorée of con-' 
science attendant on it. Since you have repented 
of your misconduct, replied Navarro embracing me, 
I ought no longer to hold it in remea^raBce. For' 
my part, I knew not how to hug Joseph close 
enough in my arms ; and we both of us resumed 
our original kind feelings towards one another. 

He had heard of my imprisonment and the de-- 
rangement of my affairs; but q£ what followed he 
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was totally i^orant. I informed him of it; re- 
lating word/or word my conversation with the king, 
without suppressing the minister's late ungracious 
reception of me, any more than piy present purpose 
of retiring into my favourite obscurity. Beware oC 
removing from the scene of action, said he : since 
the sovereign has shewn a disposition to befriend 
you, there are always uses to be made of such a 
circumstance. Between ourselves, the count of 
Olivarez has something rather unaccountable in his* 
character : he is a very good sort of nobleman, but 
rather whimsical withaL: sometimes, as on. the pre- 
sent occasion, he acts in a most offensive manner, 
and none but himself can furnish a clue to disen- 
tangle the intricate thread of his motives and their 
results. But however this may be, or whatever rea- 
sons might have swayed him to* give you so scurvy 
a reception, keep your footing here and do not 
budge; he will not be able to hinder you from 
thriving under the royal shelter and protection ; 
take my word for that! I will just give a hint upon 
the subject this evening to signer don Balthasar de 
Zuniga, my master; he is uncle to the count of Oli- 
varez, and shares with him in the toils and cares of 
office. Navarro having given me this assurance, 
enquired where I lived, and then we parted. 

It was not long before we met agaio ; for he came 
to call on me the very next day. Signer de San- 
tillaue, said he, you are not without a protector ;^ 
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my master will lend you his powerful support : on 
the strength of the good character which I have 
given your lordship, he has promised to speak to 
his nephew the count of Olivarez in your behalf ; 
and I doubt not but he will effectually prepossess 
him in your favour. My friend Navarro not mean- 
ing to serve me by halves, introduced me two days 
afterwards to don Balthasar, who said with a gra- 
cious air : Signor de Santillane, your friend Joseph 
has pronounced your panegyric in terms which have 
won me over completely to your interest. I made 
a low obeisance to signor dcLZuniga, and answered, 
that to the latest period of my life , I should enter- 
tain the most lively sense of my ohligation to Na- 
varro, for having secured to me the- protection of 
a minister, who was . considered, and that for the 
best reasons possible, as the presiding genius, the 
greater luminioy^ or as, it were, the eye and mind 
of the ministerial c()uncil» Don Balthasar, at this 
unexpected stroke of flattery, clapped me on the 
shoulder with an approving chuckle, and re- 
turned my compliment by a more significant inti- 
mation: You may call on the count of Olivarez 
again to<-morrow, ajsd then you will have more rea- 
son to b^ pl^as^d with him. 

For the third time, thet«fore, did I make my ap- 
pearance befbre the prime-minister, who picking me 
out from ainopg the mob of suitors, cast upon, me a 
look conveying with it a. simper of welcome, from 
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which I ventured to draw a good omen. This £s 
all as it should be, said I to myself; the un^ 
has brought the nephew to his proper bearings. 
I no longer anticipated any other than a favour- 
able reception, and my confidence was fully jns^ 
tified. The count, after having given audience 
to the promiscuous crowd, took me with him 
into his closet, and said with a familiar address : 
My friend Santillane, you must excuse the little dis- 
quietude I have occasioned you merely for my own 
amusement; it was done in sport, though it wafi 
death to you, for the scle purpose of practising on 
your discretion, and observing to what measures 
your disgust and disappointment would incite yoti. 
Doubtless you must have concluded that your ser- 
vices were displeasing to me; but on the contmry, 
my good fellow, I must confess frankly, that as far 
as appears at present you are perfectly to my mind. 
Though the king my master had not enjoined me to 
take charge of your fortunes, I should have done, so 
of my own free choice. Besides, my uncle don Bal- 
thasar de Zuniga, to whom I can refuse nothing, has 
requested me to consider you as a man for whom he 
particularly interests himself: that alone would be 
enough to fix my confidence in you, and make me 
most sincerely your friend. 

This' outset of my career produced so lively au 
impression on my fedings, that they became un- 
intelligibly tuBiùltuous. I threw myself at the vtas 
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Ulster's fèet, who insisted on my rising immediately, 
and then went on to the following effect : Return 
hither to*day after dinner, and ask for my steward : 
he will acquaint you with the orders which I shall 
have given him. With these words his excellency 
broke up the conference to hear mass, according to 
his constant custom every day after giving audience : 
he then attended the king's levee.. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Gil Bias ingratiates himself with the count of 
OUvarez* 

I DID not fail returning after dinner to the prime 
minister's house, and asking for his steward, whose 
name was don Raymond Caporis. No sooner bad 
I made myself known, than paying his^ oivilitief to 
me in the most respectful manner^ Sir, s$dd he,.foU 
low me if you please: I am to do myself the honour 
of shewing you the way to the apartm^t which is 
ordered for you in Uns family. Havmg ^oken 
thus, he led me up a narrow staircf^se to a gallery 
communicating widi five or six rooms, which com- 
posed die second story> belonging to one wing of 
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the house, and were furnished neatly, but without 
ostentation. You behold, resumed he, the lodging 
assigned you by his lordship, where you will always 
have a table for six persons, kept at his expense. 
You will be waited on by his own servants; and 
there will always be a carriage at your conunand. 
But that is not all: his excellency insisted on it in 
the most pointed manner, that you should be treated 
in every respect with the same attention as if you 
belonged to the house of Guzman. 

What the devil is the meaning of all this? said I 
within myself. What construction ought I to put 
upon all these honours ? Is . there not some hu- 
mourous prank at the bottom of it? and must it not 
be more in the way of diversion than any thing else, 
that the minister is flattering me up with so imposing 
an establishment ? While I was ruminating in this 
uncertainty, fluctuating between hope and fear, a 
page came to let me know that the count was: ask- 
ing for me. I waited instantly on hia lordship, who 
was quite alone in his closet. Well ! Santillane, 
said he, are you sat^fièd with your rooms, and 
with my orders to don RsCymond? Your excel- 
lency's liberality, answered I, seems out of all pro- 
portion with its object; so that I receive it with fear 
and trembling. Why so ? replied he. Can I be 
too lavish of distinction to a man whom the king 
has committed to my care,iBmd for whose interests he 
especially commanded mè to provide? No, that is^ 
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impossible; and I do no more than my duty in 
placing you on a footing of respectability and con- 
sequence. No longer therefore let what I do for 
you be a subject of surprise; but rely on it that 
splendour in the eye of the world, and the solid ad- 
vantages of accumulating wealth are equally within 
your grasp, if you do but attach yourself as faiths 
fully to me as you did to the Duke of Lerma. 

But now that we are on thé subject of that noble- 
man, continued he, it is said that you lived on terms 
of personal intimacy with him. I have a strong cu- 
riosity to learn the circumstances which' led to your 
first acquaintance, as well as in what department 
you acted under him. Do not disguise or gloss 
over the slightest particular; for I shall not be sa- 
tisfied without a full, true, and circumstantial reci- 
tal. Then it was that I recollected in what an em- 
barrassing predicament I stood with the duke of 
Lerma on a similar occasion, smd by what line of 
conduct I extricated myself; that saine course I 
adopted once again with the happiest success : 
whereby the reader is to understand, that through- 
out my narrative, I softened down the passages 
likely to give umbrage to my patron, and glanced 
with a superficial delicacy over transactions^ which 
would have reflected but little lustre on my own 
chauracter. I likewise' manifested a considerate ten- 
derness for the duke of Lerma ; though by giving 
that fallen favourite no quarter^ I should better have 
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consulted the taste of him whom I wished to pleasei^. 
As for don Rodrigo de Calderona, there I laid about 
me with the religious fury of a bishop in a battle. 
I brought together, and displayed in the most 
glaring colours all the anecdotes I had been able to 
pick up respecting his corrupt practices, and under- 
hand dealing in the sale t>f promotions, military, 
ecclesiastical, and civil. 

What you have told me about Calderona, cried 
the minister with eagerness, exactly squares with 
certam memorials which have been presented to me, 
containing the heads of chaises still more seriously 
a£fectmg his character. He will very soon be 
put upon his trial, and if you have any wish to glut 
your révenge by his ruin, I am of opinion that the 
object of your desire is near at hand. I am far 
froni thirsting after his blood, said I^ though had it 
depended on him, mine might have been shed in 
the tower of Segovia, . where he was the occasion of 
my taking^ lodgings, for a pretty long term. . What J 
enquired his excellency, was it don Rodrigo who 
procured you that sudden journey ? this is a part of 
the story of which I was not aware before» Don. 
Balthasai, to whom Navarro gave, a summary of 
your adventures, told me indeed that the late king 
gave orders for your commitment, as a mark of his 
indignation against you for having led the prince 
of Spain astray, and taken him to a house of suspir 
cious character in the night : but that is all I know 
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of the matter, and cannot for the life of me conjec- 
ture what part Calderona could possibly have had 
to play in that tragi-comedy. A principal part, 
whether on the stage or in real life, answered I : that 
of a jealous lover^ taking vengeance for an injury, 
sustained in the tenderest point. At the same time 
I related minutely all the facts with which the reader 
is already acquainted, and touched his risible pro- 
pensities, difficult as they were of access, so exactly 
in the right place, that he could not help wagging 
his . under-^hung jaw in a paroxysm of humour- 
stricken ecstasy, and laughing till he cried again. 
CataHna*s double cast in the drama delighted him 
exceedingly; her sometimes playing the niece aàd 
sometimes personating the grand-daughter seemed 
to tickle his &ncy more than any thing : nor was hé 
altogether inattentive to the appearance which the 
duke of Lerma made in this undignified farce of 
state. 

When I had finished my story, the count gave 
me leave to depart with an assurance that on the 
next day he would not fail to make trial of my 
talents ior busiaess. I ran immediately to the fiamily 
hotel of Zuniga^ to Ihank don Balthasar for his good 
offices, and to acquaint my friend Joseph with thé 
favourable dispositions of the prime minister, and 
my brilliant prospects in consequence. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The private conversation of Gil Bias wiih Navarro, 
and his first employment in the service of the 
count d'Olivarez. 

As soon as I got to the ear of Joseph^ I told him 
with much trepidation of. spirks what a world of 
topics I had to depo3it in^his private ear. He took 
me where we m^t he alone^ when I asked him> 
after having communicated a key to the whole 
transaction up to the present time, what he thought 
of the.h^siuess as it stood. I think, answered he, 
that you ajre in a fair way to make an enormous for- 
tune. Every thing turns out ; according to yoiir 
wishes : you have made y^^urself acceptable to the 
prime minister ; and what must be taken for somet 
thing in the account^ I can render you the same 
service as my uncle Melchior de la.Ronda, when 
you attachâd yourself to the archiépiscopal establish* 
ment of Grenada. He spared you the trouble of 
finding out the weak side of that prelate and his 
principal officers, by discovering their different 
characters to. you : and it is my purpose, after his 
example, to bring you perfectly acquainted with the 
count, his lady countess, and their only daughter, 
donna Maria de Guzman. 
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The minister's parts are quick, his judgment 
penetrating, and his talents altogether calculated 
for the foimation of extensive projects. He affects 
the credit of universal genius, on the strength of a 
shewy smattering in general science ; so that there 
is no suhject, in his own opinion, too difficult to be 
decided on his mere authority. He sets himself up 
for a practical lawyer, a complete general, and a 
politician of thorough-paced sagacity. Add to all 
this that he is so obstinately wedded to his own 
opinions, as unchangeably to persevere in the path, 
of his own chalking out, to the absolute contempt 
of better advice, for fear of seeming to be influenced 
l>y ^y good sense or intelligence, ■ but what he 
would be thought to engross in the resources of his 
own mind. Between ourselves, this blot in his cha- 
racter may produce strange consequences, which it 
may be well for the monarchy, should indulgent 
heaven for the defect of human means sivert ! As 
for his talents in council, he shines in tlebate by the. 
force of natural eloquence, and would, write as well 
as he speaks, if he did not injudiciously affect a 
certain dignity of style, which degenerates into, 
affectation, quaintness, and obscurity. His modes 
of thinking are peculiar to himself; he is capricious 
in conduct, and visionary in design. Here you have 
the picture of his mind, the light and shade of his 
intellectual merits : the qualities of his heart and 
diyposition remain to be delineated. He is generous. 
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and warm in his friendships. It is said that he i» 
reirengeful; but would he be a Spaniard, if he were 
otherwise ? In addition to this, he has been accused 
of ingratitude, for having driven the duke of Uzeda 
and friar Lewis Aliaga into banishment, though he 
owed them, according to common report, obliga- 
tions of the most binding nature ; and yet even this 
mUst not be looked into so narrowly under his cir- 
cumstances : there are few breasts capacious enough 
to afford houseroom for two such opposite inmates 
as political ambition and gratitude. 

Donna Agnes de Zuniga é Velasco, countess of 
Olivarez, continued Joseph, is a lady to whom 
it is impossible to impute more than one fault, 
but that is a huge one ; for it consists in making 
a market, and a market the most exorbitant in its 
terms, of her natural influence over the mind 
of her husband. As for donna Maria de Guzman, 
who beyond all dispute is at this moment the very 
first match in Spain, she is a lady of first-rate 
accomplishments, and absolutely idolized by her 
father. Regulate your conduct upon these hints : 
make your court with art and plausibility to these 
two ladies, and let it appear as if you were more 
devoted to the count of Olivarez than ever you were 
to the duke of Lerma before your forced excursion 
to Segovia : you will become a leading and power- 
ful member of the administration. 

I should adyise you moreover, added he, to see 
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my master^ don Balthasar, from time to time, for 
though you have no longer any occasion for his in* 
terest to push you forward, itwill uotbe amiss ta 
waste a little incense upon him. You stand very 
high in his good opinion : preserve your footing 
there, and cultivate his friendship ; it may stand you 
in some stead on any emergency. I could not help 
observing, that as the uncle and nephew were in a 
certain sort partners in the government of the state, 
there might possibly be some little symptom of jea- 
lousy between brothers near the throne. On thé 
contrary, answered he, they are united by the most 
confidential ties. Had it not been for don Balthasaf^ 
the count of Olivarez might probably never have 
been prime minister; for you are to know, that after. 
Philip the Third had paid the debt of nature, all the 
adherents and partisans belonging to the house of 
Sandoval made a great stir, some in favour of the 
cardinal, and others on his son's behalf ; but my 
master, a greater adept in court intiigue than any 
of them, and the count, who is nearly as great an 
adept as himself, disconcerted all their measures, 
and took their own so judiciously for the purpose of 
stepping into the vacant place, that their rivals had 
no chance against them. The xount of Otivaréz^ 
being appointed prime minister, divided the duties 
with his uncle, don Balthasar; leaving foreiga 
affairs to him, and taking the home department to 
bitDS^lf : the cousequence is, that the bonds of fa* 
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mily friendship are drawn closer between these two 
noblemen, than if political influence had no share in 
their mutual interests : they are perfectly indepen- 
dent in their respective lines of business, and Uve 
together on terms of good understanding which no 
intrigue can possibly afiect or alter. 
• Such was the substance of my conversation with 
Joseph, and tlie advantage to be derived from it was 
my own to make the most of : at all events it was 
my duty to thank signor de Zuniga, for all the in- 
fluence he had the goodness to exert in my favour. 
He assured me with infinite good-breeding that he 
should avail himself of every opportunity as it arose 
to pi^omote my wishes, and tiiat he was very glad his 
nephew had behaved so as to meet my ideas, because 
he meant to refresh his memory in my behalf, being 
determined, as he was pleased to say, to place it 
beyond all manner of doubt how far he himself par- 
ticipated in all my views, and to make it evident 
that, instead of one fast friend, I had two.. ;In terms 
Hke these did don Balthasar, through mer^ friend- 
ship for Navarro, take the moulding of my fortunes 
on himself. 

On that same evening did I leave my paltry 
lodging to take up my abode at the prime minister *&, 
where I sat down to supper with Sctpio in my own 
suite of apartments. There were we both waited on 
by the servants belonging to the household, who aa 
they stood behind our chairs, while we were afleot- 
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hig the ^omp and tiÎTcumstancB of political eleva-^ 
tioDy were more' likely tlMin not to be laughing in 
their sleeves at the pantomime they had been or- 
dered by their manager to play in our presence. 
When they had taken away and left us to olirselves, 
my secretary, being no longer under restraint, "gave 
Tent to a thousand wild imaginations which his 
sprightly temper and inventive hopes engendered in 
his fancy. On my part, though by no means cold 
or insensible to the biilliant prospects which were 
opening on my view, I did not as yet yield in the 
least degree to the weakness of being thrust aside 
from the right line of my philosophy by temporal 
allurements. So much otherwise, that on going to 
bed, I felt^into a sound sleep, without being haunted 
in my dreams by those phantoms of flattering delu^- 
sion, which might have gained admittance with no 
severe question from a corruptible door-keeper. 
The ambitious Scipio, on the contrary, tossed and 
tumbled all night in the agitation of restless con- 
trivance. Whenever he dozed, a little imp took 
possession of his brain, with a pen behind its ear, 
Working oilt by all the rules of arithmetic the bulky 
sum total of his daughter Seraphina's marriage 
portion. 

No sooner had I got my clothes on the next 
morning, than a message came from his lordship. I 
flew like lightning at the summons, when his excel- 
lency said : Now then ! Santillane, sugpotryotf gite 
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UB a specimen of your talentd for busineds. Yovt 
gay that the duke of Lerma used to give you state 
papers to bring into official form ; and I have one 
by way of experiment) on which you shall try your 
skill. The subject you will easily comprehend : it 
turns upon an exposition of public affairs, such a0 
to throw an artificial light on the first appearance of 
the new ministry, and to prejudice the public in its 
favour. I have already whispered it about by my 
emissaries, that every department of the state was 
completely disorganized, that the talents which pre^ 
ceded us were no talents at all; and the object at 
present is to impress both court and city by a forma) 
declaration with the idea, that our aid is absolutely 
necessary tp save the monarchy itself from sinking* 
On this theme you may expatiate, till the populace 
become lock-jawed with astonishment, and the 
sober part of the public, are gravely argued out of 
all prepossession in favour of the discarded party; 
By way of contrast, you will talk of the dignus vin^ 
dace nodus, taking care to translate it into Spanish} 
and boast of the measures adopted under the new 
order of things, to secure the permanent glory of the 
king*s reign, to give perpetual prosperity to his 
dominions, and to confer perfect, unchangeable hap- 
piness on his good people. 

His lordship, having given out tlie general subject 
of my thesis, left with me a paper containing the 
heads of chaiges, whether. just or unjust, against 
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i\ié iaté administration : and I remember perfectly 
well, that there were ten articles, whose lightest 
word, even of the lightest article^ would harrow np 
the soul of a true Spaniard, and make his knotted 
and combined locks to part. That the current of 
my fancy might experience no interruption, he shut 
me into a little closet near his own, where the spirit 
of poetry might possess me in all its freedom and 
independence. My best faculties were called forth, 
to compose a statement of afiairs coinmehsurate 
with my own concern in the sweeping of the nei^r 
i)roôms. My first object was to lay open the na- 
kedness and abandonment of the kingdom : the 
finances in a state of bankruptcy, the civil list and 
immediate resources of the crown pawned fifty times 
over, the navy unpaid, dismantled, and in mutiny. 
All this hideous delineation was referred for its jus- 
tice and accuracy to the wrongheadedness and 
stupidity of government at the close of the last 
reign, and the doctrine most strongly enforced, that 
unexampled wisdom and patriotism only could warjfl 
off ^e fatal consequences. In short, the monarchy 
could only be sustained on the shoulders of our 
political sufificiency and reforming prudence. The 
ex-ministry were so cruelly belaboured, that the 
duke of Lerma*s ruin, according to the terms of my 
syllogism, was the salvation of Spain. To own the 
truth, though my professions were in the spirit of 
christian charity towards that nobleman^ I was not 
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sorry to give him a sly nib in the exercise of my 
function. Oh man! man! what a compound of 
candour-breathing saûte and splenetic impartiality 
art thou ! 

Towards the conclusion, having finished my 
frightful portraiture of overhanging evils, I endeâ- 
vx>ùred to allay the storm my art had raised by 
making futurity as bright as the past had l>eeii 
gloomy. The'^count of Olivarez was brought in at 
the close, like the tutelary deity of an ancient com- 
monwealth In the crisis of its fate : I promised mofe 
than paganism ever feigned, or chivalry fancied in 
the wildest of its crusading projects. In a word, ' I 
so exactly executed what the new minister meant, 
that he seemed not to know his own hints again, 
when drawn out in my emphatic and appropriate 
iànguage. SantiUane, said he, do you know that 
"this is more like the composition one might expect 
from a secretary of state, than like that of a private 
secretary ? I can no longer be surprised that the 
duke of Lerma was fond of calling your talents into 
action. Your style is concise^ and by no means 
inelega,nt; but it creeps rather too much in the level 
paths of nature. At the sahie time, pointing out 
the passages which did not bit his fancy, he cor- 
rected them ; and I gathered from the touches he 
threw in, that Navan*o was right in saying he 
affected sententious wit, but mistook for it quaint 
and stale conceits. Nevertheless, though he pre- 
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ferred the stately, or rather the "grotesque in wri- 
ting, he suffered two thirds of my performance to 
stand without alteration ; and, by way of proving 
how entirely he was satisfied, sent me three hundred 
pistoles by don Raymond after dinner. 



CHAPTER VL 

The application of the three hundred pistoles, and 
4' Scipio* s commission connected with thçm. Success 
f of the state paper mentioned in the last chapter, 

' This handsome present of the minister furnished 
Sc^io with a new* subject of congratulation, by 
reason of our secoird appearance at court. You may 
rexawpk, said he, ^ that fortune is ptepaïing a load of 
aggraiHiisément .to lay on your lordship's shoulders. 
Are you still: sorry for having turned your back on 
solitude ?, May thé count of Olivarez live for ever ! * 
he is a very different sort of a master from his pre- 
decessor. The duke of Lermâ, with all your dévotion 
to his service, left you to live upon- sûétion for 
months without a pistole to bless yourself 'with ; and 
the count has^already ms^de you a present which you 

VOL. IV. L 
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could have had no reason to expect but after à 
course of long service* 

I should very much like, added he, that the lord» 
of Leyva should be witnesses of your great success, 
or at least that they should be informed of it. It ia 
high time indeed, answered I, and I meant to speak 
with you on that subject. They must doubtless be 
impatient to hear of my proceedings ; but I waited 
till my fate was filed, and till I could decide for 
certain whether I should stay at court 'Or not. Now 
that I am sure of my destination, you have only to 
set out for Valencia whenever you please, and to 
acquaint those noblemen with my present situation» 
which I consider as their doing, since it is evidenV 
that but for them, I should never have resolved on 
my journey to Madrid. My dear master, cried die 
son of Bohemian accident, what Joy shall I commu- 
nicate by relating what has happened to you ! Why 
"am I not already at the gates of Valencia? But I 
shall be t}iere fordiwith. Don Alphonso's two 
liorses are ready in the stable. I. shall take onç ol 
my lord's livery servtrnts- wkh me. Besides that 
company is pleasant on aie road, yon know very 
well the efiect of official parade^ in making impress 
sipn on the natives of a provinctal town. 

I could not. help laughing at my secretary's fool-p 
ish verity ; and yet, with vanity perhaps more than 
equal to his own, I leR him to do as he pleased. Go 
about your business, said I, and make the best of: 
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^out tiray. t)à.tk ; for I have another commission to- 
give you. I meaa to seild yotft to the Asturiaâ with 
some money for my mother» Through neglect I' 
have suffered the time to elapse ylrhéa I promised to 
remit her a hundred pistoles> ahd pledged you to 
make the payqueiit in person. Such engagements* 
ouglit to be held sacred by a son ; and I reproach 
teyfielf with inaccuracy in the observance of hiiné» 
Sir, answered Scipio, within six weeks I shal( bring 
you an account of both your commissions; having 
opened my budget to the lords of Leyra^ looked in - 
at your country-house» smd taken a peep at the town ' 
of Oviedoy the recollection of which I cannot admit 
into my mind^ without turning over three-fourths of 
the.inhabitantSy and one-half of the remaihing quars» 
ter, to the corrective discipline of that infernal exe^* 
cutibner, who is supposed to be kept on foot for the^ 
purpose of castigating sinners* I then counted 
down one hundred pistoles to that same son erf a' 
wandering mother for my honoured parents* annuityi^' 
and another hundred for himself; meaning that he 
sbould perform his long journey without grumbling' 
on my account by the way^ 

8ûme days a^r his departure his lordship sent 
our memorial to press ; and it was no sooner pub>^ 
lished than it became the topic of conversation in 
every circle- throughout Madrid. The people» eua»- 
itioured of novelty» took up this well-written state-' 
ment of their own wretchedness with fond^artiality ;^ 
l2 
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t(ie deraDgement and exhaustion of the finances^ 
painted with a mixture of truth and poetry, «xcited 
a strong feeling of popular indignation against the 
duke of Lerma; and if these paper bullets of the 
brain, cast in the political armoury of a rival, failed 
to carry victory with them in the opinions of all 
mankind, they were at all events hailed with triumph 
by the most clamorous of our own partisans. As 
for the magnificent promises which the count of 
Olivarez threw in, and among others that of keep- 
ing the machine of.state in ^motion, by à system of 
economy, without; adding to the public burdens, 
tb-3y were caught* at with;avidity by : the citizens at 
large, and.considered as pledges of an enUghtened 
and patriotic policy;, so that the , whole city re- 
sounded with ;the\accIamadon^of panegyric! and 
congratulation on the opening of new.'prôsp^ts. 

The minister, delighted to have giained his end so 
easily, which in that < publication had only been to* 
draw popularity upon himself, was now detehnined 
to ^eize the substance as well as catch at the sha- 
dow, by an act of unquestionable credit with the 
subject, and high utility to the king's service. For 
that purpose, -he had recourse to the emperor 
Çalba's contrivance,, consisting in a forced regurgi- 
tjition of ilUgotten spoils from individuals, who had 
made large fortunes, hell and; their own cozisciences 
knew best how, in the superintendence of the royal 
expefidHure. When he had squeezed these spungea 
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till they were dry again, and bad filled the king-s 
coffers with the drainings/ he undertook' to' render 
the reform permanent by abolishing all pensions, 
not excepting his own, and curtailing the gratuities 
too frequently bestowed on favourites out of the 
prince's privy purse. To succeed in this 'design, 
which he could not carry into effect without chang- 
ing the face of the government, he charged me with 
the composition of a new state paper, furhishiâ'g the 
substance and the form from his owii idea. He then 
advised me to raise my style as much as possible 
above 'the level of my ordinary simplicity, and to 
give an air of more éloquence to my phraseology. 
A hint is sufficient, my lord, said I; your excellency 
wishes to unite sublimity with illumination," and it 
shall be so. I shut myself up in ^the' same closet 
where I had already worked so successfully, and 
•at down stiffly to my task, first calling to my aid 
the lofty and clear perceptions, the noble and so- 
norous expressions of my old instructor, the arch- 
bishop of Grenada. 

I. began by laying it down as a first maxim of 
political philosophy, that the vital functions, the 
respiration as it were of all monarchy, depended on 
file strict administration of the finances ; that in our 
particular case, that duty became imperiously ur- 
gent, irresistibly pressing on our consciences ; and 
that the revenue should be considered as the nerves 
and sinews of Spain, to hold' her rivals incheck and 
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^eep her enemies in awe. After this general âec^ft- 
.motion, I pcHnted out to the soTereign, for to him 
the memorial was addreased, diat by cutting down 
%U pensions and perquisites dependent on the ôrdi^ 
nary income, he would not thereby deprive hims^f 
of thi^t truly royal pleasure, a princely munificence 
.towards those of his subjects who had established a 
,faif claim to bis favgiiss^ because without drawing 
upon his treasury, he had the means of distributing 
more acceptable rewards: that for one branch of 
service, there were viceroyalties, lieutenancies, or-^ 
ders of merit, and all sorts of military commissions; 
foT^ another, high judicial situations with ludaries 
annexed, civil offices of magistracy with sbtinding 
titles to give them conseqiience ; and though last 
not leasts all the temporal possessions of the church 
to animate llie piety of its spiritual pastors. 

This memcH:iali which was much longer than the 
first, occupied me nearly three days; but as luèk 
would have it, my performance was exactly to my 
master's mind, who finding it written with senten- 
Éious cogency, and bristled up with metaphors 'm, 
the declamaitory parts, Complimented me in the 
highest terms. That is vastly well expressed in- 
deed ! said he, laying his finger on à passage heie 
and there, and picking out all the most infiated 
sentences he could find : that language beats the 
.stamp of &ie composition, and might pass for th^ 
production of a clasâib. Courage,, my ^^4 2 I 
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fbresee that your services will be worth theic weight 
in gold. And yet, notwithstanding the applauses 
he lavished on my classical composition, a few oi 
his own heightening touches, he thought, would 
make it read still better. He put a good deal of his 
.own stuif into it, and the mçdley was manufactured 
into a piece of eloquence which was considered as 
unanswerable by the king and all aie cpurt. The 
whole' city joined in opinion with the higher orders, , 
,deriving the most flattering hopes Qf the future from 
,ihes6 grand promises, and concluding that the.xno- 
narchy must recover its, pristine splendour during 
the ministry of so illustrious a charsjcter. Hi» 
^excellency, finding that my sermon on economy was 
fraught with practical inferences of utility to h^m, 
was kind enough- to ivish that I should proflt by the 
exercise of my own talents. In conformity therefore 
with his new system of patronage, he gave me an 
annuity of five hundred crowns on the. commandery 
of Castile ; and the acceptance of it was so much 
the more palatable, as no dirty, work had been done 
for it, but it was honestly, though cheaply earned. 
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CHAPTER VIÏ. 

Oil Bias meets with his friend Fabrido once more; 
the accident, place, and circumstances described ; 

with the particulars of their conversation together. 

■ ... * 

Nothing gare his lordship greater pleasure thah 
to hear' the general decision of Madrid on the corf- 
duct of his administration. Not a day passed but 
he enquired wha£ they were saying of him in the 
political world. He kept spies in pay, to bring hifii 
an exact account 6f what was going on in the city. 
They particularised the most trivial discourses which 
they overheard ; and their orders being to suppress 
nothing, his self-love was grazed now and then; fér 
the people have a way of bolting out home truthii, 
without any nice calculation where they may glanée. 

Finding that the cOunt loved- political small' talk, 
I made it my business to frequent places of public 
resort after dinner, and to chime in with the con- 
versation of genteel people whenever opportunity 
offered. Should the measures of government hap- 
pen to be canvassed among them, I pricked up my 
cars and greedily took in their discourse ; if any 
thing worth repeating was said, his excellency was 
sure to hear of it. It can scarcely be necessary to 
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hint, that t never carried home any thing which.*was 
not likely to pay for the porterage. *^ '' . * 

One day, returning from one of these little con- 
versational parties, my road lay in front of a hospi- 
tal. It occurred to me to go in. I walked through 
two or three wards, filled with diseased patients, and 
examined their beds to see that they were properly , 
taken' care of. Among, these unhappy' wretches, 
whom I cbuTd not look at without the most painful 
fedings, T observed one whose features struck me : 
it Purely could be no other than Fabricio, my coun- 
tryman and chum ! To look at him more closely, I 
drew near his bedside, and finding beyond' a possi- 
bility of doubt that it was the poet Nuhez,^! siqpped 
to look at him for a few seconds without saying a 
:word. , He also fixed his regards on me. At length 
breaking silence : Do not my eyes deceive mé ? said 
•I. Is it indeed Fabricio, and here? It is indeed, 
: answered he, coldly,' and you need not wonder at it. 
Since we parted, I bave been working indefatigably 
.at thé trade of an author : I have written novels, 
plays, and works of genius in every department. 
My bmn is fairly spun out, and here I am. 
/ I could not help laughing at such a sketch of 
literary biography ; and still more ftt the serious air 
,of the accompanying action. What! cried I, has 
', your muse, brought you to this pass ? Has she 
. played you such a jade's trick as this ? Even as 
- you witness^ answered he ;' this establishment is a. 
l5 
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«ort of balf-pay receptacle for myaiids on tUe mutf- 
ter-roll of disabled wit.* Yon have acted discreetly, 
my good frteod, to lay yourself oat for promotion in 
a difiereafe Kne. But they tell me, you are no longer 
a courtier, and that your prospects in political life 
were all blasted ; nay, they went so fiiur as to aflirm, 
that you were committed to close custody by the 
king's order. They told you no more than the truth, 
replied I : the delightful vision of political eminence 
wherein you left me last, soon shifted the scene of 
my incoherent dreams to a prison and complete des- 
titution. But for all that, my friend, here you behold 
me again in a better plight than ever. That is quite 
out of the questiob, said Nunez: your deportment ia 
discret and decent, yon hate not that supercilious 
and devil-talce-die^hindmDst sort of aspect, which 
good keep communicates to the human face. Thé 
reverse» of this chequered life, replied I, have 
brought me down to Ûie level of the more modest 
virtues^; I: have taken a lesson in the school of ad- 
versity, to enjoy the possession of a good stud 
without ridinf^ the great horse. 

Tell me then csaididly, cried Fabricio, raising his> 
head upoD>htS' hand widi las dbow upon the pillow, 
what your piesent oocùpation can possibly be. A 
steward perhaps to some' nobleman out at elbois, 
or man of business^ to some rich widow ! Something 
better thaheithevtheone or the other, rejoined I, 
-but exGUie^ ae^Aimi: saving more at present : émother 
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time your curiosity shall be satisfied* It is enough 
at present to assure you that my means are equa>l to 
my inclination, and that you may cpipmiind ind€i- 
pendence through me ; but t^en you must submit 
to an embargo on your witj and a non-antercpurae 
act between you and the faculty of writii^g, whether 
in TQrse pr prose. Can you make, this sacrifice to 
my friendship ? I have already made it; to the 
powers above, said he, in my last cz^tical sickness^ 
A Dominican made me forswear poetry, as an 
amusement bordering on criminality, but at all 
evçnts beside the turnpike-road of good sense* fl 
wish you. joy, my dear Nunez^ replied I ; but beware 
of a revoke. There is not the least danger on that 
head, rejoined he : the Muses and I have agreed on 
terms of separation : just as you came in at that 
door,. I was conning over a farewell ode» G004 
master Fabricio, said I, with a wise.swagging to and 
fro of my head, it is a doubtful question i^)iether 
your vow of abjuration ought to pasS; cpii^ with 
the Dominican and myself: jou seei^i oyer head 
and ears in love with those virgins inc^jfUfite. No 
no, contended be peevishly,, I have cut t]ie connec- 
tion asunder. Naymore^.l have.<|uafrelle(i wiût 
their keepers, tl^e public. The reader s« of t^se days 
do not deserve an author of more genius than them- 
selves; I shouid.be sorry to write down to their 
comprehension. You are not to suppose that this 
!«.. the langus^.e o£ disgust; it is my. sincere ao^ 
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well-weighèd opinion. Applause and hisses are jui^ 
'thé same to me ! It is a toss up who fails and who 
'succeeds : the wit of to-day is Ûie blockhead of to** 
•"morrow. What cursed fools our dramatists must 
be, to care for any thing but their poundage when 
their plays happen to be received ! It is all very 
well for a few nights! But only fancy a revival at 
the end of twenty years, and what a figure they will 
cut then ! The audiences of the present day turn 
up their noses at the stock pieces of thé last age, 
and it is à question whether their taste will fare bet- 
ter with their more critical descendants. If that 
conjecture be probable, the inventors of clap-traps 
now will be the but of cat-calls hereafter. It i^ just 
the same with novel writers, and' all other manùftic* 
tures of unnecessary literature : they strut and fret 
for an hour, and then are no more seen or lieatd of. 
The glories of successful authorship are the mere 
vapours of a murky atmosphere, meteors of & marshy 
foul coruscations of a dunghill, cathedral tapers to 
•put out the galaxy, -blue IHimes of coarse paper 
held -over a candle. • • ' » - » - ^' . u i 

* Though these caricatures of rival i>enèwn-weife 
the mere creations of jealousy in thé poet bf the 
' Asturias, it was not '^my business to correct hiis ill 
temiper. I am delighted, Isaid I, that ^t and you 
have had so serious a quarrel ; and that >tlje diar- 
rhoea of your .inventive facdUes has been cured by 
an astringent. You may depend on it> I will pdt 
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you in the way of a good livelihood, without draw- 
ing deep upon your intellectual credit. So much the 
better, cried he; wit Bmells like carrion in my 
nostrils, or rather like a pungent and deleterious 
perfume; fragrant to the sense, but corrosive to the 
vitals. I heartily wish, my dear Fabricio, resumed 
I, that you may always keep in that mind. Only 
wash your hands completely of poetry, and you may 
depend on it, I will enable you to keep your head 
above water without picking or stealing. In thé 
inéan while, added I, slipping a purse of sixty pis- 
toles into his hand, accept this as a slight instance 
of my regard. *< 

Î O fiiénà like the friends in days of yore, cried the 
son' of bcrfbér Nunez, out of his wits with joy and 
gratittifdé^ it was heaven itself which sent you into 
this hospital, whence your goodness is now dis« 
charging me ! Before we parted, I gave him my 
address, and invited him to come- and see me as 
soon as his health would permit. He opened his 
eyes as an oyster does its shell/ when I told him 
-that I lodged under the ministères roof. O illustrious 
:Gil Bias ! said he, great as Pompey and fortunate as 
Sylla, whose lot it is to be hand in glove with the 
* dictators of modem times! I rejoice most disin- 
terestedly in your good fortune, because it is so 
very evident what a noble use you make of it. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

cm Bias gets forward progressively in his master's 
affections. Scipio*s return to Madrid, and account 
o/kisjotirnetf. 

The count of Olivarez» whom I shall hencefor- 
ward call my lord duke, because the king wajs 
pleased to confer that dignity on him about this 
time» was infested with a weakness which I did not 
suffer to pass without taking toll : it was a furious 
desire of being beloved. The moment he fancied 
that any one really liked him, his heart was caugKt 
in a trap. This was not losit upoû my keen sense of 
character. It was not enough to do precisely as he 
ordered ; I superadded a zeal in the execution which 
made him mine. I laid myself out to his hking in 
every thing, and provided beforehand for his moflit 
eccentric wishes* 

. By conduct like .this, which almost always. ati- 
swars, I became by degrees my master's favourite; 
and lte# pn the other hand, , as if he had got round 
to, my tflind side also» wormed himself into say 
affections, by giving me his own. So forward did I 
get into his good graces, as to halve his confidence 
with signer Carnero, his principal secretary. 
Carnero had played my game ; and that so success- 
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fully, as to be entrusted with the greater mysteries. 
We two therefore were the keepers of the prime 
minister's conscience, and held the keys of all his 
secrets : with this difference,^ that Carnero was con- 
sulted on state affairs, myself about his private 
concerns^ dividing the business into two separate 
'^é{Àrtments ; and we were each of us equally 
pleased with our own. We hved together without 
jealousy, and certainly without attachment. I had 
every reason to be satisfied with my quarters, where 
continual intercourse gave me an opportunity of 
.prying into the duke's inmost soiil, which was a 
masked battery to all mankind beside, but plain as 
a pike-staff to me, when he no longer questioned 
the sincerity of my attachment to him. 

Santillané,^ said he one day, you were witness to 
aie duke of Lerma's possession of an authority, 
more like that of an absolute monarch than a fa- 
vourite minister : and yet I am still happier than he 
was at the very summit of his good fortune.. He 
had two formidable enemies in his own son, the 
duke of Uzeda, and in the confessor of PhUip the 
Third : but there is no one now about the king who 
has credit enough to stand in my way, or even, as 
I am aware, the slightest incUnation. to do 'me 
mischief. 

It is true, continued he,, that on niy accession to 
the ministry, it was my first care to remove all 
hangers-on from about the> prince but those of nqr 
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own family or connections. By means of viceroy al- 
lies or embassies I got rid of all the nobility who, 
by their personal merit, could have interfered with 
•19e in the good graces of the sovereign, whom I 
mean to engross entirely to myself; so that I may 
say at the present moment, no statesman of the 
time holds me in check by the ascendancy of his 
personal influence. You see, Gil Bias, I open my 
imind to you. As I have reason to think; that you 
are mine heart and soul, I have chosen to put you 
in possession of every thing. You aire a clever 
youth ; with reflection, penetration, and discrétion : 
•in short, you are just the very creature to acquit 
yourself of all possible little offices in. alb possible 
directions ; you are also a young fellow, of very pro- 
mising parts, and must in the nature of things be in 
my interests. '» > ' ' '' 

> There was no standing the attack which these 
flattering représentations were calculated to make 
<upon the weakly defended fortress of my philoso- 
^phy. Unauthorised whims of avarice and ambition 
mounted suddenly into my head, and brought for- 
ward certain sentiments of political speculation 
which were supposed to have been in abeyance. I 
gave the ^'minister an. assurance that I should fulfil 
liis intentions to the utmost of my power, and held 
cmysélf in readiness to execute without ^examination 
.'or inference all the orders it might be his pleasure 
to give me. ' 
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r While I was thus disposed to take fortnne in her 
affable fit, Scipio returned from his^ peregrination. I 
have no long story for you, said he. The lords of 
Leyva wejre delighted at your reception from the 
king, and at the manner in which the count of 
Olivarez and you came to understand one another. 
My friend, said I, you would have delighted them 
still more, had you been able to tell them on what 
a footing I am now with my lord. My advances 
since your departure have been prodigious. Happy 
man be his dole, my dear master, answered he : my 
mind forebodes that we shall cut a figure. 

Let us change the subject, said I, and talk of 
Oviedo. You have been in the Asturias. How did 

r you leave my mother? 'Ah ! sir, replied he, witH an 

-undertaker's. decency of countenance; I have a mif- 
laucholy tale to tell you from that quarter. O 
heaven ! exclaimed I, my mother then is dead ! Six 
months since, said my secretary,- did the good lady 

-pay the debt of nature, and your uncle, signor Gil 
Perez, about the same period. ..•-'■ 

r 'My mother's death preyed upon my susceptible 
nature, though in my childhood I had not received 
from her those little fondling indications. t>f maternal ' 

-love, so necessary to amalgamate with the more 
serious convictions of filial duty. The good canon 
too came in for his share in my lacrymal libations, 
for his great care in bringing me up according to the 
rules of godliness and honesty. My serious grief 
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wfts not lasting: but I never lost sight of a cerlam 
tender recollection, whenever the idea of my dear 
relations shot across my mind. 



CHAPTER IX. 



How my lord duke married his only daughter y^ and to 
whom : with the bitter consequences of that mar^ 
* riage. 

. ¥&itT shortly after the son of Cosclma*s return, 
-my lord duke fell into. a brown study, And it liisled 
«a complete week. I conceived of. course that he was 
brooding Over sotne great measure of government ; 
but family concerns were the object of his musings. 
.Gil Bias, said he one day after dinner, you may per- 
ceive that my mind is. a good deal distracted. Yes, 
.my.good friend, I am ponderidg over an affair of the 
utmost consequence to my feelings. You shall know 
all about it 

My daughter, donna Maria, pursued he, is mai^- 
jriageable, and of course beset with suitors. The 
count de Niéblés, eldest son of the duke xle Medina 
Sidonia, head of the Guzman family, and don Lewis 
.de Haro, eldest son of the marquis de Carpio and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GIL 9LAS. 223 

'my eldest sister, are the two most likely competitors. 
The latter in particular is superior in point of merit 
to all his rivals, so that the whole court has 0xed On 
him for my son-in-law. Nevertheless, without en- 
tering into private motives for treating him, as %^11 

. as the count de Niéhlés^ with a refusal, my present 
views are fixed upon don Ramires Nunez de .Guz- 
man, marquis of Toral, head of the Guzmans d* 
Abrados, another branch of the family. To.that 
nobleman and his progeny by my daughter I mean 

. to leave all my property, and to entail on them the 
title of count d'Olivarez, with the additiona} dignity 

, of grandee ; so that my grandchildren and their des- 
cendants, issue of the Abrados and Olivarez branch, 
will be considered as taking precedence in the house 
of Guzman. 

Tell me now, Santillane, added he, do you not 
like my project? Excuse me, my lord, pleaded I, 
with a shrug, the design is worthy of the genius 
which gave birth to it: my only fear is, lest the duke 
of Medina Sidonia shoiild think fit to be out of 
homour at it. Let him take it as he list, resumed 
the minister ; I give myself very little concern about 
that. His branch is no favourite with me: they 
have choused that of Abrados out of their prece- 
dence and many of their privileges. I shall be fer 
less affected by his ill humours, than by the disap- 
:potntment of my sister, the marchioness de Garpio, 
when she sees my daughter slip through her i^on^s 
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fingers. But let that be as it may, I am determined 
to please myself, and don Ramires shall be the man : 
it is a settled point. - 

- My lord duke, having announced this firm resolve, 
did not carry it into effect without giving a new 
proof of his singular policy. He presented a me- 
morial to the king, entieating him and the queen in 
concert, to do him the honour of taking the choice 
of a husband for bis daughter on themselves, at the 
same time acquainting them. with the pretensions of 
the suitors, and professing to abide by their election : 
but he took care, when naming the marquis de Toral, 

- to evince clearly whither his own wishes pointed. 

. The king therefore, with a blind deference for his 
minister, answered thus : " I think that don Ramires 
Nunez deserves donna Maria: but determine for 
yourself. The match of your own choosing will be 
most agreeable to me.'* 

(Signed) The Kino. 

The minister made a point of shewing this answer 
every where : and, affecting to consider it as a royal 
mandate, hastened his daughter*s marriage with the 
marquis de Toral ; a death-blow to the hopes of the 
marchioness de Carpio, and the rest of the Guzmans 
who had been speculating on an alliance with donna 
Maria. These rival players of a losing game, not 
, being able to break off the match, put the best face 
they could upon it, and made the fashionable world 
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to resound with their ;costly celebrations of the event. 
A superficial observer might have fancied that the . 
whole family was delighted with the arrangement t • 
but tiie pouters and ill-wishers were soon revenged 
most cruelly at my lord duke*s expense. Donna 
Maria was -brought; to bed of a daughter, at the end 
of .ten months; the infant was still-born, and ,the. 
mother died a few days afterwards. 

What a loss for a father who had no eyes, as one 
may say, but for his daughter, and in her loss felt 
the miscarriage of his design, to quash the right of 
precedence in the branch of Medina Sidonia ! Stung 
to the quick by his misfortune, he shut himself up 
for several days, and was visible to no one but my- 
self; a sincere Sympathizer, from the recollection of 
my own* experience, in his sorrow. The occasion 
drew forth fresh tears to Antonia*s memoiy. The 
death of the marchioness de Toral, under circum- 
stances so similar, tore open a wound. imperfectly 
skinned over, and so exasperated my affliction, that 
the minister, though hé had enough to do with his 
iown sufferings, could hot help taking notice of 
mine. . It seemed unaccountable, how exactly his 
feelings were echoed. • Gil Bias, said he one day 
when my tears seemed to feed upon indulgence, my 
greatest consolation consists in having a bosom 
friend, so much alive to all my distresses. Ah ! my 
lord, an'sweriéd J, giving him the» full credit of my 
^amiable tenderness, I must be ungrateful and des^ 
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generate in my nature, if I did not lament as fel^ 
myself. Can I be aware that you mourn orer a 
daughter of accomplished merit, whom you loved so 
tenderly, without shedding tears of fellow feeling? 
No, my lord, I am too much naturalized to you on 
the side of obligation, not to take a permanent 
interest in all your pleasures and disappointments. 



CHAPTER X. 

t^il Èlas meets ndth the poet Nunee by accident^ and 
learns that he has written a tragedy , ivhich is oh 
the point of being brought out at the theatre royaJi 
^he iU fortune of the ptece, and the good fortune of 
its author» 

The minister began to pick up hia crumbs, and^ 
tnyself consequently to get into feather again, when 
one evening I went out alone in the carriage to take 
im airing. On the road I met the poet of the Astu-» 
lias, who had been lost to my knowledge ever nnoer 
his discharge from the hospital. He was verjf; 
decently dressed. I called him up, gave him a seat 
in my carriage, and we drove together to Saint 
Jerome's meadow. 
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Master Nunez, said I» it is lucky for me to hav^ 
met you accidentally ; for otherwise I should not- 

have had the pleasure No severe speeches, 

^antillane, interrupted he with considerable eager-* 
ness : I must own frankly that I did not meah tO' 
keep up your acquaintance, and I will tell you the 
reason. You promised me a good situation, pro^' 
vided I abjured poetry ; but I have found a very 
excellent one, on condition of keeping my talents in 
constant play. I accepted the latter alternative, as 
squaring best with my own humour. A friend of 
mine got me an employment under don Bertrand 
Gomez del Ribero, treasurer of the king's galleys.' 
This don Bertrand, wanting to have a wit in his pay; 
and finding my turn for poetical composition very' 
much in unison with his own «ense of what is ex- 
cellent, has chosen me in preference to five or six 
authors who offered themselves as candidates for the" 
place of his private secretary. 

I am delighted at the news, my dear Fabricio^ 
said I, for this don Bertrand must be very rich* 
Rich indeed ! answered he : they say that he does 
not know himself how much he is worth. However 
that may be, my business under him is as follows» 
He prides himself on his turn for gallantry, at the 
same time wishing to pass for a man of gehius : he 
therefore keeps up an epistolary intercourse of wit 
with several ladies who have an infinite deal, and 
borrows my brain to indite such letters as may: 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22B OIL BLA8. 

amplify the opinion of his sprightliness and elegance. 
I write to one for him in verse, to another in prose^- 
and sometimes carry the letters myself, to prove the 
tigility of my heels as well as the ingenuity of my 
head* 

s, But you do not tell me, said I, what I most want 
to know. Are you well paid for your epigrammatic 
cards of compliment ? Yes, most plentifully, an* 
jiwered he. Rich men are not always open-handed; 
and I know some^who are. downright curmudgeons; 
but don Bettrajid has behaved in the mqst handsome 
i^auner. . Beftid^ a salary of two. hundred pistcdes, 
I. lecjeive some little occasional perquisites from him> 
s^ufficient to set me above the world, and enable me ' 
fo live on an equal footing with some choice spirits 
of the literary circles, who are willing, like myself, 
to set care at defiance. But then, resumed I, has . 
your treasurer critical skill enough to distinguish the . 
beauties of a performance from its blemishes ? The 
least likely man in the world, answered Nunez: a 
f^ippant-tpngued smatterer, with a miserable assort^ 
ment of materials, for judging. Yet he gives himself 
out for chief justice and lord president of Apollo*s . 
tribunal. His decisions are adventurous, if npt al- : 
ways lucky; while his opinions are maintained in so 
high; a tone and with so bullying a challenge of in« 
fsJlibility, that nine times out of ten the issue of an ; 
argument is silence, .though not convietion^i on the- 
part of the ppponetit, . as a. measure of precaution 
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contemptuous sneers. 

You ; may readily :suppose, (Continued he, that I 
;tate especial care never to contradict him, though 
jt almost exceeds human patience to forbear : for, 
to say nothing of the unpalatable phrases that might 
.be hailed down on my defenceless head, I should 
'Stand a very good chance of being shoved by the 
shoulders out of doors. I therefore am discreet 
enough to approve what he praises, and to condemn 
^without mitigation or appeal whatever he is pleased 
to find fault with. By this easy compliance, for 
poets are compelled to acquire a knack of knocking 
."underto those by whom they live, not even except* 
ing their booksellers, I have gained the. esteem and 
•friendship of my patron. He has employed, me to 
write a tragedy on a plot of his own. I have execu- 
ted it under his inspection ; and if the piece succeeds, 
a per centage on the laud and honour must accrue 
itp him. 

I asked our poet what was the title of his tragedy. 
;He informed me that it was, ** The Count of Saldag- 
Jia;*' and that it would come out in two or thre^ 
days. I told him that I wished it all possible sucr 
^cess, and thought so favourably of his genius as to 
entertain considerable hopes. So do I, said he; but 
. hope never tells a move flattering tale, than in the 
^ar of a dramatic author. You might as well at- 
»tempt to fix the wind by nailing the weathercock, as 

VOL. IV. M 
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speculate on the reception of a new piece with aii 
audience. 

At lengthy the day of perfonnance airiyed. I 
could not go to the play, being prevented by offîckJ 
business. The only thing to be done was to «end 
SdptOy that he might bring me back word how it 
went off; for i was sincerely interested in the event, t 
After waiting impatiently for his return, in he came 
with a long face which boded no good. Well ! said 
I, how was " The Count of Saldagna'' welcomed by 
the critics ? Very roughly, answered he: never was 
there a play more brutally handled ; I left the hou^e 
in high anger at the injustice and insolence of the 
pit. It serves him right,^ rgoined I. Nunez is no 
better than a madman, to be always running his 
head against the stone walls of a theatre. If he was 
In his senses, could he have preferred the hisses and 
catcalls of an unfeeling mob, to the ease and dignity 
he might have commanded under my patronage? 
Thus did I inveigh with friendly vehemence against 
the poet of the Asturias, and disturb the even tenor 
of my mind for an event, which the sufferer hailed 
with joy, and inserted among the well-omened par- 
ticulars of lus journal. 

He came to see me widiin two days, and appeared 
in high spirits. Santillane, cried he, I am come to 
receive your congratulations. My fortune is made^ 
my friend, though my play is marred. You know 
what a mistake they made on the first and last night 
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trf'*Uiê Oouot ôf Satldftgiiâ:* Kiseed insteed of ap- 
plaading ! You wofdd have thought edi the mûA 
beast of ûie forest kad heèn lettooée, witlithekears 
Ibrtîfied agaiftst £he «opening power of poetry : but 
the move Ûê&j hellov<ed, the better I fa<Fed, and they 
have roared me into a provision for life. 

There was no knowing whs^t to make of this inci- 
pient in the drama of our poet^« adventures. What 
is all diis, Fabricio? said I: how ean theatrical 
damns^on iiave conj«nred up such elysian ecstasy? 
It is exactly so, answered ht : I told you before that 
don Bertrand had thrown in some of the circumstan- 
ces ; and be was fully convinced that there was no 
à^ed but in the taste of the spectators. They 
«night be very good Judges ; but, if they were, he was 
no judge at all ! -Nvmez ! said he this morning $ 

Victrjx cauH 0ii8 pbcuH» sed vieta Gàtoni. * 

Your piece has been ill received by the public ; but 
against that you may place my entire approbation ; 
and thus you ought to set your heart at rest By 

* Members of parliament, and the ladies, will probably ex- 
pect a translation of these bard words i but I refer the former 
to their dictionaries, to which they bade a long farewell on leav- 
ing Eton or Harrow; and the latter to an extended paraphrase 
of five acts in the tragedy of Cato. Those of the softer sex who 
may think the Stoic philosophy rude and uncouth, will feel 
their nerves vibrate in unisou with the love scenes. 

Translator. 
M 2 
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way of something to balance the bad taste of the 
age^ I shall settle an annuity of two thoussoui 
crowns on you : go to my solicitor^ and let him 
draw the deed. We have been about it : the trea*^ 
surer has signed and sealed ; my first quaxter is pai4 

in advance 

I wished Fabricio joy on the unhappy fate of 
<< The Count of Saldagna,** and probably most au«- 
thors would have envied Us fsilure more than ail 
the success that ever succeeded. You are in the 
right, continued he, to prefer my fortune to my fame^ 
What a lucky peal of disapprobation in double 
choir ! If the public had chosen to ring the changes 
OB my merits rather than my misdeeds, what would 
they have done for my pocket? A mere paltry 
nothing. The common pay of the theatre might 
have kept me from starving ; but the wind of popu- 
lar mahce has blown me a comfortable pension; en*- 
grossed on safe and legal parchment 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SantUlane gives Scipio a situation : the latter set&tmt 
for New Spain, 

My secretary could not look at the unexpected 
good luck of Nunez the poet without envy : he talked 
of nothing else for a week. The whims of that bag- 
gage, fortune, said he, are most unaccountable : she 
delights to turn her lottery wheel into the lap of a 
sorry author, while she deals out her disappoint- 
ments like a step-mother to the race of good ones^ 
I should haye no objection, though, if she would 
throw me up a prize in one of her vertical progresses. 
That is likely enough to happen, said I, and sooner 
than you imagine^ Here you are in her temple ; for 
it is scarcely too presumptuous to call the house of 
a prime minister the temple of fortune,, where favours 
are confeiTed by wholesale, and votaries grow fat 
on the spoils of her altar. That i« very true, sir, 
answered he ; but we must have patience, and wait 
till the happy moment comes. Take my advice 
while it is worth having, Scipio, replied I, and make 
your mind easy; perhaps you are on the eve of 
some good appointment. And so it turned out; for 
fvithin a few days an opportunity ofifered of employ-^ 
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ing him advantageously in my lord duke*iB service ; 
and I did not suffer the happy moment to pass by. 

I was engaged in chat one morning with don Ray- 
mond Caporis, thé prittie minister's steward, and 
our conversation turned on the sources of his excel- 
lency*» income. My k»d, said he^ enjoyft tiie gooI't 
manderies of all the milîtary orders, yielding a reve- 
nue of forty thousand crowns a year ; and he is only 
obliged to wear the cross of Alcantara. Moreover^ 
his three offices of great chamberlain, master of the 
horse, and high chancellor of the Indies, bring hin^ 
in an income of two hundred thousand crowns ; and 
yet all this is nothing in comparison of the immense 
sums which he receives through o^er ti*ansatlantic 
channels : but you will be puzzled to guesi^ how; 
When vessels clear out from Seville pi Lisbon for 
those parts of the world, he ships wine, oil, grain, 
and other articles, the produce of his own estate; 
and his consignments are duty free. With that per- 
quisite in his pocket, he sells his merchandise for 
four times its current price in Spain, and then lays 
out the money in spices, colouring materials, and 
other things which cost next to nothing in the new 
world, and are sold very dear in Europe. Already 
has he realised some millions by this traffic, without 
detracting from the dues of his royal master. 

You win easily account for it, continued he, that 
the people concerned in carrying on this trade re- 
turn with great fortunes in their pockets ; fbr Xfx^ 
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tord thbks it but reasonable that they should divide 
their diligence between his business and their own. 

That shrewd sou of ciiance and opportumty, of 
whom we are «pe^ng> overheard our conversation, 
ûiïd could no^ help interrupting don Raymond to. 
the fbliowing* purport. Upon my. word, si^or 
Gaports, I should like to be one of those people ; for. 
I am fond of travelling, ^d have long wished to see. 
Mexico. Your inclinations as a tourist shall soon 
be gratified, said the steward, if signer de Santillane 
will not stand in the way of your wishes. How- 
ever particular I may think it my duty to be about 
the persons whom I send to the West Indies in that 
capacity, and they are all of my appointment, you 
shall be placed on the list at all adventures, if your 
master wishes it. You will confer on me a particu-^ 
lar favour, said I to don Raymond; be so good as to do 
it in kindness to me; Scipio is a young fellow much 
in my good graces, very capable in business, and 
will be found irreproachable in his conduct. In a 
word, I wouM as sooir answer for him as for myself. 

That being the case, replied Caporis, hé has only 
to repair immediàtdy to Seville : the sliip» are to 
sail for South America in a month. I i^llr give him 
a letter at his departure for a man v^o will put him 
in the way of making a fortune, wtdiout the slightest 
interference in his excellency*» dues and pr(^t$, 
which ought to be held sacred by him. 

Scipio, delighted with his birth, was in haste to> 
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•et Out for Seville with a thousand crown» with* 
which I furnished htm, to make purchases of wine 
and oil in Andalusia, and enable him to trade on 
his own bottom in the West Indie». And yet, over- 
joyed as he was to make a voyage, and as he hoped 
his fortune therewithal^ he could not part from me 
without tears ; and the separation raised the watera 
even from my dry fountains. 



CHAPTER XII. 



Don Alphonso de Ley va comes to Mctdrid; the motiver 
of his journey a severe affliction to Gil Bias, and a? 
cause of rejoicing subsequent thereon. 

No nooner had I parted with Scipio than one of 
the minister's pages brought me a note conceived in 
the following terms : ^^ If signer de Santillane will 
take the trouble of calling at the sign of Saint 
Gabriel in the street of Toledo, he will there see k 
friend who is not indifferent to him.*' 

Who can this nameless friend possibly be ? said I. 
to myself. What can be the meaning of all this 
mystery? Obviously to occasion me the pleasure 
of a surprise. I attended the summons immediately. 



y Google 



«IL BIAS. 237 

mai on my arrival at the place appointed, was not a 
little astonished to find don Alphonso $le Leyvs^ 
there^ Is it possible ! exclaimed I : you here,i my 
lord? Yes, my dear Gil Bias, answered he with a 
close compression of my hand in his, it is don 
Alphonso himself. Well ! but what brings you to 
Madrid ? said I. You will be not a little startled, 
rejoined he, and no less vexed at the occasion of my 
journey. They have taken my government of Va-r 
lencia from me, and the prime minister has sent fpr 
me to give an account of my conduct. For a whole 
quarter of an hour I was like a man stupified ; then 
recovering the powers of speech: Of what, said I, 
are you accused ? I know nothing at all about it, 
answered he ; but my disgrace is probably owing to 
a. visit paid about three weeks ago to the cardinal 
duke of Lerma, who was banished about a month 
since to his seat at Denia. 

Yes, indeed ! cried I in a pet, you may well atr 
tribute your misfortune to that imprudent visit: there 
ia^ no occasion to look out for causes and efiects 
elsewhere ; but give me leave to say that you have 
not acted with your usual good sense, in claiming 
acquaintance with that favourite out of favour. The 
leap is taken, and the neck broken, said he i and I 
have nothing to do but to make the .best of a bad 
bargain : I shall retire with my family to our pater-, 
nal estate at Leyva, where the remnant of my day) 
will glide away in peace and obscurity. What 
M 5 
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taunts and teases me, is the requisition of appearing 
before a haughty minister, vko may receive me with 
all the insolence of office. How humiliating to the 
pride of a Spaniard ! And yet it is a measure of ne- 
cessity; but before the degrading ceremony took 
place, I wanted to talk it over with you. Sir, said 
I, do not announce your arrival to the minister, till I 
have ascertained the nature of the reports to your 
discredit ; for there are few evils without a I'emedy. 
Whatever may be your alleged crimes, you will give 
me leave, if you please, to act in the afiair as gratis 
tude and friendship shall dictate. With this assu* 
ranee, I left him at his inn, and promised to let him 
hear from me soon. 

As I had taken no active part in state affairs since 
the two meAiorials, in which my eloquence was so 
signally displayed, I went to look for Camero, with 
a view to enquire whether don Alphonso's govern.* 
ment was really taken from. him. He answered in 
the affirmative, but professed not to know the reason. 
Finding how things stood, I determined to apply at 
head-quarters,, and to learn the grounds of grievance 
from his lordship's own mouth. 

My sjMrits were really harassed ; so that these waa 
BO need of putting on the trappings and the suit» of 
woe, to attract my lord duke's notice. What is the 
matter, Santillane ? said he as sooa as he saw me. 
I perceive a marked uiodbappiness on your counte-^ 
9«nce; a|id tears |ust ready tO: trickle down your 
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dieeks. Has any one behaved ill to you ? Tell me, 
and yott skaH' hare your revenge. My lord, an- 
swered I in a melancholy tone, even though my grief 
would seek to hide itself, it must have vent: my 
despair is past endurance. The report goes that 
don Alphonso is no longer governor of Valencia ; a 
severer stroke could not have been inflicted on me. 
What say yoiu, Gil Bias ? replied the minister in as- 
tonishment : what interest can you take in this don 
Alphonso and his government? On this question, 
I detailed at length' my obligations to the lords of 
Leyva^ and modestly stated my own interference 
with the duke of Lerma, to obtain the appointment 
for my friend. 

When his excellency had heard me through 
with the most polite and kind attention, he spoke 
ikvtn : Make yourself easy, Gil Bias, Besides my 
entire ignorance of what you have just told me, I 
must own that I considered don Alphonso as the 
cardinal's creature. Only put yourself in my place :' 
was not the visit to his eminence a most suspicious 
drcumstance? Yet I am willing to believe thai 
owing hi» preferment to that minister,, he might have 
Femembered him in his adversity from a motive of 
pore gratitude. I am sorry for having displaced a 
man who owed hia elevation to you; but if I have 
puUed down yourhandywork I can build it up again- 
I mean to do still more than the duke of Lerma foi' 
you. Your friend, don Alphonso was only governor 
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of Valencia ; I appoint him viceroy of Arragon : yoa 
may send him word so yourself» and order hinà 
hither to take the oaths. 

At these wordsy my feelings changed from extreme 
grief to an excess of joy, which completely carica-» 
tured the mediocrity of common sense» and mado 
me utter an incoherent rhapsody of thanks : but ih^ 
want of method in the madness of my discourse was 
not taken amiss; and on my hinting that don 
Alphonse was already at Madrid, he told me that I 
might present him this yery day. I ran to the sigii 
of Saint Gabriel, and communicated my own rap^ 
ture^ to doQ Cœsar's son, by informing him of hil^ 
new appointment. He could not believe what I told 
him; but found it a hard matter to persuade him- 
self, that the prime minister, though likely enough 
to be very well disposed towards nie, should extend 
his friendship so far as to dispose of viceroyalties at 
my instance. I carried him with me to my lord 
duke, who received him very affably, complimented 
him on his uniform good conduct in his government^ 
of Valencia, and finished by saying that the king, 
considering him as qualified for a higher station, 
had named him for the viceroyalty of Arragon.. 
Besides, added he, your family is of a rank not to 
disparage the dignity of the office ; so that the Arra^ 
gonese nobility will haye no plea for excepting 
against the choice of the courts 
^ His excellency made po mention of me, and the 
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public was kept in the dark as to my share in the 
business; indeed, this prudent silence was lucky 
both for don Alphonso and the minister, since the 
tongues of defamers would have been busy in taking 
to pieces the pretensions of a viceroy, who owed his 
preferment to my patronage. 

As soon as don Cœsar's son could speak with cer- 
tainty of his new honours, he sent off an express for 
Valencia with the information to his father and Sè- 
raphina, who soon arrived in Madrid. Their first 
object was to find me out, and ply me thick and 
threefold with acknowledgments. What a proud 
and affecting sight for me, to behold the three per- 
sons in the world nearest my heart, vying with each 
other in their testimonies of affection and gratitude t 
The pleasure my zeal seemed personally to give 
them, was equal to the dignity conferred on theii» 
house by the post of viceroy. They even talked 
with me on a footing of equality, and scarcely 
remembered my original distance or servitude in the 
fervour of their present feelings. But not to dwell- 
on unnecessary topics, don Alphonso having taken 
the oaths and returned thanks, left Madrid with his 
family, to take up his abode at Saragossa. He made 
his public entry with appropriate magnificence ; and 
the ArriËigonese caused it to appear by their cordial* 
reception, that I had a very pretty knack at pickings 
out a viceroy. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

GU Bias meets don Gaston de Cogollos and don An-: 
drew de Tordesilias at the drawing-room, and 
adjourns with them to a more convenient place. 
The story of don Gaston and donna Helena de 
Gahsteo concluded. SantiUane renders some ser-» 
vice to Tordesiilas. 

I WAS up to the hilts in joy at having so marvel- 
lously metamorphosed an ex-govemor into a vice- 
roy : the lords of Leyva themselves were not primed 
and loaded so near to bursting. But very soon I 
had another opportunity of employing my credit in 
the beaten track cf friendship: and there is the niore 
occasion to quote these in^tances^ that my reader» 
may clearly discern with how different a man they 
are now in company^ from that graceless Gil Bias 
who, under the former ministry, earned on a shame^ 
l^s traffic in the honours and emcdumentff ctf the^ 
state. 

One day I was waiting in the king's antichamber^ 
in conversation with some noblemen who, knowing 
me to stand well with the prime minister, were not. 
ashamed of taking me by the hand. In the! crowd» 
was don Gaston de Cogollos^ wboni I bad left a.pri-- 
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soner of state in the tower of Segovia. He was with 
don Andrew de Tordesillas, the warden. I readily 
quitted my company to go and renew my acquaint- 
ance with my two friends. If they were astonished 
at the sight of me, I was no less so to find them 
here. After mutual greetings, don Gaston said: 
Signor de Santillane, we have many enquiries to 
make of each other, and this place affords little op- 
portunity for private intercourse : allow me to request 
your company, where we may open our hearts freely. 
i made no objection ; we pushed our way through 
the crowd, and left the palace. Don Gaston's car- 
riage was ready waiting in the street : we all three 
got into it, and drove to the great market-place, 
where the buli-fights are exhibited. Thete Cogollos 
lived in a very handsome house. 

Signor Gil Bias, said don Andrew on our entrance, 
at your departure from Segovia you seemed to have 
conceived a thorough hatred against Ùie court; and 
to have fonned a settled purpose of abandoning it 
for ever. Such was in fact my design, answered I ; 
nor were my sentiments at all changed during tiie 
lifetime of the late king ; but when the prince lus son 
came to the throne, I had a mind to see whether ÛBd 
new monarch would know me again. He did so, 
and received me favourably, with a strong recom-* 
nendation to the prime minister, who admitted me 
to his friendship, and took tne more into his coiifi« 
4ence than ever did the duke of Lerma. This, sig- 
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laor don Andrew, is my story. And now tell me, 
whether you still hold your office in the tower of 
Segovia. No, indeed ! answered he ; my lord duke 
has removed me, and put another in my room^ He^ 
probably considered me as entirely devoted to his: 
predecessor. And I, said don Gaston, was set at^ 
liberty for the contrary reason ; the prime minister 
was no sooner informed that my imprisonment wa% 
by the duke of Lerma's order, than he ordered me 
to be released. The present business, signor Gil 
Bias, is to relate the subsequent paiticulars of my 
adventures. 

The first thing I did, continued he, after thanking" 
don Andrew for his kind attentions during my con- 
finement, was to repair to Madrid. I presented my^ 
self before the count duke of Olivarez, who said : 
Yoi; need not be apprehensive of any blemish on 
your character, in consequence of your late misfor^^ 
tune ; you are honourably acquitted : nay, your in-s 
nocence is so much the more satisfactorily es^ 
tablished, as the marquis of Villareal» with whomi 
you were supposed to be implicated, was not guilty. 
Though a Portuguese, and related to the duke of 
Braganza, he is less in his interests than in those of 
the king my master. That connection therefore; 
ought not to have been imputed to you as a crime ;, 
but, to repair your wrongs, the king has given you a^ 
lieutenant*!^ commission in the Spanish guards^ 
This I accepted, begging it as a favour of his excels 
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Tency to allow me, before I joined my regiment, to 
go and see my aunt, donna Eleonora de LaxariIla,^ at 
Coria. The minister gave me leave of absence for 
a month, and I departed with only one servant. 

We had got beyond Colmenar, and were thread-^ 
ing a narrow pass between two mountains, when We 
came within sight of a gentleman defending himself 
bravely against three men, who all fell upon him to-» 
gether. I did not hesitate about going to his aid t 
but; hastened forward and planted myself by his side, 
I remarked while we were fighting, that our enemies 
were masked, and that we had to do with expert 
swordsmen. But we triumphed over the united ad« 
vantages of their skill and disparity : I ran one of 
the three through the body ; he fell from his horse, 
and the two others immediately betook themselveft. 
to flight. The victory indeed was scarcely less fatal 
to us than to the wretch whom I had killed ; for we 
were both dangerously wounded. But conceive my 
surprise, when I discovered the gentleman to be 
Combados, the husband of donna Helena. He waft 
no less astonished at recognising me as his defender. 
Ah ! don Gaston, exclaimed he, was it you then who 
came to my assistance ? When you took my part so 
generously, you little thought it was the person who 
had snatched your mistress from you. I really di4 
not know it, answered I ; but though I had, do you 
think I could have wavered about doing as I have, 
done? Can you entertain so ill an opinion of me. 
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as to believe my soul so sordid ? No, no, replied* 
he; I think better of you; and, should I die of my 
wounds, it will be my prayer that yours may not dis- 
able you from profiting by my death. Combados, 
said I, though I have not yet forgotten donna 
Helena, know that I do not pant after the posses- 
sion of her charms at the expense of your life ; so 
far from it, that I congratulate myself on having 
contributed to your rescue from assassination, since 
by so doing I have performed an acceptable service 
to your wife. 

While we were communing together, my servant 
dismounted; and, drawing neartollie gentlèma» 
stretched at his length, took off his mask, when 
Gombados, with sensations of gratitude for his de^ 
liverance, distinctly traced the features. It is Ca* 
prara, exclaimed he ; that treacherous cousin who» 
in mere disgust at having missed a rich inheritance 
which he had unjustly disputed with me, has long 
since cherished a murderous design against my life, 
and fixed on this day to put it in execution : but 
heaven has turned him over to its determined 
vengeance, and made him the victim of his own 
attempt. 

While this conversation was going on, our blood 
was flowing at the same rate; and we were becoming 
more exhausted every minute. Nevertheless, dis« 
abled as we were, we had strength enough to reach 
the town of Villoréjo, which lies within a gun-shot 
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•r two from the field of battle. At the very first 
house of call we sent for surgeons. The most ex- 
pert came at our summons. He examined our 
wounds, and reported them as dangerous. After 
taking off the bandages, and dressing them a second 
time, be pronounced those of don Bias to be mortal. 
Of mine be thought more favourably ; and the event 
corresponded with his prognostic. 

Gombados, finding himself consigned to the grave, 
thought only of due preparation for a most serious 
event. He sent an express to his wife, with an ac* 
eount of what had happened, particularizing his 
present sad condition. Donna Helena soon arrived 
at Villaréjo. Her mind was drawn different ways 
by two opposite occasions of distress ; the hazard of 
her husband*s life, and the fear of feeling the revival 
of a half extinguished flame at the sight of me. Thig 
occasioned her to experience a terrible agitation. 
Madam, said don Bias when she appeared m his 
presence, you are come just in time to receive my 
farewell. I am at the point of death, and I consider 
my fate as a punishment from heaven for having 
taken you lirom don Gaston by a feint : far firom 
murmuring at it, I exhort you with my last breath to 
restore to him a heart which I had stolen from him. 
Donna Helena aiiswered him only by her tears: and 
indeed it was the best answer she could make ; fot 
«b» had neither forgotten her first love, nor the arti- 
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fiées whereby she had been influenced to renounce 
her plighted faiths 

It happened, as the surgeon had anticipated, thae 
in less than three days Combados died of his 
wounds, while mine on the contrary wore the ap-^ 
pearance of convalescence. The young widow,, 
whom no earthly considerations could detach fronv 
the care of transporting her late husband s remain» 
to Coria, that they might be deposited with due 
honours in the family vault, left Villaréjo on her re^ 
turn, after enquiring, merely as a matter of course^ 
how I was going on. As soon as I was well enough 
to be removed, I bent my course to Coria, where mj 
recovery was soon ascertained. My aunt, donni^ 
Eleonora, and don George de Gahsteo were deter-» 
mined that my marriage with Helena should take 
place forthwith, lest some new caprice of fortune 
should part us once more. The ceremony was pri- 
vately performed, on account of the late melancholy 
(^ent ; and within a few days I returned to Madrid 
with donna Helena. As my leave of absence had 
expired, 1 was afraid lest the minister should have 
superseded me in my lieutenancy ; but he had not 
filled up the vacancy, and received my apologies 
very graciously» 

Thus am 1, continued Cogollos, lieutenant of the 
Spanish guards, and my situation is exactly to my 
mind* The circle of my friends is respectable and 



y Google 



GIL 3LAS. !249 

J»leasant, and I live at my ease among them. Would 
i could say ^as much I exclaimed don Andrew ; but 
I am very far from being satisfied with my lot; I 
have lost my appointment, which was not without 
its advantages, and have no friends of sufficient in** 
terest to procuré me a better birth. Excuse me, 
«ignor don Andrew, cried I with a sort of upbraiding 
smile, you have a friend in me who may chance to 
be better than no friend at all. I have told you aU 
■ready that I am a greater favourite with my lord 
.duke than with the duke of Lerma; and will you tfell 
me to my face that you have no interest at court ? 
Have you not already experienced the contrary? 
Aecollect that, through the archbishop of Grenada*s 
powerful recommendation, I procured you a nomi- 
nation for Mexico, where you would have made your 
fortune, if love had not stepped in and marred it at 
Alicant. My means are now more extensive, since 
I have the ear of the prime minister. I give myself 
up to you then, replied Tordesillas ; but do not send 
me into New Spain, though the first appointment û» 
^e colonies were at your disposal. 

Here we were interrupted by donna Helena, who 
«ame into the room, and improved even upon the 
yisions of my fsHicy by the reahty of her charms. 
GogoUos introduced me as the companion who had 
solaced the tedious hours of his imprisonment. Yes, 
madam, said I to donna Helena, my conversatioii 
did indeed sooth his sorrows, for it turned on yo«u 
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Tke oompUmetit was not thrown away ; and I tooli 
my leave with repeated congratulations. With res- 
pect to Tordesillasy I assured him that within a week 
he should know how far my pow^r as well «s will 
extended. 

N<^ were these mere words. On the yery next 
day, the opportunity ooctirred. Santillane, said his 
exoeUency, the place of governor in the royal prison 
of Valladolid is vacant : it is worth more than three 
hundred pistoles a year; and is yours if you will ac» 
cept of it. Not if it were worth ten thousand ducati> 
answ^ed I ; for it would carry ine away from your 
lordship. But, replied the minister, you may fill it 
by deputy, and only visit occasionally. That is as 
it may be, rejoined I ; but I shall only accept it oft 
condition of resigning in favour of don Andrew d< 
Tordesillas, a brave and loyal gentleman ; I should 
like to give him this place in acknowledgment of his 
kindness to me in the tower of Segovia. 

This plea made the minister laugh heartily, and 
say : As far as I see, Gil Bias, you mean to make 
yourself a general patron. Even so be it, my iViend ; 
thé vacancy is yours for Tordesillas; but tell me un- 
feignedly what fellow feeling you have in the busi- 
ness : foT you are not such a fool as to throw aws^y 
your interest for nothing. My lord, answered I, don 
Andrew charged me nothing for all his acts of 
firittidship, and should not a man repay his obHgft^ 
tions ? Yon are become highly moral and self-mor^ 
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iifiedy replied his excellency ; rather more feo than 
under the last administration. Precisely so, rejoined 
I ; then evil communication corrupted my principles : 
bargain and sale were the order of the day, and I 
conformed to the established practice: now, all 
preferment is allotted on the footing of a meritorious 
ftee gift, and my integrity shall not be the last to 
fall in with the fashion. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



SantUlarie^s visit to poet NuneZy the company and 
conversation, 

Oke day after dinner, a fancy seized me to go 
and see the poet of the Asturias, feeling a sort of 
curiosity to kiiow on what floor he lodged. I re- 
paired to the house of signer don Bertrand Gomes 
del Ribero> and asked for Nunez. He does not live 
here now, said the porter, but over the way, in 
apartments at the back of the house. I went thither, 
^and crossing a small court, entered an unfurnished 
parlour, where my friend Fabricio was sitting at 
table, doing the honours to five or six guests from 
the hamlet and liberty of Parnassus. 
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They were at the :latter end of a ieiast, aûd <^ 
course at the beginning of an affray ; but as soon as 
ihey perceived me, a dead silence succeeded to their 
obstreperous argumentation. Nunez rose from his 
seat with much pomp and circumstance of politeness 
to receive me, saying ; Gentlemen, signor de San* 
tillane ! He does me the honour to visit ntfe undet 
this humble roof: as the favourite of the prime 
minister, you will all join with me in tendering your 
humble services. At this introduction, the worship- 
ful company got up and made their best bows ; for 
my rank could not fail of procuring me respect from 
the manufacturers of dedications. Though I was 
neither hungry nor thirsty, it was impossible not to 
sit down and drink a toast in such society. 

My presence appearing to be a restraint, Gentle- 
men, said I, it should seem that I have interrupted 
your conversation : resume it, or you drive me away. 
My learned friends, said Fabricio, were discussing 
the " Iphigenia" of Euripides. The bachelor, Mel^ 
chior de Villégas, a clever man of the first rank in 
the republic of letters, resumed the topic by asking 
don Jacinto de Romerate which was the point of in- 
terest in that tragedy. Don Jacinto ascribed it to 
the imminent danger of Iphigenia. The bachelcr 
contended, offering to prove his proposition by all 
*he evidence admissible at the bar of logic or criti- 
cism, that the danger of a trumpery girl had nothing 
•to do with the real sympathy of that affecting piece» 
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tVhat lias to do with it then ? bawled the old licen- 
tiate Gabriel of Leon indignantly. It turns with the 
wind, replied the bachelor. 

The whole company burst into a shout of laughter 
at this assertion, which they were far from consider- 
ing as serious; and I myself thought that Melchior 
had only launched it by way of adding the zest of - 
wit to the severity of critical discussion. But I was 
out in my calculation respecting the character of- 
that eminent sdiolar : he had not a grain of spright- 
liness or pleasantry in his whole composition. 
Laugh as you please, gentlemen, replied he very 
coolly ; I maintain that there is no circumstance but 
the wind, unless it be the weathercock, to interest, 
to strike, to rouse the passions of the spectsrtor. 
Figure to yourselves a multitudinous army, assem- 
bled for the purpose of laying siege to Troy ; take 
into the account the eager haste of the officer» and 
common men to carry their enterprise into execu- 
tion, that liiey may return with their best legs fore- 
most into Greece, where they have left every thing 
most dear to them, their household gods, their wiVes 
and their children : all ftis while a mischievous wind 
from the wrong quarter keeps them port-bound at 
Aulis, and as it were drives a nail into the very head 
of the expedition ; so that till better weather, it was 
impossible to go and lay siege to Priam's town. 
Wind and weal^er therefore make up the interest of • 
this tragedy. My good wishes are with the Greeks ; 

VOL. IV. N 
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my whole faculties are wrapped up in the success of 
their design ; the sailing of their fleet is with me the 
only hinge of the fable, auad I look at the danger of 
Iphigenia with somewhat of a self-interested com- 
placency, because by her dei^th the winding up of 
the story into a brisk and favourable gale was likely 
to be accelerated. ' ' 

, As soon as Villégas Jbad finished his câticism^, the 
laugh burst out more than ^ver ^i his expense. 
Nunez was sly enough to side with him, that a fairer 
9pope and broader mark might be presented to the 
shafts of malicious, wit, which were let fly from all 
the quarters in the shipman s card, at this poster of 
the sea and land. , But the bachelor, eyeing 
tliera all with sublime indifference and supreipe con- 
tempt, gave them to understand how low in the 
list of the ignorant and vulgar they ranked in his 
estimation. Every moment did I expect to see these 
vapouring spirits kindle into a blaze, and wage war 
against the hairy, honours of each other's brainless' 
skulls : but;the joke was not carried to that length ; 
they confined their hostilities to opprobrious epithets, 
and took their leave when they had eaten and drunk 
as much as they could get. ♦ 

. After theii* departure, I asked Fabricio why he had 
separated himself from his treasurer, and whilber 
t^iey bad quarrelled. Quarrelled! answered he: 
heaven defend me from such a misfortune ! I am on 
better terms than ever With signor don Bertrand, 
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who gave his consent to my living apart from him : 
here therefore I receive my friends, and take my 
pleasure with them unmolested. You know very 
well that I am not of a temper to lay up treasures 
for those who are to come after me ; and as it hap- 
pens luckily, I am now in circumstances to give my 
little classical entertainments every day. I am de- 
lighted at it, my dear Nunez, replied I, and once 
more wish you joy on the success of your last 
tragedy : the great Lope, by his eight hundred dra- 
matic pieces, never made a quarter of the money 
which you have got by the damnation of your 
'* Count de Saldagna." 
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'CHAPTER THE FIBST. 

Gil Bîas tent to Toledo by the mmister. The purpose 
4)fJù»Jowrmey and its success, 

h OR nearly a montih his excéliençy liad been 8aj> ' 
ing to me every day : Santillane, the time is ap- 
proaching, when I shall call your choicest powers of 
address into action ; but the time that was coming 
never came. It it a long lane, however, where there 
is no turning ; and his excellency at length spoke to 
me nearly as follows : They say that there is, in the 
company of comedians at Toledo, a young actress 
of much note for her personal and professional fas- 
cinations ; it is affirmed that she dances and sings 
like all the muses and graces put together, and that 
the whole theatre rings with applause at her per- 
formance : to these perfections is added matchless 
and irresistible beauty. Such a star should only 
.fihine within the circle of a court. The king has a 
taste for the stage, for music, and for dancing; nor 
.must he be deban*ed from the pleasure of seeing and 
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'keaaring such à prodigy. I bavis determined on 
sending you tx) Toledo, that you may judge for your- 
self whether she really is so extraordinary aùi actress : 
on your feeling of her merit my measures shall be 
taken ; for I baye unlimited confidence in your dis- 
cernment. 

I undertook to bring his lordship a good account 
. of this business, and made my arrangements for set- 
ting out with one servant, but not in the minister's 
livery, by way of conducting matters more warily; 
and that précaution rehshed well with his excellency. 
On my arrival at Toledo, I had scarcely aUghted at 
the inn, when the landlord, taking me for some 
country gentleman, said : Please your honour, you 
are probably come to be present at the august cere- 
mony of an Auto da Fé to-morrow. I answered in 
the affirmative, the more completely to mislead him, 
and keep my own counsel. You will see, replied 
he, one of the pirettiest processions you ever saw in 
ycHir life : there ai:e said to be more than a hundred 
jprisoners, and ten of them are to be roasted. 

In good truth, next morning before sun-rise, I 
heard all the bells in the town peal merrily: and the 
design of their bob-majors was to acquaint the peo- 
ple that the pastime was about to begin. Curious 
to see what sort of a recreation it was, I dressed in 
a hurry and posted to the scene of action. All 
«bout that quarter, and along the streets where the 
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procession wfts to pass, were scaffolds, on one df 
which I purchased a standing. The Dominicans 
walked first, preceded by the banner of the inquisi- 
tion. These christian fathers were immediately fol- 
lowed by the hapless victims of the holy office, 
selected for this day's burnt-offering. These devo- 
ted wretches walked one by one, with their head and 
.feet bare, each of them with a taper in his hand, and 
a fiery, not baptismal godfather by his side. Some 
, bad large yellow scapularies, worked with crosses of 
^U Andrew in red ; others wore sugar-loaf caps of 
paper, illustrated with flames, and diabolical figures 
of all sorts by way of emblem. . 

As I looked narrowly at these objects of religious 
gaze, with a compassion in my heart which might 
have been construed criminal, had it run over fronx 
my eyes, I fancied that the reverend father Hilary 
and his companion brother Ambrose were among 
those who figured in the sugar-loaf caps. Th^ 
passed too near for me to be deceived. What do I 
see Î thought I inwardly i heaven, wearied out with 
the wicked Uves of these two scoundrels, has given 
them up to the justice of the inquisition 1 My whole 
frame trembled at the thought, and my spirits were 
scarcely equal to support me from fs^inting. My 
connection with these knaves, the adventure at 
Xelva, all our pranks in partnership rushed upon my 
memory, and I did not know how sufficiently to 
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th&nk God for having preserved me from St. An« 
drew's crosses and the painted devils on the paper 
caps. 

When the ceremony ^as over, I returned to the 
inn, with my heart sickening at the dreadful sight; 
but painful impressions soon wear away, and I 
thought only of my commission and its due accom- 
plishment. I waited with impatience for play-time, 
as the moment and scene of my commencing ope- 
rations. On the opening of the doors, I repaired to 
the theatre, and took my seat next to a knight of 
Alcantara. We soon got into chat. Sir, said I, the 
players here have been represented to me in very 
favourable terms: may I give credit to general 
report ? The company is not contemptible, replied 
the knight : they have some first-rate performers ; 
among tiie rest, the peerless Lucretia, an actress of 
fourteen, who will astonish you ; and she plays one 
of her best parts to night 

On the drawing up of the curtain, two actresses 
came on, with every advantage of dress and stage 
effect ; but neither of them could possibly be the ob- 
ject of my search. At length Lucretia made her 
appearance at the back scene, and walked forwards 
amidst a thunder of applause. Ah ! this is she in- 
deed ! thought I : and a delicate specimen of love- 
liness, as I am a sinner ! In her very first speech 
«he proved herself a child of nature, with energy and 
conception far above her years ; and the approba- 
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.tion of a provincial audience Was ôonfiitned by lAf 
metropolitan judgment. The knight was happy to 
find I liked her ; and assured me that if I had heard 
her sing, my ears might have rejoiced to the sorrow 
of my heart. Her dancing too he represented afi 
not less formidable to the free-will of lordly man. i 
enquired what youth, blessed as the immortal gods, 
had the exquisite happiness of bringing himself to 
beggary for so sweet a girl. She is under no avowed 
protection, said he; and scandal has not coupled 
her name with private licence : but Lucretia must 
take care of herself ; for she is under the wing of her 
aunt Estella ; and there is not an. actress in the com- 
pany so warmly fledged for hatching the tender pas- 
sions into life. 

At the name of Estella, I enquired with some 
eagerness who she was. One of our best perfono- 
ers, said my informant. She does not play to-night, 
to our great loss ; for her cast is that of abigaila, 
and she humours them 'to perfection. A little too 
broad perhaps ! but that is a fault on the right side. 
From the features of the description, there could be 
no doubt but this must be Laura { that lady so noto- 
. rious in these memoirs, whom I left at Grenada. 

To make assurance double sure, I went behind 
the scenes after the play. There she wasj in the 
gpreen-room, flirting with some men of fashion, who 
probably endured the aunt for the sake of the niece. 
I came up to pay my devotions ; but whim, or peir 
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kaps reireiige for my cuttiiig and running from Gre- 
nada^ determined her to put on the stranger; and 
receive my compliments with so discouraging â 
coldness, as to throw me into some little confusion; 
Instead of laughing it off, I was fool eiioiigh to be 
angry ; and withdrew in a choleric determination to 
veturn neit day. Laura shall smart for this ! said 
I: her niece shall not appear al court ; I will tëH 
the minister that she dances like a she-bear, has 
formed her bravura between the scream of a pea- 
hen and the cackle of a goose, acts like a puppet^ 
and comprehends like sm idiot 

Such was my scheme of revenge ; but it proved 
abortive. Just as I was going out of town, a foot- 
boy brought mé the following note: " Forget and 
forgive, and follow the bearer.** I obeyed, and 
^DÙnd Laura at her dressing table in very elegant 
apartments near the theatre. \J 

She rose to welcome me, saying: Signer 6â Blas^ 
you have every reason to be offended at your reeepi- 
don behind the scenes, which was out of character 
between such old friends ; but I really was most 
abominably disconcerted. Just as you came up, 
one of OUT gentlemen had brought me some scanda- 
lous stories about my niece, whose honour has aK 
ways been dearer to me than my own; On coming 
lo myself, I immediately sent my servant to find yon 
out» with the intention of making you amends to 
day. You have done so already, my dear Laura, 
' v5 
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sùà I : let us therefore talk over old ûmeu» Yoà 
may remember that I left you in a very ticklish pro- 
dicamenty when conscience and the fear of punish- 
ment drore me so precipitately from Grenada. How 
did you get off with your Portuguese lover ? Easily 
enough, answered Laura : do not you know that in 
those cases men are mere fools, and acquit us women 
without even calling for our defence I 
' I faced the marquis of Marialva out, that yott 
were my v^y brother, and drew upon my impudence 
fat the support of my credits Do you not see, said 
I to my Portuguese dupe, that this is all the coui- 
trivance of jealousy and rage ? My rival Narcissa, 
•infuriated at my possession of a heart which she had 
vainly attempted to gain, has bribed the candle^ 
snuffer to assert that he has seen me as Arsenia's 
waiting-w€man at Madrid. It is an abominable 
falsehood; the widow of don Antonio Coello has 
.ali^ays been too high in her notions, to be the 
hanger-on of a theatrical mistress. Besides^ what 
-tûmpletely disproves the whole allegation, is my 
brother's precipitate retreat: if he were here, it 
would be a subject of evidence ; but Narcissa must 
have devised some, stratagem to get him out of the 
way. 

These reasons, continued Laura, were not the 
most convincing in the wc^ld, but they did very well 
for the marquis ; and that good easy nobleman con*- 
tinued his confidence till his return to Portugal. 
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ThU happened soon after your departure; and 
Zapata's wife had the pleasure of seeing me lose 
what she could not win. After this, I staid some 
years longer at Grenada, till the company was 
broken up in consequence of some squabbles, which 
will take place in mimic as well as in real life: some 
went to Seville, others to Cordova ; and I came to 
Toledo, where I have been for these ten years with 
my niece Lucretia, whose performance you must 
have seen last night. 

This was too much to be taken gravely. Laura 
enquired why I laughed. Can that be a question ? 
said I. You have neither brother nor sister, one or 
«ther of which is a necessary ihgredioit in an aunt. 
Besides, when I calculate in my mind the lapse of 
time since our last separation, and compare that 
period with the age of your niece, it is more than 
possiUe that your relationship may be in a nearer 
degree of kin. 

I'understand yon, replied don Antonio's widow, 
widi something like a moral tingebf red in her cheek; 
you are an accurate chronologist I T^re is no garb** 
ling facts in defiance of your memoiy. ' Well then ! 
Lucretia b my daughter by the marquis of Maridva: 
it was extremely wrong, but I cannot conceal it from 
you. The confession must indeed be a shock to 
your modesty, said I, after teUing me yourself what 
pranks you played with the hospital steward at Za» 
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mora. I must tell you moreover that Lucretta is an 
article of so superior a quality, as to render you à 
public benefactor by having throwii her into the 
market. It were to be wished that the stolen em- 
braces of all your fraternity might be blessed with 
fruitfulness, if they could secure to themselves a 
patent for breeding after your sample. 

Should any sarcastic reader, coinparing this pas- 
sage with some circumstances related while I was 
the marquis's secretary, suspect me of being entitled 
to dispute the honours of paternity with that noble- 
man, I blusb to say, that my claims are entirely out 
of the question. 

I laid open my principal adventures to Laura id 
iny turn, as well as the present state of my affairs. 
She listened with interest, and said : Friend Santil-^ 
lane, you seem to play a principal part on the stage 
of the world, and I congratulate you most heartily. 
Should Lucretia be engaged at Madrid, 1 Satter my* 
self, she will find a powerful protector in signor de 
Sàntillane. Doubt it not, answered I : your daugh* 
ter may have hen engagement whenever you please : 
I call ptomise yot^ that, without presuming too much 
on tny interest. I take you at your word, replied 
I^aura^ and would set out to-morrow, were I not 
under articles to this company. An order from 
court will cut the knot of any articles, rejoined I j; 
aiid thïit I take upon myself: yoi\ shall have, it 
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within a week. It is an act of chivalry, to îesctié 
Lucretia from Toledo : such a pretty little actress 
belongs to tbë royal court, as parcel of the nianor. 

Eucretia came into the room just as I was talking 
of her. The goddess Hebe herself neVer l(5oked 
better in her best days : it was nature in the bud, 
exhaling the sweets of her earliest bloom, but pro^ 
mising a more luxuriant waste of treasure. She 
was just up; and her natural beauty, without the 
aid of art, communicated the most rapturous sensa- 
tions. Come, niece, said her mother, thank the 
gentleman for all his kindness to us : he is an old 
friend of mine who ranks high at court, and under- 
takes to get us both an engagement at the theatre 
royal. The little girl seemed to be much pleased, 
and made me a low courtesy, saying with an en- 
chanting smile : I inoat humbly thank you for your 
obliging intention ; but, by taking me from a partial 
audience, are you certain that I shall not be looked 
down upon by that of Madrid ? I may but lose by 
the exchange. I remember hearing my aunt say, 
that she has seen players most favourably received 
ki one town, and hissed off the stage in another : 
this absolutely frightens me; beware therefore of esc- 
posing me to the derision of the court, and yourself 
to its reproaches. Lovely Lucretia, answered I, we 
have neither of us any thing to fear; I am rather ap« 
prehensive lest, by the havoc you will make among 
heartSy you should excite rivalships and kindl<$ dia-: 
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cord among the courtiers. My mece*8 fears, said 
Laara, are better founded than yours ; but I hope 
they will both prove vain : however feeble may be 
Lucretia*8 charms of person, her talents as an actress 
are at least above mediocrity. 

We continued the conversation for some time : 
and I could gather, from Lucretia's share in it, that 
she was a girl of superior talents. On taking leave, 
I assured them that they should immediately receive 
a summons to Madrid^ 



CHAPTER IL 

SantiUane makes his report to the minister^ who 
. commissions him to send for Lucretia. The first 
appearance of that actress before the cowrie 

Ok my return, I found my lord duke impatient to 
be informed of my success. Have you seen her t 
said he : is she worth transplanting ? A{y lord, .an- 
swered I, fame, which generally runs beyond all 
discretion in its report of beauty, has erred on the 
side of parsimony in its estimate of the matchless 
ypung Lucretia; she ia all that youthful poets fancyi 
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mheA they feign, for personal attractions, and all 
that veteran managers seek when they sign articles, 
in scenic qualifications. 

Is it possible? es^claimed the minister with a 
satisfaction which involuntarily peeped out at his 
eyes, apd made me think he had . some selfish 
hankerings after the article of my marketbg at 
Toledo; Is it possible? and is she really so charm^ 
ing a creature ? When you see her, replied I, you 
will own that any verbal picture of her perfections 
must be altogether inadequate to their due descrip- 
tion. His excellency then requiring a minute 
account of my journey, I gave him all the particu- 
lars, not excepting Laura's story, and Lucretia's 
pareptage» His lordship was delighted at the latter 
jsircunjystance, and enjoine.d. me, with a cordial com- 
pliment on my, skill in such delicate négociations, 
.to finish as auspiciously as I had began my under» 
taking. 

I went to look fot Camero, and told him that it 
was his excellency's pleasure he should make out an 
order for the admission of Estella and Lucretia, ao 
tresses frbm the Toledo theatre, into his majesty's 
company. Say you so, signor de Satttiltahe? aa^ 
swered Camero with a sajcastic leer ; you' shall not 
be kept long in suspense, since you ^ke so marked 
an interest in the fortunes of these two ladies. He 
expedited the order in my presence, and WithilL a 
week the mother and daughter sent me notice of 
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iheir arrival. I immediately hastened to their lodg^ 
iQg near the theatre, and after an interchange of 
thanks on their part, and assurances of continued 
iBupport on mine, left them with my best wishes for 
à brilliant career of success^ 

Their names were announced in the bills as two 
new actresses, engaged by the special mandate ot 
the court. They made their first appearance in a 
play, which they had been accustomed to perform 
in at Toledo with loud and unanimous applause. 

Novelty is the very life and soul of theatrical en- 
tertainments. The house was uncommonly crowded, 
and I of course was among the audience. I was 
rather frightened before the curtain drew up. Pre- 
judiced as* I was in favour of the candidates, my 
fdarm was in proportion to my interest. But when 
.once they were fairly on the boards, the din of weU 
come quieted all iny apprehensions. Estella was 
considered as a first-rate actress in comic parts, and 
Lucretia as a female Roscius in heroines and love- 
sick damsels. But the love which she feigned hei*^ 
«elf^ she really kindled in the hearts of the spectators* 
Some admired the beauty of her eyes, others were 
touched with the plaintive sweetness of her voice, 
taid all, bowing to the triumph of youth, vivacity, 
and elegance, wçnt away in raptures with her 
perscMi. 

My lord duke, who took an uncommon interest 
an this theatrical event, was at the play that evening. 
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, I'saw him leave his box at the end of tlie piece, witji 
evident approbation of our new performers. Ctirioiui 
to know whether they equalled his expectations^ I 
followed him home, and into his closet, saying: 

. Well, my lord, is your excellency well pleased with 
little Marialva ? My excellency, answered he with 
a sly smile, must be very difficult to be pleased, not 
to confirm the public voice : yes, indeed, my good 
friend, I am enraptured with your Lucretia> and 
firmly believe that the king will not see her without 
emotion. 



CHAPTER III. 



Lucretia^s popularity ^ her appearance before the 
king y his passion^ and its consequences. 

Great was the noise about the court onr this 
double aequiskion to the theatre; it became the 
topic of conversation next day at the king's levee. 
The young Lucretia was most in the mouths of the 
nobility, who described her so feelingly, that his 
majesty could not but imbibe the impression, though 
he was too politic to express his interest either ii^ 
words or by looks. 

To make amends for that restraint, he questioned 
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the minister as soon as he was alone with him, who 
stated the success of a young actress from Toledo 
on the evening before. Her name, added he, is 
Lucretia ; and it is really a pity that ladies of her 
profession should ever have been christened by any 
less chaste appellative. She is an acquaintance of 
Santillane, who spoke so highly of her, that I thought 
it right to engage her for your majesty's company. 
The king smiled at the mention of my name, recol- 
lecting perhaps through what channel he became 
acquainted with Catalina, and foreboding a like as- 
sistance on the present occasion. Count, said he to 
the minister, I mean to see this Lucretia act to-mor- 
row ; and will thank you to let her know it. 

I was of course sent with this intelligence to the 
two actresses. Great news ! said I to Laura, whom 
I saw first : you will have the sovereign of the Spa- 
nish monarchy among your audience to-morrow, as 
the minister has desired me to inform you. I cannot 
doubt but you will both of you do your best to 
prove yourselves worthy of a royal command : but I 
would advise you to choose a piece with music and 
dancing, that all Lucretia*s accomplishments may be 
displayed at one view. We will take your counsel, 
answered Laura, and it shall not be our faults if his 
majesty is disappointed. That can scarcely happen, 
said I, seeing Lucretia come into the room in an 
undress, which shewed her person to more advaor 
tage than all the wardrobe of the theatre : he will be 
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the more deligbted with your lovely niece, bee^iiise 
dancing and music are his principal pleasureis : he 
may even be tempted to throw her the handkerchief. 
I do not at all wish, replied Laura, that he should 
be that way inclined ; all-powerful monarch as h^ 
is, he might not find the accomplishment of his 
desires so easy* Lucretia, though brought up be- 
hind the scenes, is not vnthout virtuous principles ; 
whatever pleasure she may take in applause and 
professional reputation, she had much rather pre- 
serve the character of a good girl, than establish 
that of a great actress. 

Aunt, said little Marialva, joining in the conver- 
sation, why conjure up monsters only to lay them 
again? I shall never be at a loss to repel the king's 
advances^ because his taste is too refined to stoop 
so low. But, chaiming Lucretia, said I, if such a 
thing should happen, would you be cruel enough to 
let him languish like a common lover? Why not? 
answered she. Setting virtue aside, my vanity 
would be more flattered by my own resistance, than 
by the tribute of his affection. I was not a Httle 
surprised to hear a pupil of Laura*s school talk so 
properly, and to find that with so free an education 
she imbibed such unusual principles of morality. 
, The king, impatient to see Lucretia, went to the 
play next evening. The piece was got up with 
music and dancing, to shew our young actress off 
to the best advants^e. My eyes were fixed on his 
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mijest^ ; but hé completely eluded' mypenetratica 
by an obstinate gravity. On the following day, the 
. minister said ; Santillane, I have just been with the 
king, who has been talking about Lucretia, with so 
much animation, that I doubt not but he is smitten : 
and, as I told him that you had sent for her from 
Toledo» he expressed a wish to confer with you in 
private on the subject: orders are given for your 
admittance ; run, and bring me back an account of 
what passes. 

I flew to the palace, and found the king alone. 
He was walking up and down, in much apparent 
.perplexity. He put sevelral questions to me about 
;IiUcretià, made me relate her history, and then asked 
whether the little-jade had not been tampering with 
, chastity already. I boldly assured him to the con- 
trary, though such pledges were somewhat hazard- 
ous in general; but mine was taken, and gave the 
prince much pleasure. If so, replied he„ I select 
you for my agent with Lucretia; let her become 
acquainted with her triumph from your lips. He 
then put a box of jewels into my hand, worth fifty 
thousand crowns, with a message begging her ac- 
ceptance of them, and promising more substantial 
proofs of his affection. 

Before I went on this errant, I reported progress 
to my lord duke. That minister, I thought, would 
be more vexed than rejoiced at it ; supposing that 
he had \m own. views of gallantry towards Lucreti^, 
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and would learn with regret the rivalship of his 
master; but I was mistaken. Far from appearing 
chagrined, his joy was so excessive, that it would 
ooze out at his tongue, in words which were not 
quite lost on the hearer. ''Indeed, friend Philip! 
then I have you in my clutches : while your plea- 
sures lead you, your business must be left to mç !". 
This side speech explained to me the plot; an 
amorous prince, and a long-headed minister ! My 
orders were to execute my commission as speedily 
as possible, with the assurance that the first lord in 
the land would be proud to stand in my shoes. 
Besides, there was no pimp of rank, as in the for- 
mer case, to seize the profit and leave the inf«ny 
with me ; the honour and emolument were now ex- 
clusively my own. 

Thus did his excellency relish the ingredients of 
pandarism to my palate; and I tastedthem with the 
greediness, but not without the qualms of an epi- 
cure; for since my imprisonment I had become, 
regenerate, and did not take pride in dirty work, 
because my employer washed his hands in perfumed 
water. But though conscience was awake, interest 
was not asleep. I was no longer a villain for tha 
fun of it ; but my compliance would confirm my 
footing with the minister, and him it was my duty, 
at all events to please. 

My first appeal was to Laura in private. L 
opened the négociation delicately, and presented^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



274 OIL BLAS. 

my credentiftls in the form of the jewel-box. The 
lady was thrown off her guard by the display.. 
Signor Gil Blas> cried she, you are one of my oldest 
friends, and I must not play the hypocrite : strait- 
Itured morals are inconsistent with the discipline of 
my sect. Nothing can be more delightful to me 
than a conqliest, which throws . such a game into 
Qiur hands. But, between oursely^, I am afraid 
Lucretia is not so enlightened as we are : though 
a daughter of Thalia, she has taken the better-, 
behaved goddesses for her school-inistresses, and- 
given a rebuff to two young noblemen of amiable 
manners and large fortunes. They were not 
kings, you will say : and truly we may hope that 
Lucretia*s virtue will be too undisciplined to stand a 
royal siege : but you must remember^ the event is 
hazardous, and I shall not interpose my authority 
to compel her.. If, far from thinking herself .'ho-r 
noured by the fleeting passion of the king, she 
should revolt from his advances with disdain, let. 
not our illustrious sovereign be offended at her re- 
serve. But do you come back hither to morrow, 
and carry back either the jewels, or a return of 
ejection. 

I had no doubt but Laura would tutor Lucretia in 
the school of fimersex*ving morality, and depended 
much on her instruction. It was therefore np small 
surprise to find, that Laura worked as much against 
wind and tide, to launch her daughter into the 
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trade-wii^d of evil, as other maternal pilots to set 
the sails of theirs in the contrary monsoon of good ; 
and what is still more unaccountable, Lucretia^ after 
tasting of royal delights, was so completely surfeited, 
with the banquet as to throw herself at once into the 
arms of the church, where she professed, feU /sick^ 
and died of grief. Laura, disconsolate for the loss 
of her daughter, and the part she herself had acted 
in the tragedy, retired into a conyent of female 
penitents, and did penance for the unhallowed 
pleasures of her former life. The king was affected 
by his sudden loss, but soon found comfort in some 
other pursuit. The premier talked little on the sub^ 
jçct, but thought so much the more ; as the reader 
will easily believe. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Santillane in a new office. 

My. feelings were all alive to Lucretia*s ill fiette^ 
and my own infamy in having contributed to it. 
The royal wants of the lover were no excuse for my 
taking the post of cheapener, and I determined to 
resign the sta€f of office in that department, entreat- 
ing the minister to employ me in some other. He 
was charmed with my nice sense of honour, and 
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promised to >comply with my scruples, laying open 
his inmost heart in the following speech. 

Some years before I was in office, chance threw 
me across a lady of such shape and beauty, as 
induced me to trace her home. I learnt that she 
was a Genoese, by name donna Margarita Spinohl, 
supporting herself at Madrid on the income arising 
fh>m her beauty. It was reported that'don Francisco 
de Valéasar, an officer about the court, a rich man, 
an old man, and a married man, laid out his money 
Tcry freely on this hazardous speculation. These 
rumours ought to have deterred me ; but they only 
whetted my desires to share with Valéasar. To 
gain my end, I had recourse to a female broker of 
tenderness, who adjusted the terms of a private 
interview with the Genoese ; and the price current 
being settled, the traffic was frequently repeated ; it 
was an open market for my rival and me ; or possibly 
for many other bidders. 

Let that be as it may, a choice boy was in the 
fullness of time produced to the club, and the 
mother complimented every member individually in 
private with the credit: but we were each of us too 
modest to acknowledge a bantling, which had so 
probable a claim upon a better father ; so that the 
Gei^oese was compelled to maintain him on the 
{Arofits of her profession : this she did for eighteen 
years, and dying at the end of that period, has left * 
her SOB without a farthing, and what is worse, with- 
out an idea or an accomplishments 
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8ucli> conthioed his lordskip, is the confidetiee I 
fiieant to repose m you, and I shall now lay open 
the great design I have formed, to draw this unfor- 
tunate child from his obscurity, reverse the colour 
of his âtte, raise «him to the highest honours, and 
acknowledge him as my son. 

At so euctravagant a project it was impossible not 
to be open-mouthed. What, sir, exclaimed I, can 
your excellency have adopted so strange a resolu- 
tion ? Excuse my freedom ; but my zeal cannot 
restrain itself. You will be of my mind, replied he 
with eagerness, when I shall have explained to you 
my motives. I have no mind that my estates should 
descend in the collateral line. You will tell me, 
that I am not so dd a» to despair of having children 
by madame d*01ivan^e. But efvery one is best judge 
of his own condition : know therefore that there is 
not â receipt in the whole extent of chemistry which 
I have not tried, but without effect, to appear once 
again in the character of a father. Wherefore, 
since fortune, stepping in to cover the defects of na- 
ture, presents me with a child whose parent after all 
I may actually be, he is mine by adoption ; that is a 
settled point* 

When I found the minister determined^ I no 
longer argued against his resolution, as knowing him 
to be a man who would rather do a foolish act of 
his own, than adoptt a wise suggestion of another. 
It only remains now, added he, to educate don 

VOL. IV. o 
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Henry Philip de Guzmain ; for by that name I int^d 
)iim to be known in the worlds till the time arrives 
when he may aspire to higher • dignities. You, my 
dear Santillane, I have chosen to superintend hi^ 
conduct : I have full confidence in your talents and 
friendship, to regulate his household, direct hia 
studies, and make him an accomplished gentleman. 
I would willingly have declined the office, as never 
having exer-cised the craft pf a pedagogue, which 
required much more genius and solidity than mine ; 
but lie shut niy piouth by saying it was his absolute 
determination that I should be tutor to this adopted 
son, whom he designed for the first offices of the 
monarchy. As a bribe for my compliance, his lord- 
ship increased my little income with a pension of a 
thousand crowns on the commandery of Mambra. 



CHAPTER V. 

The son of ifte Oenoese is acknowledged hy a legal 
instrument, and named don Henr^ Philip de 
Guzman, SantUlane establishes his household, 
and arranges the course of his studies. 

The act of adopticm was soon legalized with thfe 
king*s consent and good pleasure. Don Henry 
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Fhilip de duzman, as this descendant from a com-f 
mittee of fathers was named, became acknowledged 
successor to the earldom of Olivarez and the duchy 
of San Lucar. The minister, to give the act all pos-* 
sible publicity, communicated it through Carnero to 
the ambassadors and grandees of Spain, who were 
somewhat startled. The jokers of Madrid were not 
insensible to the ridicule, and the satirical poets 
made their harvest of so fine a subject for their pen. 

I asked my lord duke where my pupil was. Here 
in town, answered he, with ah aunt from whom I 
jihall remove him as soon as you have got a house 
ready. This I did immediately, and furnished it 
ïnagnificently. When my establishment was com- 
plete in servants and officers, his excellency sent for 
this equivocal production, diis spurious offset from 
the renowned stock of the Guzmans, The lad wa9 
tall and personable. Don Henry, said his lordship 
pointing to me, this gentleman is to be your tutor 
and introduce you into the world : he has my entire 
confidence, and an unlimited authority over you. 
After much good advice, and many compliments to 
me, the minister retired, and I took don Henry 
home. 

As soon as we got thither, I introduced him to 
his household, and explained the nature of each 
individuaFs employment. He did not seem at all 
disconcerted at the change of circumstances, but 
received the obeisances of his dependants, as if he 
o2 
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had been a lord by natqre, imd npt by cbaiice. He 
was not without mothej-wit, but ignorant in a de* 
plorable degree : be could scarcely read and write. 
I gave bim masters for tbe I^aijn grammar, geogra- 
pby, bistory, and fencing. A dancing-mastar of 
course was not forgotten : but in an affair of the 
first consequence, selection was difficult; for tbei« 
were more eoKÎnent profesjsors of tbat art in Madrid^ 
tban of all the languages and sciences put together. 
While I was p(mdering on this dffîculty, a maa 
gaudily dressed came into, the court-yard, and en- 
quired for me. I went d^wn, supposing him to be 
at least a knight of som^ military or privileged order. 
Signer de Santillane, said he, with a profusion of 
bows which anticipated his line in life, I am come 
to offer you my services as don Henry-s governed. 
My name is Martin ligero, and I have, thank hea- 
ven, some reputation in tbe world. I have no occa-> 
sion to canvas for scholars : that is all very well foT 
petty dioicing-masters I My custom is to wait till I 
am sent for ; but being a sprt of appendage to the 
house of Guzman, and hçi^ving taught its various 
branches for a long period» I thought it a point of 
respect to wait on you first. I perceive, answered 
I, that you are just tbe i^an we want. What are 
your terms? Four double pistoles a month, an* 
swered bej and I give but two lessons a week* 
Four doubloons a month ! cried I; that is an exor* 
bitant price, fjiorbitant ! rejoined he with astonishr 
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ment: why it is not more than eight times as much 
as you would give to a mathematical master or a 
Qreek professor. 

There was no resisting so ludicrous a comparison 
of merit; I laughed outright^ and asked Bignor 
Ligero whether he really thought his talents worth 
more than those of the first proficients in learning 
and science. Most assuredly, said he : at least if 
you measure our pretensions by their respective 
utility. What sort of machines may those be which 
are fashioned under their hands ? Jointless puppets, 
unlicked cubs, open-mouthed and impenetrable 
shell-fish : but our lessons supple and render pliant 
the intractable stifihess of their component parts, 
and bring them insensibly into shape : in short, we 
communicate to them a graceful motion, a polite 
address, the carnage of good company, and the 
outward marks of elevated rank. 

I could not but give way to such cogent argu- 
«nents in favour of the dancing^master's occupation, 
and engaged him about don Henry's person, with- 
out haggling as to terms, since those specified were 
only at the rate established by the leading professors 
of die art. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Scipi&s return from New Spain, Gil Bias places 
him about don Henry* s person. That young no- 
hlemans course of study. His career of honour, 
and his fathers matrimonial speculation on his 
behalf A patent of nobility conferred on Git 
Bias against his wilt 

Ï HAD not yet half arranged don Henrys house-* 
hold, when Scipio returned from Mexico. He 
brought with him three thousand ducats in cash^ 
and merchandize to double the amount. I^wish you 
joy, said I : the foundation of your fortune is laid ; 
and if you prefer a snug birth at Madrid to the risk 
of going back, you. have only to tell me so. Ther* 
is no question about thaty said the son ©f Cosclina : 
a genteel situation at home is far preferable to & 
«econd voyage. 

' After relating the birth and adventures of the 
little adopted Guzman, and my own appointment as 
tutor, I offered him the situation of upper servant Jtp 
this babe of chance: Scipio, who could have devised 
nothing better for himself, readily accepted the 
office, and within the small space of three or four 
days got the length of his new master's foot. 

I had taken it for granted that the verb-grinders 
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and concôrd-inanufacturers to whom I had given 
tiie plant of this Genoese bastard would lose stock 
and blocks under the idea that hè was of an intrac- 
table and profitless age : but my forebodings were 
completely reversed. He not only comprehended, 
but easily retained the lessons of his masters^ and 
they were very well satisfied with him. I was in an 
enormous hurry to greet the ears of my lord duke 
with this intelligence; and he received it with abun- 
dant joy. Santillane, exclaimed he with delight, 
you give me new life by the assurance of don 
Henry*s capacity and application: it runs in the 
blood of the Ouzmans; and I am the more confirmed 
in his being unquestionably my own, because I am 
just as fond of him as if madame d'Olivarez herself 
had lain in of the brat in due form under this very 
roof. The voice of nature, you perceive, will make 
itself heard* I thought it unnecessary to give hid 
lordship any opinion on that subject; but with a 
delicate deference to his credulity, left him to enjoy 
his fancied paternity in peace, whether well or ill 
founded. 

Though all the Guzmans held this clod of newly 
turned up nobility in utter scorn, they were politic 
enough to smooth over the corrugations of their 
contempt; nay, some of them even affected to lan- 
guish for his good opinion : the ambassadors and 
principal nobility then at Madrid waited on him, 
with ^l\ the ceremony appertaining to the rank of a 
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legkimale son. The miatsCor, intoxicateé widi ffa^ 
fiuaes of ineeBM offered to hi» idol, began to bQild 
a temple worthy of tiie wovship. The cross of 
Alcantara was the foundatioD> widi a coiimand«ry 
of tea thousand crowns. The nect step was to a 
high office in the royal household, and the coinpie-^ 
tion of the wliole was matrimony. Widiing to 
connect him with a family of the firat rank, ho 
picked out donna Johanna de Velasco, daughter to 
the duke of Castile, and had influence enough to 
accomplish the alliance, though against the will of 
the duke and of all his kindred. 

Some days before the nuptûd ceremony, his lord* 
ship put some papers into my hand, saying : Hèrs> 
Gil Bias, is a patent of nobility which I have pro- 
cured as the reward of your services. My loml^ 
answered I, in much astonishment, your excellency 
knows very well that I am the son of an usher and 
a duenna: it would be caricaturing Ûie peerage to 
confer it on me; and' besides, of all the boons in his 
majesty's power to bestow, it is that which I deserve 
and desire the least. Your birth, replied the ndnis'- 
ter, is a slight objection. You have been employed 
on affairs of state under the duke of Lerma's B,d* 
ministration and under mine: besides, added he 
with a smile, have you not rendered some thing» to 
Cœsar, which Cœsar is bound, on the honour of a 
prince, to render back in another shape ? To deal 
candidly, Santillane, you will meJce just as good a 
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lofd tM the'l^ of llretfl : nay, more Ûaca thaC, your 
higli office about my sou is incompatible iwith ple^ 
beian rank, and therefore have I procured you to h€ 
created. Since your excellency will have it so, 
replied I, there is no more to be said. So sajring 
no more, I put my new blown honours in my pocket 
and walked off. 

Now can T make any Joan a lady ! said I to my- 
self when I had got into the street : but it was not 
the handy-work of my parents that made ine a gen- 
tleman. I may add a foot of honour to my name 
whenever I please ; and if any of my acquaintance 
should snuff or snigger when they call me don, I 
may suck my teeth, lean upon my elbow^ and draw 
out my credentials of ha:aldry. But let' us see wiiat? 
they contain ; and how the corpdresd' pwtieles^ 
which have accrued during my artifidal' oôstac* 
with the court, are distinguished by geoealdgicalr 
metaphysics from the native clay of my^ original 
extraction. The instrument ran thus in substance : 
That the làïig in acknowledgment of my zeal in 
more than one instance for his service and the good 
of the state, had been graciously pleased to confer 
this mark of distinction on me« I may safely say 
that the itecollection of the act for which I was pro. 
moted effectually kept down my pride. Neiger 
did the bashfulness of low birth ever forsake me ; 
so that nobility to me was like a hair siiirt to a 
penitent: I determined therefore to lock up Ûût 
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evidences of my shame ip a private drawer» instead 
of blazoning them to dazzle the eyes of the foojish 
or corrupts 



CHAPTER VII. 



An accidental meeting between Gil Bias and Fa-* 
bricio. Their last conversation together^ and a 
word to the wise from Nunez, 

The poet of the Asturias, as the reader^ if he 
thought of him, may have remarked, was very neg- 
ligent in his intercourse with me. It was not to be 
expected, that my employments would leave m& 
time to go and look after him. I had not seen him 
since the critical discussion touching the Iphigeni» 
of Euripides, when chance threw me across him, as 
he came out of a printing-house. I accosted him, 
saying: So! so! master Nunez, you have got among 
the printers: this looks as if we were threateiiedi 
with some new production. 

You may indeed prepare yourselves for such an 
event, answered he: I have a pamphlet just ready 
for publication which is likely to make some noise 
in the. Uteraiy world. There can be no questiojo^ 
about its merit, replied I; but I cannot conceive why 
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yoir waste your time in writing pamphlets : it sbould^ 
seem as if such squibs and rockets were scarcely 
worth the powder expended in their manufacture^ 
It is very true, rejoined Fabricio : and I am well 
aware that none but the most vulgar gazers are 
caught by such holiday fireworks: however, this 
single one has escaped me, and I must own that it 
is a child of necessity. Hunger, as you know, will 
bring the wolf out of the forest. 

What! exclaimed I, is it the author of the ^' Count 
of Saldagna'* who holds this language ? A man with 
' an annuity of two thousand crowns ? Gently, my 
friend, interrupted Nunez : I am no longer a pen- 
sioned poet The affairs of the treasurer don Ber- 
trand are all at sixes and sevens : he has been at the 
gaming table, and played with the public money : 
an extent has issued, and my rent-charge is gone 
posthaste to the devil. That is a sad afiair, ^aid I : 
but may not matters come round again in that 
quarter ? No chance of it, answered he : signor 
Gomez del Ribero, in plight as destitute as that of 
his poot bard, is sunk for ever ; nor can he, as they 
s&y> by any possible contrivance be set afioat again. 

In that case, my good friend, replied I, we must 
look out for some post which may make you amends 
for the loss of your annuity. I will ease your con- 
science on that score, said he : though you should 
offer me the wealth of the Indies as a salary in one 
pf your offices, I would .reject. the. boon.: clerkships 
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are no objeet to a partner in the finn of Ûie Mosev r 
a litenury birth, or absidnte starvation for jomr 
humble servant ! If you must have it plump, I was 
bora to live and die a poet, aiui the man whose 
destiny is hanging will never be drowned. 

But do not suppose, continued he, that we are 
altogether foriom and destitute: bendes Iha^^we 
accommodate the requisites of independence to our 
finances, we do not look hx beyond bur noses in cal- 
cidating the average of our fortunes. It is insinuated 
that we often dine with the most abstemious ordiers 
of the religious; but our sanctity in this particular 
is too credulously imputed. There is not one of my 
brother wits, without excepting the calculators of 
almanacs, who has not a pHate laid fbr him at some 
substantial table : for my own part, I have ^e run 
of two good houses. To the master of one I have 
dedicated a romance ; and he is the first commis^- 
sioner of taxes, who was ever associated wiUi the 
Muses : the oâier is a rich tradesman in Madrid, 
whose lust is to get wits about him ; he is not nice 
in his choice, and this town fumishes abundance to 
those who value wit more by quantity tiian^ quality; 

Then I no longer feel for you, said I to the poet 
of the Asturias, since you are satisfied in your con- 
dition. But be that as it may, I assure you once 
more, that? you have a friend in Gil Bias, however 
yon may slight him : if you want my purse, cmne 
and take it: it will not fail you at a pinch; and 
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you must not stand between me and my sincere 
friendship. 

By that burst of sentiment^ exclaimed Nunez, I 
know and thank my friend Santillane : in return, let 
me give you a salutary caution. While my lord 
duke is in his meridian, and you are all in all with 
him, reap, bind, and gather in your harvest: when 
the sun set&, the gleaners are sent home. I asked 
Fabric!» whether his suspicions were surely founded 7 
and he returned me this answer. My informatioa 
comes from an old knight of Calatrava, who pokes 
his nose into secrets of all sorts ; his authority passes 
current at Madrid, much as that of the Pythiaa 
newsmongers did Uirough Ghreece; and thus his 
oracle was pronounced in my hearings My lord 
duke has- a host of enemies in battle array agsdnst 
him ; he reckons toe securely upon his influence 
with the king ; for his majesty, as the report- gees,, 
begins to take in hostile representations with pati** 
ence. I thanked Nunea for his friendly warning, 
but without much faith in his prediction: for my 
master's authority seemed rooted in the court, like 
the tempest^scoffing firmness of an oak in the native 
soil of the forest 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Gil Bias Jinds that Fahricios hint was not without 
foxindation. The king's journey to Saragossa. 

The poet of the Asturias was no bad politician. 
There was a court plot against the duke, with the 
queen at the bottom; but their plans were too 
deeply laid to bubble at the surface. During the 
space of a whole year, my simplicity was insensible 
to the brewing of the tempest. 

The revolt of the Catalans, with France at their 
back, and the ill success of the war for their sup- 
pression, excited the murmurs of the people, and 
whetted their tongues against government, A coun- 
cil was held in the royal presence, and the marquis 
de Grana, the emperor's ambassador, was specially 
requested to assist. The subject in debate was whe- 
ther the king should remain in Castile, or go and 
take the command of his troops in Arragon. The 
minister spoke first, and gave it as his opinion that 
his majesty should not quit the seat of governments 
All the members supported his arguments, with the 
exception of the marquis de Grana, whose whole 
heart was with the house of Austria, and the senti- 
ments of his soul on the tip of his tongue, after the 
homely honesty of his nation. He argued so forci- 
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bly against the minister, that the king embraced hià 
opinion from conviction, though contrary to the vote 
of council, and fixed the day when he would set out 
for the army. 

This was the*first time that ever the sovereign had 
differed from his favourite : and the latter considered 
it as an inexpiable affront. Just as the minister was 
withdrawing to his closet, there to bite upon the 
bridle, he espied me, called me in, and told me with 
much discomposure what had passed in debate: 
Yes, Santillane, obseiTed he, the king, who for the 
last twenty years has spoken only through my mouth 
and seen with my eyes, is now to be wheedled over 
by Grana ; and that on the score of zeal for the 
house of Austria ; as if that German had a more 
Austrian soul in his body than myself. 

Hence it is easy to perceive, continued the mi- 
nister, that there is a strong party against me, with 
the queen at the head. Heaven forbid it I said I. 
Has not the queen for upwards of twelve years been 
accustomed to your paramount authority, and have 
you not taught the king the knack of not consulting 
her ? The desire of making a campaign may for 
once have enlisted his majesty on the side of the 
marquis de Gi*ana. Say rather that the king, argued 
my lord duke, will be surrounded by his principal 
officers when in camp ; and then the disaffected wiU 
find their opportunity for poisoning him against my 
administration. But they overreach themselvesr;.for 
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I shall completely insulate the prince ftom all their 
approaches : and so he did, in a manner which, for 
example, deserves not to be passed over. 

The day of the king*s departure being arrived, Ûk% 
monarch leaving the queen regent, proceeded for 
Saragossa by way of Aranjnez; a delightful resi- 
dence, where he whiled away three weeks. Cuença 
was die next stage, where the minister detained him 
still longer by a succession of amusements. A 
hunting party was contrived at Molina in Arragon, 
and hence there was no choice of road but to Sara- 
gossa. The army was near at hand, and die king 
was preparing to review it : but his keeper sickened 
him of the project, by making him believe diat he 
would be taken by the French, who were in force iii 
the neighbourhood : so that he was cowed by a 
groundless apprehension, and consented to be a 
jmsoner in his own court. The minister^ from an 
affectionate regard to his safety, secluded him from 
all approach ; so that the principal nobility, who had 
equipped themselves at enormous charges to be 
about his person, could not even procure an occa- 
sional audience. Philip, weary of bad lodgings and 
worse recreation at Saragossa, and perhapa feeling 
himself scarcely his own master, soon returned to 
Madrid; Thus ended the royal campaign, imd the 
care of maiiitaiiiing Ùke honour of the Spanirii 
colon» was left to the marquis de los Velez, com- 
mander in chief. • 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The revolution of Portugal, and disgrace of the prime 
mimster, 

A FEW days after the Idng's retttrn, an aiarming 
rep<nt preraUed at Madrid, that the Portuguese, 
considering the Catalan revolt as an opportunity of« 
fered them by fortune for throwing off the Spanish 
yoke, had taken arms; and chosen the duke of Bra* 
ganza for their king, with a full determination of 
supporting him on the throne. In this they conceived 
that they did not reckon without their host ; because 
Spain was then embroiled in Germany, Italy, Flan-» 
ders, and Catalonia. They could not in fact^havs 
hit upon a crisis more favourable for their ddiver* 
ance from so galling a yoke. 

It was a strange circumstance, that while Ibodi 
eourt and city were struck with consternation at the 
news; my lord duke attempted to joke with the king, 
and make the duke of Braganza his butt : Philip, 
howefver, far from falling in with this ilUtimed plea- 
santry, assumed a serious air, of ill omen to the 
minister, who felt his seat to totter under him. The 
queen was now his declared enemy, and openly ac- 
cused him of having caused the revolt of Portugal 
by his misconduct. The nobility in general, and es- 
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pecially those who had been at Saragossa, when 
they saw a cloud gathering about the minister, 
joined the queen's party:* but the decisive blow 
was the return of the duchess dowager of Mantua 
from her government of Portugal to Madrid ; for she 
proved clearly to the kings conviction, that the 
counsels of his own cabinet produced the revolution. 
His majesty, deeply impressed with what he had 
heard, was now completely recovered from every 
symptom of partiality towards his favourite. The 
minister, finding that his enemies wete in possession 
of the royal ear, wrote for permission to resign hi^ 
employments, and retire from court, since all the 
political mischances of the time were ascribed to his 
personal delinquency. He expected a letter lik& 
this to produce a wonderful effect, reckoning as he 
did upon the prince's private friendship, which could 
scarcely brook a separation : but his majesty's an*- 
swer undeceived him, by laconically complying with 
his ostensible wish to withdraw. 

Such a sentence of banishment, in the king's owa 
. hand- writing, came like a thunder-storm in harvest: 
but though destruction to his long-cherished hopes^ 
he affected the serene look of constancy, and asked 
me what I would do in his circumstances. I would 
drive before the wind, said I ; renounce the ungrate^ 

• At length his sovereign frowns— the train of state 
Marie the keen glance, and watch the sign to hate. 

Johnson* s Imitation ofJuvenaVs Tenth Satire 
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ftil court, and pass the remainder of my days in 
peace on my own estate. You counsel wisely, re- 
plied my master ; and I shall set out for Loeches, 
there to finish my career, after one more interview 
with his majesty : for I could wish just to convince 
him that I have done what man can do to support 
the heavy load of state upon my shoulders; and that 
it was not within the compass of possibility to pre- 
vent the unfortunate events which are imputed to 
me as a crime. It were equally reasonable to charge 
the pilot with the wrecking fury of the storm, and 
make him answerable for the uncontrouled power of 
the elements. Thus did the minister inwardly flat- 
ter himself, that he should set things to' rights again, 
and once more fix firm the seat which was shaking 
under him : but he could not procure an audience, 
and was even commanded to resign his key of private 
admission into his majesty's closet. 

This last requisition convinced him that there was 
no hope ; and he now made up his mind in earnest 
for retirement. He looked over his papers, and had 
the prudence to bum a great number: he then 
selected a small household for his retreat, and pub- 
licly announced his departure for the next day. 
Apprehending insult from the mob, if the time and 
manner of his setting out were public, he escaped 
early in the morning through the kitchens out at the 
back door, got into a shabby, hired carriage with his 
jçonfessor and me, and reached in safety the road 
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leading to Loeches, a village oa his own estate» 
where his countess had founded a magnificent coa- 
vent of Dominican nuns. 



CHAPTER X. 



A difficulty but successful weaning fnmi the world* 
The miHister*s employments in his retreat. 

Madame d*01ivarez staid behind her husband 
some few days, with the intention of tiyihg what 
her tears and entreaties might do towards his recal ; 
but in vain did she prostrate herself before then: 
majesties : the king paid not the least attention tb 
her pleadings and remonstrances, though artfully 
adapted for effect; and the queen, who hated her 
mortally, took a savage pleasure in her tears. The 
minister's lady, however, was not easily discouraged : 
she stooped so low as to solicit their good offices 
from the ladies of the bed-chamber ; but the fruit of 
all this meanness was only the sad conviction, that 
it excited more contempt than pity. Heart-brokeb 
at haviiig degraded herself by supplications so hu- 
miliating, and yet so unavailing, she departed to her 
husband, and mourned with him the loss of a situa*. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OIL BLAfl. ^7 

Moù, which under a reign like that of I^ilip ib^ 
Fourth^ was little short of sovereign power. 

The accounts her ladyship brought from Madiid 
were wormwood to the duke. Your enemies, ssôd 
she, sobbing, with the duke of Medina Celi at their 
head, are loud in the king*s praises for your removal; 
and the people triumph in yoar disgrace with an in« 
soient joy, as if the cloud of adversity were to be 
dispelled by the breath which dissolved your admi- 
nistration. Madam, said my master, follow my ex* 
ample; suppress your discontent: we must drive 
before the storm, when we cannot weather it I did 
think, indeed, that my favour would only be eclipsed 
with the lamp of life : a commcm illusion of ministers 
and favourites, who forget that they breathe but at 
Ihe good pleasure of their sovereign. Was not the 
duke of Lerma as much mistaken as myself^ though 
fondly relying on his purple, as a pledge for the last- 
ing tenure of his authority ? 

Tl^us did my lord duke preach patience to the 
partner of his cares, while his own bosom heaved 
under the. direst pressure of anxiety. The frequent 
dispatches from don Henry, who was staying about 
the court to pick up information, kept him continu-* 
ally on the fret. Scipio was the messenger ; for he 
was still about the person of that young nobleman, 
though I had relinquished my post on his marriage. 
Sometimes we heard of changes in the inferior de- 
partmenta of ofiBee, solely for the purpose of wreak- 
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log vengeance on his creatures, and filling up the 
vacancies with his enemies. Then don Lewis de 
Haro was represented as advancing in favour, and 
likely to be made prime minister. But the most 
ilQortifying circumstance of all was the change in the 
viceroyalty of Naples, which was taken from his 
friend, the duke de Medina de las Torres, and be-? 
stowed on the high admiral of Castile, who was his 
bitterest enemy. For . this there was no other mo- 
tive, but the pleasure of giving pain to. a falling 
favourite. 

For the first three months, his lordship gave him- 
self up in his solitude a prey to disappointment and 
regret : but his confessor, a holy and pious Domini-r 
can, supporting his religious zeal with manly elo- 
quence, succeeded in pouring the balm of consola- 
tion into his soul. By continually representing to 
him, with apostolic energy, that his eternal salvation 
was now the only object worth his care, he weaned 
him gradually from the uses of this world. - His ex- 
cellency was no longer panting for news from 
Madrid, but learning a new and important lesson, 
how to die. Madame d'Olivarez too, making a vir- 
tue of necessity, sought refuge for herself in the 
maternal guardianship of her convent, where Provi- 
dence had reared up, for her edification in faith and 
good works, a sisterhood of holy maidens, whose 
spiritual discourses fed her soul, as if with manna 
in the wilderness. My master's peace within his own 
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bosom advanced, .as he withdrew more backward 
from sublunary things. The lemployment of his day 
was thus laid out : almost the whole morning was 
devoted "to religious duties, till dinner-time ; and 
after dinner, for about two hours, he played at dif- 
ferent games with me, and some of his confidential 
domestics : he then generally retired alone into his 
closet till sun-set, when he walked round his garden, 
or rode out into the neighbourhood either with hi^ 
confessor or me. 

One day when I was alone with him, and wafe 
particularly struck with his apparent self-compla-: 
cency, I took the liberty of congratulating bis lord- 
ship on his complete reconciliation to retirement; 
Use, however late acquired, is second nature, an- 
swered he : for though I have all my life been acn 
customed to the bustle of business, I assure you that 
I become every day more and more attached to this 
calm and peaceful mode of life. 



y Google 



300 



OIL BLAS* 



CHAPTER XL 



A change in his lordship for the worse* The mar» 
velious cause^ and melancholy consequences of kis 
dejection. 

His excellency «emetimes amiuied faimaelf with 
gardeniDg, by way of yariety* One day as I tras 
watching his progress, he said jokingly ; Yon see, 
Santillane» a fallen minister can turn gardener at 
last Nature will prevail, my l<Mrd, answered I* 
You plant and water somediing use^ at Loeches, 
while Dionysius of Syracuse whipped school^boys 
at Corinth. My master was not displeased either 
with the comparison or the compliment. 

We were sdl delighted at the castle to aee our 
protector, rising above the cloud of adversity, taàe 
pleasure in so novel a. mode of life: bnt we toos 
perceived an alarming change. He became gloomy, 
thoughtful, and melancholy. Our parties at play 
were all given up, and no efforts could succeed to 
divert his mind. From dinner-time till evening he 
never left his closet. We thought the dreams of 
vanished greatness had returned to break his rest ; 
and in this opinion the reverend Dominican gave 
the rein to his eloquence ; but it could not outstrip 
the rapid course of that hypochondriac malady, 
which triumphed over all opposition« 
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It seettièd to me there was some deeper cause, 
which it behoved a sincere friend to fathom. Taking 
advantage of our being alone together, My lord, 
said I in a tone of mingled respect and affection, 
whence is it that you ave no longer so cheerful as 
iieretofbre? Has your |diilosophy lost ground? or 
lias the worid recov^ed its allurements? Surely 
you would not plunge again into that gulph, where 
-your virtue must inevitably be shipwrecked ! No, 
.heaven be praised ! replied the minister : my part at 
^court has long faded from my memory, and its trap^- 
pings from my. eyes. Indeed! why then, resumed 
I, since you have strength enough to banish false 
regretS) are you so weak as to indulge a melancholy 
which alarms us aii^ What is the matter with you, 
my dear master ? continued I, falling at His knees : 
some secret sorrow preys upon you : can you hide 
it from Samillane, whose zeal, discretion, and fide- 
lity you have so often experienced ? Why am I so 
unhaj^y ^ to have lost your confidence ? 

You still possess it, said his lordship : but I must 
own, it is reluctantly that I shall reveal the subject 
of my distress : yet the importunities of such a friend 
are irresistible. To no one else could I impart so 
singular a confidence. Yes, i am the prey of a mor- 
bid mdancholy which eats inwardly into my vitals : a 
spectre haunts me every moment, j^fEsyé^fnf'^chGb;^^ 
most terrific form of preternatiiiMâ^oèror. In vaiii .^ ' 
have I argued with myself Ûyk it is a vision of the ' V 
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brain, wa unreal mockery: its continual present^ 
menta blast my sight, and unseat my reason. Though 
my understanding teaches me, that in looking on 
Xhia spectre I stare at vacancy, my spirits are too 
weak to derive comfort from the conviction. Thus 
much have you extorted from me : now judge whe- 
ther the cause of my melancholy is fit to be divulged. 

With equal grief and astonishment did I listen to 
this strange confession, which implied a total de- 
rangement of the nervous system. This, my lord, 
said I, must proceed from injudicious abstinence. 
So I thought at first, answered he ; and to try the 
experiment, I have been eating more than usual for 
some days past: but it is all to no purpose, the 
phantom takes his stand as usual. It will vanish, 
said I, if your excellency will only divert your mind 
by your accustomed relaxations with your house- 
hold. Company and gentle occupation are the best 
remedies for these affections of the spirits. 

In a short time after this conversation, his lord-^ 
ship became seriously indisposed, and seiit for two 
notaries from Madrid, to make his will. Three 
capital physicians followed in their track, who had 
the reputation of curing their patients now and then. 
As soon as it was noised about in the castle that 
these last undertakers were arrived, the case was 
given up for lost ; weeping and gnashing of teeth 
took place universally, and the family mourning was 
ordered. They brought with them their usual 
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understrappers, an apothecary and a surgeon.* The 
notaries were suffered to earn their fee first, after 
which death's notaries prepared to take a bond of 
the patient. They practised in the school of San- 
grado, and from their very first consultation, ordered 
bleeding so frequently and freely, that in six days 
they brought his lordship to the point of death, and 
on the seventh delivered him fjn)m the terror of his 
sprite. 

. After the minister's decease, a lively and sincere 
sortrow reigned in the castle of Loeches. The 
whole household wept bitterly. " Far from deriving 
ooïisolation from the certainty of being remembered 
in his will> there was not a dependent who would 
not willingly have saved his life by the sacrifice of 
the legacy. As for me, whom he had most delighted 
in, attached to him as I was from disinterested 
friendship, my grief was more acute than that of the 
resté I question whether Antonia cost me more 
tears. 

* Behind bim sneaks 
Another mortal» not unlike himself, 
Of jargon full, with terms obscure o*ercharg*tl, 
Apothecary callVl, whose fœtid hands 
With power mechanic, and with charms arcane» 
Apollo, god of medicine, has endued. 

Bramstom. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The proceedings at the casûe of Loeches after his 
lordship's deaths and the course which SantiUane 
adopted. 

The minister, according to his last injunctions, 
vas bèried widioat pomp and iridioiit procession in 
the conyeoty -vritk a flficge of bar lanlentations. After 
the ftinenJ, madame d^Dfirarez caBed us toother 
to hear the irill read, wiânvhîch the hovsehùid had 
good reason to be sDtisfied. Eirery flsue had a legacy 
pioportioned to liis claim, amd noae less ùlwcl two 
thousand ennuis : mme was ^e largest» amomaidg 
to ten thousand pistoles, as a mark of hk i^iagular 
Kgard. The ho^ntals were not forgotten, and pn>- 
riston was made for an aumtsd commemoratitti in 
several convents. 

Madame d'Olivarez sent all the household to 
Madrid to receive their legacies frbm don Raymond 
Caporis, who had orders to pay them ; but I could 
not be of the party^ in consequence of a violent fever 
from distress of mind, which confined ne to the 
castle for more than a week. During that time, the 
reverend Dominican paid me all possible attention. 
He had conceived a friendship for me, which was 
not confined to my worldly interests; and was 
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anxioos to know how I meant to d»po«e of myaelf 
on my recovery. T answered that I had not yeH 
made np^ my mind npon the subject : there were 
moments when my fedingft stron^y prompted to- 
wards a re%kroayow. Predous moments I exxisààteà: 
tike Dominican : you will do well to profit by them. 
I advise you aa a fiiend- to latûre» to our convent at 
Madrid for example ; these to become a pious bene- 
factor by the free gift o£ your whole foEtnne^ and to 
die in the livery of Saint Bominsc Many very 
questionable Christian» have made amends for a 
life of sin by so holy an end. 

In the actual disposition of my mind» this advice 
was not unpalatable ; and i promised to reflect upon 
it. But on consniting Scipio, who came to see me 
immediately after the monk, he treated tlie very 
notion as the phantom ol a distempered brain. Fcnr 
shame ! said he : does not your estate ab Lkias offer 
a more eligible seclusion? If you weie déa^biBà 
with it formerly» the charm will be increased ten- 
fold, now that die lapse of yeacs has moderated 
your sense of pleasme, and softened down your 
taste to the simple beauties of nature. 

It was no difficuh matter to operate a dotange in 
my inclinations. My friend» said I» you carry ii 
decidedly against the advocate of Saint Dominic. 
We will go back to Lirias as soon as I am well 
enough to traveL Uns lu^pened ahordy ; for as the 
fever subsided» I sopn felt myself su%iently strong 
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to put my design in execution. We went first to 
Madrid. The sight of that city gave me far other 
sensations than heretofore. * As I knew that abnost 
its whole population held in horror the memory of a 
minister, of whom I cherished the most affectionate 
remembrance, I could not feel at my ease within its 
precincts. My stay was therefore limited to five or 
six days, while Scipio was making the necessary 
arrangements for our rustication. In the mean 
time, I waited on Caporis, and received my legaey 
in ready money. I likewise made my arrangements 
with the receivers for the regular remittance of my 
pensions, and settled all my affairs in due order. 
) The evening before our departure, I asked the 
son of Cosclina whether he had received his fare- 
well from don Henry. Yes, answered he, we took 
leave of each other this morning with mutual c^vilky : 
he went so far as to express hi» regret that I should 
quit him; but however well satisfied he might be 
with me, I am by no means so with him. Mutual 
content is like à river, which must have its banks on 
either side. Besides, don Henry makes but a pitiful 
figure at court now ; he has fallen into utter con* 
tempt : people point at him with their finger in the 
streets, and call him a Genoese bastard. Judge 
then for yourself whether it is consistent with my 
character to keep up the connection. 

We left Madrid one morning at, sun-rise, and 
went for Cuehça, The following wâiç the order of 
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our equipment ; we two in a chaise and pair ; three 
mules, laden with baggage and money, led by two 
grooms, and two stout footmen, well armed, in the 
rear; the grooms wore sabres, and the postillion 
had a pair of pistols in his holsters. As we were 
seven men in all, and six of us determined fellows, 
I took the road gaily, without trembling for my 
legacy. In the villages through which we passed 
our mules chimed their bells merrily, and the pea- 
sants ran to their doors to see us pass, supposing it 
to be at least the parade of some nobleman going to 
take possession of a viceroyajty 



CHAPTER Xlli^ 



The return of Gil Bias to his seat. His joy at find- 
ing his god-daughter Seraphina marriageable ; and 
his own second venture in the lottery of love. 

We were a fortnight on our journey to Lirias^ 
having no occasion to make rapid stages. The 
sight of my own domain brought melancholy 
thoughts into my mind, with the image of my lost 
Antonia: but better topics of reflection came to. my 
aid, with a. full purpose to look at things on the 
brighter ûde, and the lapse of two-and-twenty 
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yea», which had gradaaliy impaired the fotce of 
tender regret. 

As soon as I entered the castle, Beatrice asid her 
daughter greeted me most cordially; while aie 
family scene was mteresting m the extreme. When 
their mntual transports were Over, I looked earnestly 
at my god^danghter, saying : Caa this he the Sera- 
phina whom I left in her cradle? how tall and 
pretty ! we must make a good match for hef. What î 
my dear god^fkther, cried my little girl with an en- 
chanting hlnsh, you have hut just seen me, and da 
you want to get rid of me at once ? No, my lovely 
child, replied I, we hope not to lose you hy mar- 
riage ; hut to find a hushand for you in the neigh- 
hourhood. 

There is one ready to your hands, said Beatrice. 
Seraphina made a conquest one day at mass. Her 
suitor has declared his passion, and asked my con- 
sent. I told him that his acceptance depended ob: 
her father and her god^father ; and here you are to 
determine for yourselves. 

What is the character of this village lordling ? 
said Scipio. Is he not,- hke his^ fellows^ the little 
tyrant of the soil, dnd inisolent to ihù§e who hsLtt 
no pedigree to hoast? The ^rthéi»t fretn it inf the 
worid, answered Beatrice ; the youtig â^û i» geiytle 
in hift temper and polished in hfb maniiérd 'f hàbd* 
smne withal, and somewhat «nd^ thirty. Yotf paiilt 
fah» in flattering colo«iïi9> said I to Beatrice; i^hatt i$ 
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his name ? Don Juan de Jutella» replied Scipio's 
wife : it is not long since he cante to his inheritance : 
he lives on his own estate about a mile off^ with a 
younger sister of whom he takes care. I once 
knew something of his £aanily, observed I ; it is one 
of the best in Valencia» I care less for lineage^ 
cried Scipio^ than for the qualities of the heart and 
mind ; this don Juan will exactly suit us^ if he is a 
good sort of man. He is belied else, said Seraphina^ 
with a blushing interest in our conversation; the 
inhabitants of Lirias, who know him well, say all 
the good of him you can conceive. I smiled at 
this ; and her father, not less quick-sighted, saw 
plainly that her heart had a i^re in the testimony 
of her tongue. 

The gentleman soon heard of our arrival, and paid 
his respects to us within two days. His address 
was pleasing and manly, so as to prepossess us in. 
his favour. He affected merely to welcome us home 
as a neighbour. Our reception was such as not to 
discourage the repetition of his visit ; but not a word 
of Seraphina! When he was gone, Beatrice asked 
us how we liked him. We could have no objection 
to make, and gave it as our opinion that Seraphina 
could not dispose of herself better* 

The next day,. Scipio and I returned the visit* 
We took a guide, and luckily; for otherwise it 
mig^t have puzzled us to find the place* It waa not 
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tilt our actual arrival that it was visible ; for the 
mansion was situated at the foot of a moiuitain» in 
the middle of a wood, whose lofty trees hid it from 
our view. There was aoi antique and ruinous ap* 
pearance about it, which spoke more for the descent 
than the wealth of its proprietor. On our entrance, 
however, the elegance of the interior arrangement 
made amends for the dilapidated grandeur of the 
outer walls. 

Don Juan received us in a handsome room, 
where he introduced his sister Dorothea, a lady 
between nineteen and twenty years of age. She was 
a good deal tricked out, as if she had primed and 
loaded herself for conquest, in expectation of our 
visit. Thus presenting all her charms in full force, 
she did by me much as Antonia had done before ; 
but I managed my raptures so discreetly, that even 
Scipio had no suspicion. Our conversation turned, 
as on the preceding day, on the mutual pleasure of 
good neighbourhood. Still he did not open on the 
subject of Seraphina, nor did we attempt to draw 
him out. During our interview, I often cast â side 
glance at Dorothea, though with all the reserve of 
delicate apprehension ; whenever our eyes met, the 
citadel of my heart was ready to surrender. To 
describe the object of my love justly, as well as f^l- 
ingly^ her beauty was not of the most perfect kind i 
ber skin was of a dazzling whiteness, and her lips 
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united the colour with the fragrance of the rode; but 
her features were not so regular and well-propor- 
tioned as might have been wished: yet altogether^ 
she won my heart. 

In short, I left the mansion of Jutella, a different 
man from what I was on enteting^it : so that, return- 
ing to Lirias with my whole soul absorbed 'in 
Dorothea, I saw and spoke only of her. How is 
this, master ? said Scipio with a look of astonish-^ 
ment : you seem to be veiy much taken with don 
Juan's sister ! Can you be in love with her ? Yes, 
my friend, answered I: to my shame be it spoken. 
Since the death of Antonia, how many lovely females 
have passed in review before me with indifference : 
and must my passions be irresistibly kindled at this 
time of life ? Indeed, sir, replied the son of Cos* 
clina, you may bless your stars^ instead of squabbling 
with yourself: you are not so old as to make your 
sacrifice at the shrine of love a bye-word ; and time 
has not yet ploughed such furrows on your brow, as 
to render hopeless the desire of pleasing. When 
you see don Juan next, ask him boldly for his 
sister : he cannot refuse her to you ; and besides, if 
his views in her settlement ai-e ambitious, how can 
he do better ? You have a patent of nobility in 
your pocket, and upon that your posterity may 
ride easy: after five generations, when pedigree her- 
self shall be lost in the eonfusion of her materiala» 
it may exercise the diligence of learned enquiry, ta 
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trace ÛÊt fkmily of tAie Santittanes to the beginmog 
of its nrcMvtBj and consecrate the feme of ks 
fottnder bf the inètstîncftoes» of hk. atory« 



CHAPTER XIV. 



A double marriage, and the conclusion of the 
history. 

By this discoiirse, Scipio encouraged me to <fe- 
cktre myself without coaisidieEiBg how he exposed 
me to the danger of a refusal. M^ own resoîutton 
was taken with £ear and trembling. Thougk I 
carried my years well^ and might have sank at least 
ten, it did not seem unlikely diai a young beauty 
might turn up her nose at the dtspacity. I deter* 
mined howerer to bolt the question the first time 1 
saw her brother^ who was not without his tiefudai- 
tions on the sidbjeet of my gad.^au^er« 

He returned my eaU tbe next morning, jast a& I 
had done diessiD^. Signer de Saatillane, said he> 
I wish to i^eak with yon on some serious business. 
I took him ialso my closet, where entering on the 
sidb|jeet at pace, 1 knagiaey continued he, that you 
aie not tmacquainted with the purpose of my risck : 
I~l!ove SeraplÀia ; you are all in all with her father ; 
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't taiet sequ08t.yo« âierefoce to iaten^ede .aad pro* 
cure for me the accomplishment of my heart*fi 
desire : tlien sball I have to thank you for the piiaœ 
bl»8 of my existence. Si^oor don Jiuan, answieared 
I9 as you come to the point at onoe^ you can have 
no objection to my following your example : My 
good offices are fuUy at your service, and I shall 
hope for yours with your sister m return. 

Don JuaoL was agreeably surprised. Can it be 
poBsiUe, exclaimed he, that Dorothea should have 
made a conquest of your heart since yesterday ? It 
is even so, said I, and it would make me the happiest 
-of men, if the proposal should meet with your joint 
approbation. You may rely on that, replied he : 
though ¥^ith «ome pretensioafi to family pride, yours 
is not an alliance to be despised. You flatter me 
highly, rejoined I : that you aie not mealy-mouthed 
about receiving a commoner into your pedigree, is a 
mark of good sense ; but even if nobility had been 
a necessary ingredient in your aister^s requisites for 
a husband, we should not have quarrelled on that 
.aecount. I have worked out twenty years in the 
.tfWBMnels of office ; and the king, as a reward of my 
long labours, has granted me a patent of nobilily. 
Diis high-minded gentleman read my credentials 
lOver with extreme satisfaction, and returning them, 
told me that Dorothea was mine. And Seraphina 
yours, exclaimed I. 

Thus were the two marriages agreed on between 
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118. The consent of the iiitended brides was all ^at 
remained i for we neither of us presumed to controul 
the inclinations of our wards. My friend therefore 
Carried home my proposal to his sister, and I called 
Scipio, Beatrice, and my god-daughter together, for 
Ùke purpose of laying open a similar project Bea- 
trice voted loudly for immediate acceptance, and 
Seraphina silently. The father did not say much 
against it; but boggled a little at the fortuné he 
must give to a gentleman, whose seat required such 
immediate and extensive repairs. I stopped Scipio's 
mouth by telling him, that was my concern, and 
that I should contribute four thousand pistoles to 
the architect's estimate» 

In the evening, don Juan came again. Your 
business is going swimmingly, said I ; pray heaven 
mine may promise as fairly. Better it catmot, an- 
swered he : my influence was quite unnecessafy to 
prevail with Dorothea: your person had made its 
impression, and your manners pleased her. You 
were afraid she might not like you j while she, with 
more reason, having nothing to offer but her heart 
and hand What would she offer more ? inter- 
rupted I, out of my wits with joy. Since the lovely 
Dorothea can think of me without repugnance, I ask 
no more : my fortuhe is ample, and the possession 
of her is the only dowry I should value. 

Don Juan and myself, highly delighted at having 
brought our views to bear so soon, were for hasten- 
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ing bur nuptials, and (mttiûg off all ïiuperfluoiis 
Ceremonies. I closeted the gentleman with Sera^ 
phina^s parents ; the settlements were soon agreed 
on, and he took his leave, promising to return next 
day with Dorothea. My eager desire of appearing 
agreeable in that lady's eyes, occasioned me to 
spend three hours at least in adjusting my dress, 
and communicating the air of a lover to my person; 
but I could not do it so much to my mind as in my 
younger days. The preparations for courtship are 
a pleasure to a young man, but a serious business 
and hazardous speculation to one who is beginning 
to be oldish. And yet it turned out better than my 
hopes or deserts ; for don Juan*s sister received me 
so graciously, as to put me in good humour vrith 
myself» I was charmed with the turn of her mind ; 
and foreboded that with discreet management and 
much deference, I might really get her to like me as 
well as any body else. Full of this sweet hope, I 
sent for the lawyers, to draw up the two contracts, 
and for the clergyman of Paterna, to bring us better 
acquainted with our mistresses. 

Thus did I light the torch of Hymen for the 
second time, and it did not burn blue with the brim- 
stone of repentance. Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, 
«made a pleasure of her duty: in gratitude for the 
pains I took to anticipate all her wishes, she soon 
loved me as well as if I had been younger. Don 
Juan and my god-daughter were more enthusiastic 

• Digitized by VjOOQIC 



316 nth BLAS. 

in their mmtpid aidour ; wd wbat mm nost imps^ 
■cedeoled of aU, the two fti«l«n4D-law loyed ^He 
fknoter siBcerely. D<» Juim was .-a man, in wham 
jaH good qnoUties met; my estoam for him îacrmaod 
^aoly, and he Hd «ot repay it wJA- ibgratitiKle. ^ In 
short, we were a heppy and imked family: we 
couhl soaredy bear 4he i&teival of 3eparatim be- 
tween eveaiag and mowing» Our fame was difriided 
hetween Lirias and JuAeUa^ his eitoelleiicy's {àstoks 
«aade ^e old battkoaieiila to raiae their heads agaio» 
and the castle to f etHime ks lordly port. 

For these three years, ireader,^ I have led a life of 
imiwixed bliss in this faelored society. To pcdect 
my satisfaetioii^heairen has ddgned to send xne two 
«miling babes, whoee education. tdjiII be theamnae- 
ment of my dedinmg yeans ; and if eyer husband 
might venture to hazard so ibold an hypothesis, I 
devoutly believe my«elf i(heir father. 
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